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wholesoul 6 -its dominion ; and then we lay the
whole blame on our nuture as it all the while we
had been quite passive and unconsciouss  We sti-
fle convictions, despise. warningy; scar the con-
acience, harden the heirt, and-then, when sin as
acquired double, treble or tenfold poiver, we say,

% Such is our nuture : we were bornt thus; we are
-mich asGod mede tis.” Does notevencomuensense
sliew the folly of such allegations ? 1f there were 2
‘poisonous.tree planted in .our garden, should we
not rather root it out than cullivateit? iow
absurd 16 rejuice in sin, and then. complain that
we could not possibly avoid it! Hoiv absurd to
say, 1 am sinful, and, therefore, T will make my-

selft still more sinful ; 1ain in danger of hel), nnd

‘therefore, I will make no attempt to escape from
it; I ain far from - heaven, therefore, T will wander
ltnll facther ; T am guilty, and, thercfore, I will ot
repent 1 am dépraved, therefore, [ il cinploy
noneé of the means by which I may be made holy!”
‘But they \\'hoempIO) thisreasoning after aving pro:
fesded to- embracé the Gospel, are guilty of a zull
higher dégree of folly, For the Gospel professes
to bé able to overcome this natural- corruption, to
renew the sou), and make us partukers of 2 new
tudsplntual life. Why then did you cinbrace the
Profession of the Gospel, if “you did not .believe it
to have thé power which'it claims=the power of'
giving you @ néw heart and. a new nature? If it
has not the powes to renew and’ sanctify ¥ these who
embrace it, it nust be a mere unposture forthis
iddeclared tobeosic©  mostimportant purposes,
to redéon us from .  .urightcoushess, and to
maké usa peculiar people, zeulous of good works,

Another very commion excuse is this, «We
Cannot repent nor forsake our sms withoat the as-
sistance of Divine gm: ‘Fhis assértion is per-
fectly true; butitis: onl\' a cairse of deeper sor-
row.that tlns precious truth should be so nncvoualy
t\mtcd. It might be sufiicient totell such mén that
even if they had the powerto repent, they wonld not
employ that power; for theylove their sins,and will
notlet them. go. The excuse, itsclf; may be an-
swered in a few words, The same Bible which
mforml us that grace is indispensable, tells us nlso
that- grace must be sought in the way of duty;
that this precious gift wust be desired With car-
nestacss and embraced with fervent thanktuluess ;
and, that although the first motions must proceed
from God, yet -these must be responded to and
cherished in our own souls. The Bible says, + ask,
and ye shall receive; scek, and ye shall -find;

quench not the spirit ;. wotk out your vivn saln- :

tion, for God worketh in you.” Dut the perverter
of Divine truth speaks thus : %The grace of God|:
is mdupcmble to my salvation ; therctore, L will
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not ask norseek for it § I willlie-down-in sin and
stop iy ears against all the calls of the Gospels.
[will quench the Spirit, resist his operations, and
atlast drivo him from me 3 and then 1 mnay justly
charge God with all the sins of iy life, because he
would not esert all the power of his Almighty
arace, nor save me without my knowledge or con:
s_ent." If the case were the reverse—if ‘we could
conunand- the aids of the Holy Spirit, and forsake
oitf sins whenever we pleased, then we might with
more safety delay repentauce and indulge an sin;
But is it not the utinost degrec of madness to adopt
such a resolution as this § becauseGod can confer
or withdraw his care -when he pleases, we will .
therefufe be quite- cuteless, whether we receive it -
or not ; and o on from day to day resisting and
rejecting all the strivings of the bpmt, although
we Luow-not but that 1 this may be the very: ast
time that salvatien will be offered to our accep:
tance,

The -tiext excuse to which we shall advert is,
thnt of 1gnoranice: «We did not- kiow . that we
had been - guilty of any oflence against the law of
God-; we did uot know that tlns was forbidden;
it ivas dohie throule nicre mndvcttencc, and, th"re-
fore, cannot deserve panishment.” They assume
anait of simplicity and inudcence, and profess not
to be uble to distinguish between good and evil,
mhit and wWrong: ‘There is no deldsion more fa-
tal than this ; -there is no mistake more fallacious
in itselfy of more artfully employed by Satan for
the ruin of darkened souls. If ignorance be, as
somg- suppose, a shicld and refuge for thé soul,
then knowledge must be-an evil and a cufse, and’
every addition to- our knowledge would only es.
pose us to a new danger of condemnation. 1t
would. then be the duty-of parents ot to instruct
their children in the great truths of revelation, but
toleave themin the deepést possible darkness that
they might then be uble fo plead. the complae
apology of total ignorance. Nay, the very mcans
of grace which (-od has ordained; in place of being
a blessing, woild be the uost gnevous calamity -
that hie ever inflicted on -our race ; -the volume of
revelation, the preaching of his word the promul- ,
gation of his law, would then demand not our
tlnnl\ful praise, but our gricf and anger, Itis
piam, therefore, that ignorauce is not the source of
eafety, bt of misery ‘and danger : clse why is -
knowledge to be csteemed such a high blessing;
and why ure we sooften emomcd 10 impart know-
fedge to those who still remain in darkriess?

Bat if .cven the wait of knowledgo expose the
soul to danger, what will be the fate of those who
are wilfully and oos!walfly ighorant ¥ who, :rnld

the amplest mezans - of information, nat only con-




