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tatives of fourteen European powers-Great Britain, Germany, Ans-
tria-HIungary, l3elgium, Donmark, Spain, France, ]Itaiy, llolland,
PortugalI, 11ussia, Sweden, Norway and Turkey-with the United
States of Amer-ica. After full conference wvith leading explorers, philan-.
thropists and missionaries, tliey have creatcd by solemil compact a Frc
State, embracing ncarly all of equatorial Africa. They have covered
by the protection of their covenant a tcrritory equal to two and a hialf
Europes, as large as ail tlic United States cxcept Alaska, peoplcd by
ncarly fifty millions of seuls ; and this is the covenat juto which. they
have entercd iith reference to the land for whichi Livingstone praycd.
It is to be read iu the sixth ,article of their Convention:

"Ail the powers exercising sovereign righits or influence in the aforesaid
territories bind thiemselves to watch over the preservation of tie nativef,
tribes, and to care for the inîprovenient of the conditionus of tlieir moral and
mental well-being-,, and to hielp ini suppresbing slaver-y and especially the
slave trade. They shall, without distinction of creed or nation, protect au(]
favor all religious, scientifie or charitable institutions and undertakînigs cre-
ated and organized for the above ends, or -%vlichl aimn at instructiing thle
natives and bringing homne to thein the blessings of civilization. Chirîstian
mnissionaries, scientists and explorers, Nvith thieir followe-s, property and col-
lections, shahil aise be the objects of especial protection. Freedom of con-
science an~d i7eligious toleration are expressly guaranteed te the naiv~es, nA
less tlîan te the subjects (of the sov'erpign states) and te foreigýners. Theo
free and public exercise of ail formns of divine Nvorship, and the ri-ht te biiild
chiurchies, temples and chap)els, and te oe.-ganize religieous missions bclonging
te ail creeds, slhal net be Iiiniited or fettered in any way wlhatsoevelr."

Every word of this interational. covenant deserves te bc written iii
gYo!d. A ir~ -rc mvende'-fnil hig vav lias flot been cast up for Chiristizzn
missions even in this ivpnderfal century. A page morermrkbe
both for the prophecies which lb fuifills and the promise wvhicli it giVesq,
lias neot been penneà dluring the Christian era.

It is an appropriate recognition cf his generous gifts an ii uselfisil
Maors that thc K~ing of Belgium is appointed thc sovcreign of thiu Congo
Free State. lis so-vereignty impiies littie eisc than tIe dedicatiomi of

isnrgie and resources te the elevation. of Africa, wvitli thu~ good-wii'
andl the powerfn] suipport cf the wvhole civilized wvorld. %

Thc Berlin Conference, springing from the Africzni Interniatimiial As-
sociation anîd unéier the lpresidiing biaud of Prince Bisxnarck,, Lppa-ety
confcrred blessiûigs upion Africa, during the few days ofJ its sssisr-
passing al' tbat baid been secured for bier during tIe present centuij.
At this conference ]cingzs beramo le nursing fathers " for thec liîurch,
and1 tIc basis was laid for the Congor Frc State.

Pýiftcn; great pwrtIns embracing adherents of Protestant, R~o-
man Cathelie and Gxr-peek cliurches, 9-ad evenl the Moliammiedan faith),
met iii coiiferrence at tlip invitation cf tIc German Imperial Govern-
ment. Onle cf our Britisli exclhanges says: -" lThis conference cf pow-
ors whichi sat at Ber-lin during the past few rjlosing weeks cf the ycar
1884 lin donc wo for AV1UcÂ& than ail the p)olitical action cf in-


