* the preparation of his son for college ; and has now about
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with his son how I estimate this act of kindness to a fallenl
man.” <« Mr. Barley,” said 1, ¢cif you will only act as you!
now talk, the past will he forgotten,”” ¢ Theun,” said he,!
¢« by the blessing of God, it shall be forgotten.”” Fiom that
time to the present he has conducted himself in the most ex-
emplary manner. He has constantly abstained from a!l
strong drinks. He gave Mr. Blaney entire satisfaction in

twenty scholars, to whom he is entirely tlevoted. e isnot
in the poor house, except by his own wish. His apartments
indeed are entirely distinct, and altogether neat and comfort-
able. We assent to his continuance, as he has expressed an
opinion, that although he does not think he should fall into
temptation, he deems himself safer there for a time 3 and his
services, in various ways, meet the expenses of his hoardand
lodging. The compensation paid him for tuition, with the
exception of his ordinary expenses, he scrupulously devotes
to the payment of his debts. He often speaks of you with
great affection: and I shall be happy to call for you in the
morning, and you will have an opportunity of judging for
yourself.”

Mr. Atherton expressed again the delight he received
from this a. count of Burley’s reformation, aud soon afler Mr.
Soder had taken his leave, he retired for the night.

Agreeably to his promise, Mr. Soder called at ar early
hour upon the following morning, and proceeded with Mr.
Atherton to the poor house.

« It is likely, sir,”” said Mr. Soder, ds thsy drew near,
¢ that Mr. Burley would he pleased 10 sce vou alone ; and
I wiil show you into the overseers® rooin, and let him know
of your arrival.”

Mr. Atherton thanked him for his kindness, and wasshown
into the very parlour in which he had been received by
Burley himself eight years befo:e. ,

In a short time, Burley entered the apartment. The two
fiiends shook hands, and sat down by the side of cach other,
but neither could utter a syllable. The tear was in Ather-
ton’s eye, but his features were lighted up by a smile of
cordial satisfaction. He was evidently surprised and grati-
fied by the appearance of his old fitend. He was thin and
pale, neatly dressed in a coarse suitof grey, and nothing
remained to identify the miscrable being whom Mr. Atherton
had left five years before, utterly degiaded and forlorn,

Burley bit his lip, and strugzled haid to suppress his
emotion. He was the first to break silence.

«This is very kind in you,” said he, “and I can traly
say I have more joy to see you here, under these circumstan-
ces, than I had to see you, in the same place, eight years
aga. I was then the master of this house, by the blessing of
God I trust I am now master of myself.”

¢ You are a rich man,” said Mr. Atherton, grasping him
by the hand, ¢ for you have gotten wisdom which is better
than rubies.” -

Mr. Atherton urged his old friend to spend the residue of
his days in the South, to make his house his futare home ;
and to occupy his time, in the irstruction of youth, as the
precepitor of an academy.

The good people of the village wete extremely unwilling
to part with a man ‘who bid fair to be as useful in the last cc
his days, as he fad been worse than useless in the heginning.
It was finally settled, however, that he shou'd accept the pro-
posal of his friend, giving the parents of his present pupils
notice of his intention. )

‘The residue of this narrative may be briefly recited. Mr.
Burley’s career, during the remaining six months, was per-
fectly consistent; &nd he gave entire satisfaction to his
friends, who continued to increase in numbers till the period
of his départure.

It is now nine years since he became an inmate in the
family of Mr. Atherton. The case of Burley is one of the

riost impressive examples of the effects of total abstinence in

breaking that fatal sprll, which can bend down the masters
spirits of the age in the very dust of the earih. No gradua-
ted process—nothing but total abandonmeni could have
wrought this signal reformation.

No more forcible evidence can be supplied of the confidence
reposed in Mr. Burley, by the friends of temperance, than
the fact, that two years ugo he was rec-iested to deliver an
address before the temperance society, in the town in which
he resides. He accepted the invitation; and few whe
listened to kLis remarks will ever forget them. He said that
he was entirely willing to make a sacrifice of his own feel-
ings for the sake of his fellow-men. He proceeded, though
he was frequently interrupted by his own emotion, to give the
history of his own fall and restoration. There was not a dry
eye in the assembly.

Mr. Burley is still living, a consistent total abstainer.
He has lived down an evil name ; and however unworthy
and degraded he may have been, he is vow RrieuT orposiTs!
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TEETOTALISM AND ENGLISH HISTORY.
BY CLAR& L. BALFOUR.

My Dear Young Readers,—I mentioned to you in the last
number of the seties, the fact, that though all history, when
carefully and thoughtfully read, is instructive, yet the hus-
tory of our own countiy is of the highest importance to us.
If we have not hooks or time to read the acconnts of ancient
days, yet few [ liope are so situated that they cannot obtain
a history of Englind. Most Sunday schools have a lending
library, and I trust all Juvenile Abstainers, who have not
the books they require at home, are so fond of reading, and
so well behaved, that they have the privilege of borrowing
from the lending library of their school, and in this way are
acquainted with a geneial outline of English bistory.

Most of you are aware that the ancient Britons, when
they were fi:st conquered by the Romans, were a hardy,
healthy race.

Britain was, after the time of the Romans, conquered by
the Saxons, and then by the Danes, after which the Saxon
power was again established. Both the Saxons and the
Danes were addicted to the love of strong drink, and many
of our most common drinking customs came down to us from
these very ancient and ignorant times.

‘There was a foolish notion then prevailing, that by wish-
ing a person good health over a howl of strong diink, all bad
effects would be prevented. This silly custom was begun in
the Saxon times, and was very soon general all over Eng-
land. I the Isle of Wight, they have in one place, a cus-
tom of drinking health to the town on a par'.icufar day, and
the 1ude kind of rhyme in which they do this is perhaps as
old as the custom. ~They sing or chant over a bowl of ale
these lines:—

¢ Wassail, wassail to our town,

The ale is white and the alc i8 brown,
The bow! i3 miade of the oaken treo,
And so is the ale, of good barley.”

I remember when a ¢hild having heard this silly chaunt;
and to all the poorer inhabitants of the place it was ennually
a source of much wickedness and folly. If any one asked
why it was kept up, the answer was, “Oh! it is the cus~
tom,” and so without enquiring Whether its effects were
good or bad, from year to year for many centuries, this idle
and injurious custom continued. Ought we not to be thank-
ful that wise and good men have at last arisen and taught us
not to follow the path of evil doers, but to examine oar cus-
toms and be wise.

The word ¢ Wassail,” or ¢« Wa’as Hail,”” was a common
term of civility, as the word ¢ hail”® implies; and when it
i8 to be uitered over strong drink, the answer to it in those
days was ¢ Drink Hail 1’
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tieither of which terms wete afiy |}
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