THE COMMERCIAL

(48
§hw.wmw.w.v.‘. VAN MWﬁMWMWM\MVMMWNMWWWMWN%
= RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, :
: Rapd Dovelopment o the Vas, Minera Wesith :
RN AN NN AN AN NN AN AR

I:' & recent numbor wo gaveo a8 re.
view of the new railway work jn the
castorn portion of Western Canady, in.
cluding Manitobo, tho Territories and
that portion of Ontario lying west of
Lake Superior. This week
tinue the subject, taking the remafn.
ing portion of the West whore new
railway work has beon carriod on dur.
ing the past yoar. This takes In the
southiern portion of the great province
of British Columbin, where somo very
important work has been duno dur.
ing the ycar. Operations in British
.Columbia have not been on as exten.
sive o scale as during tho previous
year, whon tho Crow's Nest Railway
was under construction, but neverthe.
less the work dono has boen of a nature
calculated to develop vast and rich
mmeral reglons in this great provines

The most important work done dur.
ing the ycar was the construction of
tho railway into the now well-known
Boundary Creck’ country. This dis.
trict, though unknown a , very short
time ago, i now familiar to thousands
of Canadians all over the country. Sov.
cral flourishing towns have grown up
in the region within the past two
years, and travellers from wholesale
centreg toth cast and west are con.
tending for the trade of the district.
A good deal of development work has
already been done in tho distriet, and
several riclh mining camps are now
thoroughly established.

COLUMBIA & WESTERN.

The DPoupdary Creek road, known
also a8 the Columbia & Western, was
put under construction during 1898,
and work continued on the lino
throughout the past yorr. ‘Tho
road is being built by the Canadian
Pacific Railway Co., and will virtually
form a western extension of the Crow's
Nest liue, the Columbia & Kootenay line
forming the link between tho Crow's
Nest and the Columbia & Western or
loundary Creek road. Tho new road
vegine aw Robson and oxtonds in o
westerly direction to Midway, o dis-
tance o! 105 miles, though owing to
thie heavy naturo of the country vhe
lino is not a very direét onc. 'This
road has been a jvory- dilficult picco

or railway building, but these diffi.
cultics have been overcome and the
road I8 now about complotevl. 'Tho

rals have been, laid to Midway, which
is the terminus of the section under
construction. Eventually the road
may be continued heyond Midway and
surveys are heing made to find the Lest
route for this purpose, but there is
nothing settled about this as yet. 4

wo con.

regular train servico had not beon es..

tublished as far as Midway at tha timo
of writing, but may bo announced he-
fore this Is In print. At any rate it
g only a matter of o fow days.

The work on the matn Jine of this
road has been delayed consklerably in
order to allow of the construction of
several branches to mining camps in
the district., Thd road will dovelop n
rich mining territory and add  im.
measurably to the wealth of the
country at large,

COLUMBIA & WESTERN BRANCHES.
As already noted, the work of com.
pleting the main line of the Columbia
and Westcrn was delayed conslderably
fn order to allow of the construction
of eeveral branch and spur lines to
mining camps in tho district, Some
of these spur lines are quitq short, but
thoy nevertheless represented o great
dea) of Inbor and expenditure of money,
owing to the heavy nature of the coun.
try. Theso spurs will bo of immense
value to the mines m  the districr,
which theoy aro intended to develop.
One of theso branches stiarts from
Greenwood, It is a short iine of 51.2
miles fn length, and is known as tho
Motleriode branch, It reaches tho
nining camp north of Greonwood. An.
other branch starts frcm Lholt, and
is about ten miies long. fFrom this
short branch cliere are six spur tracks,
ranging from atout half o, milo to
three and a half miles in length, and
reaching varjious mines in tho gdistrict
about Phoenix. Thére is also ahall
mile spur to Greenwood smelter. In
all, these branches and spurs aggre.
gate over 26 miles of road. ‘lhe dis.
trict alout Phoenix is vory rich and
already a large number of mines aro
showing good results there.
CRANBROOK RRANCH.
Another short but important new
line, which hag Leen undertaken dur.
tng the past year, is a branch of the
Crow’s Nest road, extending trom
Cranbrook to XKimberloy, and the
North Star w:mes, a d'stance of atout
nineteen miles. This road will e
finished, it s hoped, about the end
of this month. The road s intonded
to give railway facilitios to the North
Star and other mines in this rich wmin-
eral scetion, It will be a valuable feeqd.
or {0 the maln line, and a great ad-
vantage to the mines In the dlstrics.
TROLGT LAKE PRANCEH.
Another short line which is heing
lm'lt in the Kootenay country for the
. . R. g the Trout Lake branch.
'.Cl.ls line will run from Lardo, on Koot-
enay Lako to Duncan Lake, and Trout

Lake, a distance of about 28 miles,
Tlere are many - valuable mines in this
distriet, to which the railway will be
a great advantage, affording them
shipping facilities for their ores. On
this new e about 12 mi':s have
been eleared, and grading iIs  belng
pushed forward. It Is hoped to have
the road completed during the enrly
portion of 1900. This road may be
extondad north to counect at Arrnw.
head with tho branch running south
from the Canadian~ Paclfic railway
maiu line at Revelstoke.

NORTHERN EXTENSIONS.

The Greut Northern hat :also heen
dolng some work during tha pust
yeur it oxtending its intecests ln e
Koutchay districts of British Colum-
ia. A branch runs north f{rcm the
Grecat Northtern at  Spokane, \WVash-
fngton state, known as tue Spokune
& Northern, This road rcaches Nal-
son, under ithe name of thy Nelson &
Fort Shepherd. ‘fhere is also a branch
from the Spokane road o Rosslauld.
These Jines are controlled oy the Great
Northern, There Is also a stort line
from Kaslo to Cody and 8asdoy, son-
trolletd by the Great Northern, Tids
jne Is conuecteq by‘ steamsrs on iXoo-
tenay lake, with the Greas Nerinern
system.

During, the past year¢ tue Great
Nortitern hae built o road ar ~rward
from Lonmner’s- Ferry, ldalo on its
main line, to a point west of Creston,
on the Crow's Nest branch 2i the Can-
adian I'acific railway. This s known
as the REedlington rond. ‘ine Great
Nortliern secured aun order {rom the
railway committee of the pavy coun-
cil, giving it running powst ovet atout
cight mkes of the CTrow's Wcot roaq,
from the junction with that road to
a point near Kootenay iake. 1he line
then branclies off o distancs »f about
three miles to Kceotenay iake, having
fts terminue at a point canied Kuska-
nouk, op the Jake, where wounection
will be made with the steammers on
the lake. This makes three liney
conirolled by the Great Northeru,
whith crose the hkoundary from the
Unitcd States into the Wootenuy «lig-
trict of Brisish Columbia, namely, the
Nelson & Itort Shepherd to Nelson,
the branch to Rossland, andg the new
branch from Bonner's Feiry, vin Bed-
lington, and the Crow's Nest line to
Kuskanook. The Kootenay Railway &
Navigation Co., which controlls the
steamers oy Kootenay lake, is a part
of the system. The length »f tiic new
Bedilington road in Canadian tcrritory,
exclusfteof the portion of the Crow's
Nest over which it has runming posver,
is alout ten miles. The new: ilne via
Bedlington gives the (Freat Worthern
much sl:orter communication wisht the
Kootenay country than by the uld
road from Spokane.

Auother new iine which will form
a par, of the Great Northern system,
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