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BlOGhariv AL NOTIUE UF MRS ok LUN,
POUNDRESS AND FILST SUPLRIOR uF THE SIETERS
OF CHARITY IN THE UNITAD STATKS.
(Continued).

. The caro of her invalul sister Ceeilia, and 1he
erganizatinn of bev increaging enmimunity wow
entirely ongaged the attention of Afrs  Seton,
who was careful to derive from all her occupa-
tions, and from tho scenrs of trial that took
place around her. an ocrasion of advancing her
own aanctification and ef inculeating a holy
deaird of porfection among her spiritnal daugh-
ters. In tho mean time the earpenters and
masonr weroe actively employed in erecting a
more commodious dwelling. and the small
sommunity performed their exercises asregularly
ascircumstances permitted  Arohbishop Carrol
visited them on two accasions at the stone house,
administerod confirmation, and was much con.
soled and edificd by the piety and happy
cheorfulness that prevailed among them. Their
poverty they seemed to look upon as & matk of
tho divine protection, whilo charity flourished in
its porfection. On the 20th of February they
xemovaed to tho ftame houses, the present residence
of tho disters. The family went in procession,
following the B Sacrament, which wos carried
by tho Rev'd Mr. Dubuis On the 224 of
February a regular courto of studies was com
menced, and the school was attended by many
puptls from the village and surrounding country
Mrs Seton’s piety had induced her to place
kerself and community, her sistsrs and children,
under the spesial protection of St. Joseph, the
faittifu) gusrvdiar of the Son of God. ‘Tho first
bigh mass was celebrated in the new chapel on
kis festival, March the 19th, 1810 A change of
air being again recommended to Cecilia Seton.
she vas taken (o Baltimore by her sister, and
two weeks after died calmly and happily.

tortly before her death she had become a2 mem-~
ber of the commurity which her sister superin-
tended, a happiness which she had fondly desired,
and her remains were laid i the grovo at
‘St. Juseph's next to those of het sister Hars
riet,

Relossed from her care of thesick, Mrs. Seton
applied with unremitting zeal to the duties of
the upening school and the care of her spiritual
childred, leading them, by her example as well
25 preceps, to a love of holy poventy, self
sbnegation, and great fidelity to their practices
of pioty. In the month of Muy sho received her
first boarders, nod now and then one or two
candidates joined the community.

August the 10th, 1811, Bishop Flaget ro
turned from France, bringing with him the rules
and constitutions of St. Vincent of Paul. These
rules were translated into English and some
changes made, wich the approbation of the Moat
Rev'd Archbishop Carroll to suit them to the
mauners and cestoms of this country. Shortly
after this it was found necessary that the person
exercising the protectorship of the sisters should
reside in the vicinity of their establishment, and
Mir. Dubois, president of Mount St. Mary’s, was

* nominatod to that office, in Jannary, 1812, At

tho end of that month he went to Baluim- s,
where ho obtained tho rules and constitutions
that had heen lately raceived from France, and
presented them to Mre. Seton, during the retreat
of the following February (the first that had
taken place in the new house), that sho might
edopt and practice them with all her community.
It was made known to thom that twelve months
after the adoption of theso rules, all who were
willing to be governed by them would bind
themselves by annual vows, according to the
#pitii of their holy anthor, St. Vincent of Paul.
Mrs, Seton received them as a sacred deposite ;
her love and vencration for them continned
anchanged through the whole course of her hife,
gnd ber last words wero and exhortation to her
spinitusl childien 1o Jova and keep those holy
gegulauons. They require that tho community
bs governed by a saperior and vice-superior,
called mother and assistant-mother, and two
gounsellors. Theso officers aro clected every
three years by a2 majonty of vetes. No one can
%old the office of mother for mure than two terms
consccoltvely. An excepuon, however, to this
zule wss mado 1n the casc of Mra. Seton, the
£irst superior, whose conuinuance 1n office for hife
was the unanimous dosire of her compantons.
The sisters are not permutted to bind themselves
by vow, unul after a probation of three years,
and then they make thoir engagements for twelve
months only, at tho expiratior of which they
ars at hiberty to leave the society, if they think
proper.  In the duties and spirnt of their vocauoa

