
4U<ne the counten&nce of Choir ancietît betitaettdss.
lier liraie %vas in every ruouth, an&~ lier funeral
wvas litte a triuimph. À multitude of permins of
oery tanK follmwed the body tu the place of*iuter--
ment, andI ail lier relatives %vere pr-ocrit at the 'taùt
ineut niarrýites. .

Miîen the funeral service %vqs over, the Iady'e
tainiIy openet i er will. l'lera %vas a Iegaey of
two thousaind crowns for Sophy. Titiseusin iva tu
serve iier ta a dowry, and she was to retcfrc thec
intercst of it froin the death oôf M1acIaîî de Lin-
den.

Sophv %vas aise left the liberty of choosing atIy
thing, site like d bebt amongst the lîrecieus articles
of lier inistress.

T<hese kcindly dispositions of thc deceajed in
faveur of a poor girl %sliom she had takltr into ber
liruse wvas flot cntirely agreeable te lier relatives,
wlio %vert anxious ta Set riti of Sopby with a few
piees of money.

Thora wvere, ir 2onsequence, loud mturmnura, but
the ivili of the testairix %vis saered, and sheulti be
executed. But wlîat p'articularly veted the young
girls wbo were relatives of the lady, %-.as Sophy's
clîoice of any thing Chat she plcased auiion-st tlie
valuable articles of their.cousin.

Weil, niy goed girl, said one of <hein tho tnorq*-
îng after the funeral, if 1 wvere in your place, 1
-.ýiuld taIre cbis liandsome dress which iny cousin
,sa scIdoin %vore. Seo how %voll made it is. It
would fit ydu te a niccty. It vas lier wvedding
drcss. The Lord knowvs ail it cest lier, fer it is
madie of a very valuabie material, andi see <bis
beautifut wvreath ef flowers Chat goes ail round it.
'rry it on you. It ivill serve for your wedding
day. Tlhere neyer was a yoring girl cf your con-
dition se wcil arraycd as you wili be.

The Chevaiter de Hagen, a retired offleer, a
worthy horest aan, qnd- a membir of thie famuly
aise, ivas present w~hen they attempted te circum-
vent paor Sophy in cii marner, and hie said dryly
te bis young cousins, Stop ladies, don't be laying
snares for this, poor girl. This dress wlich you
want ber te taIre iii not ut ail suitaille fer a person
of ber condition ; give bier tinie te reflèlet on ber
ehoice.

.Yes, said the notary ; 1 aîin of Mr. de Ilagan 's
opinion, Sùphy ougit, te be freo in ber choice.
Besides, it was the wish cf the deceaseti, wliese
iutentions arc very fermaily expressed. Madam
de ILaden bas left valuable articles bebina hier,
anîd 1 do nlot suppose she ever dreamed of
bcque.-hling such a -trifle as this te this good girl.
If she did slie %woult eîtainly bave ientioned it
herseif. Sopby bas served her for a long time
with rara attention, and 1 have often heard lier
inistress amak in the higheaç terçxis of hzr pro.
bity.

Let hier decide <lien at once, and put an end
te tiiese disputeb, criad out thie young ladies.

Sophy, eowcver, was for a long tieite uridocidoti.
Otie -;poke te ber cf one thing, anotîter of anol lier.
'lho coolc lècoinmended lier te Cake a iriagniticent
ring cnriclîed wvith diainds ; *the gai-den 'er
adviged her te take a niedalien, on %Vlsich %vas
iriscrusted tho p-)rtr.tit of Mladain de Liriden ; thie
servant praisoti a neck-iaee of fine pearîs, as beitig
a valuable article, and crie that %vould bc et .4ervice
sa~ time of ne0*1l.

On the folloWirig day the Loirs met togetiier
again, andi pressed Sophy to corne te serne deci-
sien. Consulting only <lie dietates cf lier lseart,
tlie good girl relieti.

Mly beloveti mistress sheved tue sô tnany marlis
of favM~r, that 1 should nover presurne te requiro
any other remembrance cf lier than hier past
boutîty, if sho fiad net been pleased te :ienti'n it
in lier wfli. Tlîe article Nvlîich) 1 beg you Co give'
me has ne esterior value, but 1 prizo it very liiglily
on acceunt cf the receliections %viiielà it bririgs te
uly inid. Hiave the goodness tîten te Sive nme tilt
woeden cross* w bicl she prcssed te lier lips at lier
laý..t moments, and which site watered' whih lier
<cars wiien slie was passing te a botter life. This
article will crown ail iny desires. 1 will look
upon it as a pietige cf liappiness. II will recaîl te
my mni tlie virtues cf hier who %vas a second
nitther te nie, and whose exainple andi advice 1
%vil neyer furget. This cross wiii toach tie te
live like the charitable lady te %vbonu it belorigcd,
andi oh! that 1 ceulti one day die like ber ! Say-
ing these words, Sephy wvas greatiy noveti, and
lifted up ber fervent counitenance te lieaveri, as if
te invoke tlhe tcstimony cf her whoni she believeti
te be atready in possession of eternal, bliss.

The relatives of Madain de Liinden coulti net
conceal Cheir astenishment on heaWing <bis request
cf Sophy. They wvere in the greatest hurry ta put
thie little cross into her harid, lest suie shouiti
change hler niind, and asked hier seve rai times
%whether the vas net satisfieti. They corapti-
mented her on lier piety, and praised lier attaeh-
ment te bier late mistress, whilst at the sarne-time
tiîey were laughing in secret at ber sinpiicity.

When <boy heard at the Cbateau cf <the choice
Sophy hati made, they bianiet ber greatly for ber
disintcrestedness. TJhe cok said, IlWbat foliy
te have asked this little cross!1 couldn't yen choose
something valuabie ? and besides yen niight have
got this ini another way if you ivisFed. You rnuigt
have talien it without telling any one. Yeu have
acteti like a L..il in <bis affair, anti you'il be jorry
for it befere yen die."

No, îny good Sophy, said the old grardener, yeu
bave acteti like a Christian, k> or hc
teflets'credit on yen. 1 atù certaini this cross will


