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-tesàtimony, it theyr speàk not aeocording to this word it is 'because
t.here is no lightm-nthein." Whateýverhlas ýthe authority of a "Thue
*8aith the Lord,)" is law -to -us, and we care not #ho -propagates any
ýdoctrine, however -plausible, however -well uteanit, howaver -even inno-
:jent it inay be, if iù is -not the doctrine ýof Christ. The view -which
the Pre Chureli seems -to have, adopted from. their q'ead-ers, -without
,etudying divine truth for -themselves, and Whieh some of our own
brethren have,'taditly -teceivod, is, so far as we ýcan ace, wiLhout Bible
authority.

ïOn this subjeet, -Which. we have discussed -before, we woiild ha-ve
ibeen -sulent- now, but for -the wish expressed In the Free Ohurch Synod,
to k-now- from- our Clhurcli the practical -applîcatioins. of Christ's -being
Id*ng-of nations. 'We think-we-have stated pretty fully those practicalI
'applications theyw6uld ivish us to make; but -we have :stated-theim
ir'respectiveof this doctrine, on whielh, -as we- hold,,nopractical -resuits
,can.-be .founded,,except those of aweýand -gratitude ïamong believers to
'God, -and an increase -of theîr-activity -and zeal in -spreading the -gospèl.
-awnIig the -.heathen-the-nations. It is-a doctrine with wËich noduty
of Magistrates, or of men in gene-ral,' has any other connection. At
,our meeting of Syiiod we were not disposed to distur-b .prevailing
laarmonyv by entering on this, subject, as -it stood on the basîs, because

byexcludL thle last part of the fourth article it was left by us, general
and insulated,-no practical matter being statedas -founded on it,; but
ýas from the discussion ini the, Free Churcli Synod, and especially from
Dr. Bayne's dissent, it 'a3ppears that some e.ý-planations are wished,
ýwe have stated Bucli practical resuits as we suppose -are referred tobut
flot in connection with this unsupported theory, which we think,
thougli we -do not insist,, should be erased -from the basis, and ifthe
true doctrine of Christ's. headship over-the nations isintroduced at ail,
which we think unnecessairy, it should ýnot be placed in proximîty -to
-the Maginstrate's duties, but stated in its scriptural character.

Trhus,. witli ail humility, -we beg to say, through you, to the Joint
Comrnittee, that we -hold the Free Chiurcli to be entirely wrong. in
their view of Christ's headship over the nations ; and we wish now,
-stiil fur r toeplain ourselves, forto us their baseless theory ýseems
to be a contrivance on which some of our Free. Churclibrethren would.
found, and preserve the Establishment Principle,-a principle which
we think altogether contrary to the genius of christianity, but which
.they seem unwilling -to surrender. 'We do, not bid them :give it up, if
they think it right. Fut they mnust not impose it upon us ; and they
will1 surely see that their -theory of Christ's headship over the -nations
is 'unnecessai-y, as -we can reacli the -same -practical resuits -without it.
As for our Churcli, itî.s our duty as consistent with -our .highattain-
ments, to reject it entirely, and to cleave to our own simple scriptural
,views, which we shall again pîesent, in holding to which. our brctbren
must forbear 'with -us; and we repeat our conviction, that inutual,
forbearance alone can unite the two Churches.
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