the sisters of St. Joseph's do nut diffeg from the
commmunities that follow the onginal constita.
uons of St. Vineent of Paul.  Tlus holy man of
Gul 1mposed no other duty on s spiritual
daughters that an nnremitting exortion for the
roliof of suffering humanity., They wete o
have, as be tells them 1n hts constitutions, no
other monasienies than the dwellings of the poor,
no othor cloistors that the strects of towas and
wards of hospuals, no other enclosure thao
obedience, no other ve1l than a holy modesty.
Such was their wide and benevolent sphets of
action ; such were the maxims by which thay
waero to bo govorned. [Faithful to the dictates of
their holy founder, theso wisible angels of
Providenco have excied the admuration ot
Europe, becoming a mother to the orphan,
dovoting themselves to the education of children,
assisting the sick. the widow, the aged, the
firm, nisting the pusoner and the galley-slave,
the bashful and reniring poot, and cven on the
field of battle mimstening consolation to the
dying soldier. Nor has their dovotion to the
scrvice of theyr neighbour been less heroic snd
admirable un this side of the Atlantie, We
shall perceivo 1n the sequel of this notice that
they who have imhibed the sentiments of Mother
Seton, are actuated by the sams generous spirt
that dehghts in labor fer tho cumfort of the poor
and the afflicted.

God, as a wiss and tonder Father, apportions
to his faithful children n their journey throogh
Iife, 2 mixture of trials and consolations. Thus
1t was with Mother Seton. Her eldest daugh-
ter, Anna, had grown vp under hore care all
that the heart of such a parent could wish, and
had bocome a member of the community about a
month Bufore the recepuion of the rules. 1n her
18th year she was attacked with & pulmonary
disease, and died on the 12th of March, 1813,
universally segrented, and leaving behind her a
deop and lasting impression of her many bright
and attractive virtues. W hat her mother’s grief
was under this melanchely dispensation, God
alone knew ; for the most attonuve observer
could,only discover in her a calin submission 10
the will of Gad, a peacefu] resignation into his
hands of that amiablo child, who ,was ripa for
hieaven, and whose sanchification had been the
unceasing object of her maternal and anxious
caro. .

Mother Seton was a dzily visiter to the different
clastwooms of her academv, and contribnted as
much 2s possibla hy har awn exertions to dimimsh

wceasuro for her community, in the translation of
sume useful works. Shealso compiled a course
of wstructions for the uso of the sister who had
the charge of picpnnng the childred fur thew
first communion.

Thy conunual accessions to the numnber of
hoarders and candidates for the communuy, gave
full employment to the zcal and charny of tlus
goud mother ; for along ume she hersell in-
structed the novices and candidates. The
manner 1n whizh sho delivered her oxhortations
and the unction of hor woids, were strong and
anequivocal evidences of the ardent luve of Cod
that filled hor own heart. On such occasivas
she commonly used a French book, and read
from it with as much facility asif 1t were her
vernacular 1anguage, adding her own reflections
10 1nculeato a spint of sacnfice, of muruificauion,
and a genurous and willing conformity to the
willof God. Her words were doubly 1mprensive,
sirengthoned as they were by the forco of her
example. A spirit of huly poverty was to be
seen w her elothing, her furnitore, and even 1n
the vse of her papur and pe.s. The coarsest
and tho cheapest papsr was her choice, and she
invarably made uso of the refuse of the pent
from the clasgercoms, to iropreas upon her
spititual daughtera by her exsmple the same
wustue of tbnegation.  She rose generally with
the community at fouro’clock in the morning,
and was ono of the first 1n repairing to the lall
of prayer and meditation, where she remained 1n
a kneehng and devout posturs during tha per-
formanco of thote exercises. 1In assistiog at the
divine sacrifice she dwelt 10 epiit on the
sufferings of our Liord during his passion, part-
colarly the last stage ot it on mount Calvary.
‘The prayers of St. Eridget wera among her
faverite devotions, as well. 20 the recitation of
the Te Deum after mass, the Magntfieat, the
Apostle’s Creed, the. Peaims, and moro especially
the canticle of the threc oluldren.  She frequent.
ly tead the history of our Saviour’s passion and
always on her knees. The feast of Corpus
Chriati she celebrated with peculiar ssntiments
of piety, and dunng us uctave her lively fauh
and ardent love of God werc strikingly visible in
her deportment, and were a source of edification
to alt around her. Her's was the silent piety of
the heart, though her expressive countenance
indicated the interior joy that dwelt within, and
at imes the fercor of her soul would gush forth
asfrom an overflowing fountain. ‘They who
frequently accompanied her in her walk 10 the

