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‘THE RUINED ARTIZAN.

|} “Thereis not, perhaps, a more painful spectacle in this

world, than' to behold an intelligent, active, skilfu} workman,
in any department of labor, able to turn himself to aimast
any species of work, capable of earning high wages, main-
taining a respectable position, yet constantly in beggary from
the wile habit of drinking whenever the favorite beverage
canbeg got.  The pain in witnessing such a spectacle is all |
the mote inereased when we have made personal sacrifices,
and done what we could t¢ place such a workman again
and: ggain in & fair way of deing. In such a case there
is a pain arising from disappointment and ingratitude blended
| together. . .
-+ These remarks have been snggested by many instances
* that we have known of the most clever and skilful work-
men, deplorably given to the habit of drinking—men that
might have been anornament to their country by their pow-
ers of invenlion, and their skill and facility in execution,
and yet their sobriety could never be depended upon for a
| single day ; and a small job, though begun, might be fre-
quenily interrupfed, till useless for any purpose, by fits of in-
“temperance. . .
Is it not truly painful to witness a skilful artizan, clever,
otiginal, managing in every thinlg but the one thing of tak-
ing care of his money and himself?  And yet it 15 not very
long ago since the fee’ini was guile common, at least ina
pirt of the country well known 10 ourselves, that the only
clever workmen were veally those who were most frequently
drunk. The man who could drink was, ten {o one, the man
who could himself most readily and ingeniously turn his
hand to every kind of job. The same idea was slso enter~
tained yegarding those who attempted poetry. Afl those
who presumed {o climb Parnassus, or drink of the water of

to depict the effects of drinking on skilful, talented, but in-
fatuated artizans. Why is it that many of them are so de-
plorably intemperate ? = T'heir cleverness, their skill, their
adaptation to almost every job, are cerlain}y not the result
of their drinking, but their drinking habits have been entarl-
ed upon them, indirectly, on account of the superior facili-
ties which they possess in doing almost anything, We say
indirectly, for their talents ate certainly not to he blamed for
making them drunkards, else wae be to the talented and skil-
ful workman. But their talents and skl have unfortunate-
ly, in such a country as this, been the means of bringing
them more than they would have been brought, under the
influence of the drinking customs of the country, It ig with
the talented workman as it is with the pupster, and the wit,
or the man that can telt 2 gobd story, or pass a capital joke,
or keep the whole table in a roar. Such a man is frequent-
Iy invited to parties for the sake of his pleasing companion-
ship, and then he must drink, And such a2 workman is fre-
quently presented with extra jobs for which drink is the
only payment. Nothing can be more pernicions to the work-
map than such false kinduess—yea, rather let us call it
deliberate cruelty—nothing is more ruinous than such pay-
menfs. It is a lamentdble state of things, and it speaks vo- -
Jumes against such a practice, when a clever workman, on
account of the very talent he possesses, in connection with
the drinking customs of the country, is inost exposed to dan-
get. We have known many such workmen, and few-if any
of them were sober men.

One of those (he diad a drunkard) we yet remember well,
for many a liftle ship be rigged for us, and many a kite he
made, and many a rabbit house he buiit, and many a large
top he turned for the bays of the village. He could turn his
hand to almost everything. Tlere wes not a clock in the

Helicon, must first souse themselves in the muddy contents village went wrong, but John put it all to rights. He was
of the Heer barrel, if they cculd afford nothing stvonger, or, a millwnght hy trade. But it was hard {o say what trade
if they conld, they must first quaffinspiration from the moun- he belonged to. The regaitiniof clocks and watches, the
tdin dew. Such ideas are not yet exploded ; there are ma-' painting of sign-boards, or bell hanging, or cutting and let-
ny who" still labor under the delusion, that any great men- fering gravestones, came as ready to bim as the setting up of
tal effort, whether in art or literature, requires to be begunilhmhing machines, which was certainly his forfe.—And yet
aofcondutted under the jofluence of strong stimulants. We!John was.the poorest man in the patish; for he was, unfor-
believs this is 3 very erroneous irpression, and we bave no|tunately, just as clever at turning up his little finger, as he
hesitation in s3yidg that the most vigorous, and oure, and|{was at turning any fancy piece of work. He was, cortainly,
minly sentiments in Burns were composed whea his intel-]a geniusj but like almoet every other genius, he wassimple,
lect was clear, and neither clouded nor excited by intoxicat-] 100 simple; and his drinking habits, lattetly came to destroy
ing dranghts. ‘The natural fervor of his soul did not|the remaining jorce of any little principle he bad ever pos-
require them, © - sessed.  Hi§ simple atiite dnd obliging disposition led him .

ut jt was our intention, in these few remarks, principaliy | to proffer his services on any occasion when he could be of
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