
AGICULTUIIAL RVVIEW.

HORTICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.

t 441

PREPAP.ATION AND MANAGEMiENT 0F
LAWNS.

The followinig essay, from the Gardener's
?Ioathly, was irrtely rcad beforethiel>ennisyl-
vania Ilortieultural Society, by WV. Bright:

The most important point in the prepa-
ration of a lawn, is to obtajîr an open,
porous, wcil-draitrcd soil, of gooddcepdh. To
this cîrd, if tire soul ho naturaily wvet, it
must ho drained in soare mnarner, cithor by
tule or stone drains. If sufficientiy drained
tire requisite depthir ray ho ohtaincd by
thorougl ploughiurg aird suhsoiling, using
such pioughis and su.ch force of terni as wvill
open tire soul to tire depthl of eighlteen
iuches at lcast.

The subsoil ploughing should ho per-
fornied in tire dry weatirer of the suramer
or faîl, provious to seeding tire following
spring. Frec irarrowing is o? course useful.

The quality of the soul must next receive
attention, and it is vastly important that
tis shouid ho of uir4foi-i quulity ail over
the surface, and of unifo2rnL deptir. Nearly
ail lawns àre giraded nmore or less, and when
this is donc, ho careful that tire soul is kept
of uniform. quaiity and thickness. Tire
surface soul must fcequentiy ho taken off
largo spacos, and after the! gradinig h ashooen
donc, it mnust ho repiced in sueir a -manner
that it shail as neariy as possible resenîhie
in quaiity and doptir tire natural soul.

Sandy soils, as evoryhody knows, nîay ho
greatiy improved hy a dressing o? dlay or
good cayey I iom, and clay souls by tire ad-
dition o? saad. Tis is a simple fact, but
cone not sulcientiy ireeded in tire hurry
whiclr usuaiiy attends tire preparation o'
new grounids.

As to nîanurijg, if the land ho very poor.
il mîay bo bcavily nranurcd in the fai1, with

iud, short,' well-rotted stable nanure;- or
1xitir a comnpost of rruck and stable manure.
Bolue dust, superphosphate of lime, and
wood asiies i're of course valuable additions
to Snell a coî1 post. If the land is good,
that is, good coïn~ or wiroat laud, it wvill
need no inanure. It is irot so niucli rieh-
îîess of soul as dearih, frcedomn froni excess or
inoisture, aird uniforurriy good texture and
good quaiity thiat WC eicMxn pool
and Eýood soul, in spots, iii varions parts of
the laiwi, when grading, ivili produce a soi
wlrich oaa nover ho inade of uniformi color
aird beauty by auy future dressing or
nimanuring.. Tiie soiI mnust bge of uniforni
goo d quality and uniforin depth, to makec a

1good Iawn.
Thie treatarcut of tire la'wn, the first
prrgaftcr it is graded, wvill ho ais follows;

-Tiefrtdy after the frost is out of the
ground and the soil is suffieiently dry to be
ivorked, let tihe winter-wasircd places be re*
paired, thch lrarrow thre whole surface care-
fuliy, and if not quite smooth, hand--rake
the rougher parts using aiso the roller if
ncossary to obtain a fine smooth surfac.
A littie lire, and weil-rotted compost may
aiso be applied àrt thisti .c if required.

The seed should be sown as eariy as pos-
sible. Sow on rccently harrowed grouird, flot
ed 0rogh The sced needs to ho harely cover-

edwith earth. It is botter, perhaps, after
sowing to cover the seed with a hand rakc,
using both teoth and baek 9f rakie to cover it.

I t is trot desirahie to sow any sort of
g-rain with the seeds for a lawn, norfto s0w
a great varicty of inixed grasses. The best
grass seed is tire common green-grasa (Pou
pratctsis), [otlrerwise known'as Kentucky
blue-grass, J une grass, &e.]

As soon as the seed germinates, and tire
grass cornes up an inch, on a dry day pass
a light roller over it. XVhen the graiss is
tlrree or four incires ligh, eut it with a
sharp scythe, as close as possible. Mow it
with tire blade of tire scytho lrarct on thre
giroititd.Cut tire grass every two wcks
during summner in the sanue muanner. A
littie iray may ho ohtained by spreading the
grass, when eut, very thin, and înoving it
once a day, without injury to the lawn. But
it i botter to iuow olteu and close, and re-
move tire grass at once, using it for mulch-
in- trocs, &c.


