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in glacial times on the Atlantic coast of North America." Sucli
thon being the present stato of this important inquiry, a re-view of
the evidence thus far adduced cannot fait te lie of interest.

The Report of Dr. Abbott is produced as an ombodiment of the
resuits of Ilinvestigations in the valley of the Deltware, made with
reference te the occurrence of suppesed paleolithie implements in
the gravel lieds facing that streara, based upon a series of careful
examinations of the deposits in question, made at different points,
together wvith a study o? the sui-face sella, se far as these, of them-
selves -tmd by their contained relies, bear upon the question o? the
origin ard character of tho specimens of atone implexuents taken
from thre -auderlying gravels." Kceping carefully in view the mis-
leading trace of comparatively modern Indian remains in depositz
geologieally ancient, lie remar<s : IlThe chance occurrence o? single
specimeus of the ordinary forma o? Indian relics, at deptbs somowbiat
greater than they have usually reached, even, in constantly cultivated
souls, induced me> seversi ye-.rs aince, te careftilly examine the under-
lying gravels, te determino, if the common surface-found atone imple-
monts of Indian origin were ever found therein, except in aucli
nianner as miglit easily lie explaineci, as lu the case of deep burials
by the uprooting of large trees, whiereliy an iinplenient lying on the
surface, or immediately lielow it, miglit fait into the gravel lieneath,
ana subsequently beconie uried several feot in deptli; and lastly, by
the action of 'water, as where a atreani, swollen by sprlng freahets,
cuts for isol? a new channel, and carrying a'way a large body cf
earLb, leaves its larger pelibles, and possibly atone implements o? late
enigin, upon the gravel o? the now bed of the stream."

But wble thus recognizing the intrusion of relics cf modern Indian
workmanship, at considerahle depths in ancient graveis, Dr. .&bbott
claims te have discovered, independent o? those, and readily distin-
guizhable frein thein, though in the sanie underlying gravels, certain
rudoly sbiapcd apedimena of chipped atone, which have ail the eharac-
tenistics of the atone implemnents of paloeolithic times. These are
classified by him lute, a primitive ?orm, te Twhich lie lias given the
xiame of I«tirtbo.back" celt, 'with modifications o? tire sanie, and
oChers approximatiug te the more faniiar forma of the hatchet, the
speur, and the sceaper; whioe tho deposit lu -which thoy occur la
largely made up of ordinary smooth 'water-wora pebhbes, varying lu
sizo from hlf un inchi n diamoter te boulders estimatcd to 'weiglh