the labor of the other sistera. The mereicomotery, sttll retain the 1impression of the

effectually 1o succeed in the education of her
pupils, she stud.ed their disposition, and endea-
voured to gain thetr affections.  YWhen she had
obtained an ascendancy over their heans, ashe
embraced every opportumity of inspiring thero
with a love of vittue. In her conversations with
the eldar boarders, her object was as much to
instruct them in the quuhifications that become
mothers and munistress of families, as in the
virtues that adorn the hife of a chnstian.  Every
attention was bestowed upon their physical and
moral welfate, and dunng a few days that she
was confined to her roum by 1wdisposition, her
ooly regret was that she could not devote her-
solf moreconstantlv to their service. Whenever
she appeared among the pupils, every eyo
bezmed with gladnees and zpoke a welcome, for
her presence was 2 signal that every one would
recevo a word of Kkindness, of edification and
encouragement.

In thecourse of the year during which the
aew regulalions were tesied, many yoony per-
sons offered thewmselves as condidates for the
sisterhoud, and aftec an examination of their
vocation were admitted. The 19th of Joly,
1813, was a day of thnlling intercst for Mother
Seton and hor nising commauniy  On that day,
the fezst of St. Vincent o Piul, ehe with
seventeen of hor sisters, presented their iirsid
vows at the foot of the altar, publicly professing
the gensrons consecrativn to God, in the service
of their fcllow beings. The same festival is
annually observed by the siaters at St. Joseph's,
28 30 occasion of renewing their religious engage-
ments.

Mre. Scton’s assistance in the academy being
no longer neceasary, Mr. Dubuis, well acquainted
with her talents, turned her attemion to the
translation of tho conferentes of St. Vincent
This she did with a petfect submission of her
own will; for had ¢ho followed her own
snchinations, she would have taked a more actise
partin the auues of the school and sisterhvod
But her director knew well that she could notbe

more profitably cmpluyed, than in pioparing a

i glowing piety she oftenexhibited on this oceasion,
whan casting her eyesupon the glory and majesty
of the setung sun, she exclauned with; extended
arms and deepest emotivon, ‘* my soul doth
magnify the Lord, and my heart rejoiceth in
God my Saviour.”” Her manner in governing
the sisters and children was mild but firm and
squal. She was n the fullest sense of the word,
a mother. If at times she had occasion to
admnister veproof she never manifested any
quickness of temper 1n her adwomuions. Peaco
and order characterized all her movements. er
uniforn kindness to all was the bond which con
centrated all hearts in her’s. In her conversu-
tions with the tutoress as she would exhort them
to torbearance, aud recommended to them the
practice of :nvoking the guradizn angels of ther
pupils, adding : ** be to them 3s our guerdian
angels are to us ;" she took a special care of
the avalid sisters, visiting them frequently and
proocuring for them every relief and assistanco
1n her power, ofien saying ihat ihe sick were 2
source of blezsings to the housa.
{To be concluded in our next.)
———

BIRMINGHAM.

Tae Late Rigur Rev. Dr, Warsu —The
golemn obsequies of the Right Rev Bishop
Walsh, who for twenty five years was tho Cath-
olic Bishup of the Central District, 20d was
within the last six months translated to the
London District, took place at St Chad’s Cathes
dral, an the 2ad wet. I8 lordship’s death took
place at his cpiscopal residence in London, on
Sunday, the 18th ult.,, and a solemn Requiem
was celebrated over his remains at St Mary's
Moorfields, in the metropols, on Wednesday the
28th uit. ; bot on the request of the Bishop and
Clergy of the Central District, Bishop Wiscman
(who has succeeded Bishop Walsh in Londun)
consented that the remains of this venerable
prelato should be dgposited in the crypt of the
Cathiedral Church of St Chad's, Birmingham,
which he ha. Limsell erected. Tho body ar-
rired from Loudon on tho Thursday cvening,
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and was depusited 1o he ¢ ube aia), when the
mat 03 and lauds tor the dcad wers edlennly
chanted. Un the Frday muraing, by ten o'clock,
the cathedral was crowded, the sanctuary was
lined with black, and in tho centre of the charch
vas erected a catalalque 10 the anctent form
which canopied the bier, and swas decorated
with shields and escutcheons, beaning the arms
and other devices of the deceased prelate. Thy
coffin was cov~zad with purply velvet, and richly
vrnamented, the body of the prelate being, 3¢
we underatand, clothed in his opiscopal orma-
ments, as when celebraung High Mass, a3 pre-
scnibed by tho mitual, Upon the coffin were
placed the mitre and crosier of the departed.—
Atound the catafalque were placed tall stands of
brass, bearing torches of ye'law wax. Soca
after ten the long procession of the Clergy of
the District issued forth from she sacrlsty, closed.
by the Bishop in pontifical habits of black, with
white .utre. ‘The Asustant Priest was tho Rev
Dr Wee tal, the Vicar Genoral, in black cope .
the Assistant Deacon and Subdeacon to the
Bishop wore the Rev Mt Bagnall, of Oscott, and
the Rev Mr Browa, President of tho seminary of
Sedgley Park. The Deacon and S.b-deacon of
the Mass wore the Rev Mr Ivers, and the Rer
Mr Molloy, of this town; the Master of the
Ceremunies, the Rev Mc Menh, assisced by Mr
Estcourt and Mr Powoll.  The Clergy took their
places partly in the stall of the sanctuary, and
partly atound the catafalque, tbus connecting is
with the cetemonial in the sanctuary. Bishop
U.fathorne, the successor of Bishop Walsh ia
the Central District, chanted the Mass de requi
em, and-the dirge was sung by the choir of St
Chad’s, in the Gregorian Chant, which is of a
vory soleran and pathetic character. At the
close of the Mass, ths Bishup exchunged the
chasuble for & cope, and leaving his throne, took
his acat, accompanied by his atiendants, at the
head of the bier, when the Very Rev. Dr. Woo-
dall, an intimate friend of the late Bishap’s, from
his youth, ascended the pulpit, and delivered the
funeral oration of the departed prelate. We
understand that this beaotiful discourse, in which
the Vicar~General unfolded the character, the
virtues, life, death, and public works of tho late
Bishop is to be publistied. After the discourse,
the pathetic conclusion of which moved many 10
tears, a solemn tite, called the alsolutiones, was
performed at the bier; this rito, as then perform-
ed, is peculiar to Bishups and Princes. Four of
the dignitaries present were clothed in black
copes, and took their statiuna a1 the four angles
of tha bier, the Bishop remaining at tho head.~—
Torch bearers were arranped along the sides,
various attendants, exercising different functions,
Jook their places, and each ofthe five dignitaries,
viz., the Bishop, the Abboit of Mount Salnt
Bernard's, the General of ths English Benedics
tires, the Vicar-General, and the President of
the College of St Mary's Oscott, after an antie
phon had been sunz enoircled the bier, each in
suscassion first eprinkling it with holy water,
and a second time incensing with the thurible
the remains of the departed Bishop, and then,
chanting the prescribad prayers of the ritgal.—
Afier the Bishop, who was the last ta civele the
remains, had sung the Jast prayer, the funeral
procession proceeded through the great duors
the ontrance of the crypt. Here, in the grea
chiapel of the erypt, which was entirely filled
with Clergy bearing lighted tapers ; the funeral
service was performed, aud the procession thes
returned to tho church, Wo understand that a
very beavuful monument, designed by A. Wel-
by Pugin, Esq., in tho style of the fourteenth
century, will be erected 1o the departed Bishop
by subscription, in St Chad’s, 10 perpetuate his
memosy ; and that, being the founder of the
cathedral, this monument, which 1s to be enriche
ed with various sculptured figures, as well as
by the reclining cffigies o3 Bishop Walsh, will
accupy a conspicaous posion near the Lady
Chapsl. '

——

ProsevyTisy.~— We have it an unimpeachable
authority that in the neighbonrhood of Lismore,
visits have been paid to the homes of some of 1he
distressed poor, and the sw of one shilling a
day offered to each persun who wyid confargy
to the Protestant Church ' Will not the Shxis-
tizn world pronoance ils indignant condemnativa
of this nofaricus system ™—Corzespondent eof
Waterford Journgl, .
— 7 e

DITECTORY FOR 1849,

The Dircctory for 1819—just Publishiipa

Price 74d—can be obtained at this Offige,




