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TUE FREU DINAIIE ORIAZE.
O)Wing ta the clu!o Commercial and social

relations botweou Cauada, ant iber big re-
publican tueiglibor te tlie Bouth, affaira in tItis
country are quiohly affecteti by conditions in
the Unitedi States. Sovere commercial de-
pression there iili lcad ta an unïitM.iaeWtry
businesssituatn(in biera, andi prosporous tinies
thora will belp grcatly ta mako gooti tiares
in this countr-v. The political situation haro
is also influencod te sorn exttent by con-
ditiens in the Unitedi States, îvhile ih is well
knowvn that atrikting social mnovements
usually have their day incach country. We
many thereforo expeet that the lueo coinago
crare, which is the popular lad in the Unitedi
States at the present time, iwill extenti itz
influence ta serne extont at lcast ta this
country. Somae years age whon the Ilflat
rinuy 1 craze was ah itz heighh in the re-
public, the agitation spreati tD Canada. The
cry %vas taken up bore by soveral cf our
peliticions andi others, and *'rmg babyisrnIl
bad quite a following in Canada, whilo meet-
ings %vero hald througbout the country ta
work up popular interest ia favor of the
moveinent.

Se fer we have hearti vory little cf the free
coinage crazo in Canada, thougb the movo-
ment bas talion a vory strong grip on tbe
people ia the Unitedi States ah tbe presont
trne, particularly in the seuth anti west.
The tact that we bave a goneral election on
band liera say have tontie te draw atten-
tion frein the fre silver inovemtent, anti
rerlmaps the Venczucia incident bas made us
fer a time inclineti te disreg<ird events in the
republic. At aîîy rate, we bave so far
bren tolemably frce from the fre ceinage
agitation, and it is ta ho hepeti that con-
ditions %vill romain se.

The agitation fer fren coinage seerna ta
have gaineti grounti very faLt ia the Unitedi
States during the past tiio or tbrco years,
and at the proent timo it looks as tbeugh
tho silvar miea wilI contre! the Dernocratie,
party ah the ceming Chicagecoýnvention. in
tact it is admitteti by soma wlio are opposeti
te the movemont, that tihe silver mon bave e.
gooti prospect et controlling the convention.
Tho Silver mcn are net as strong in tho Be-
publican part.y, but thy bave quite a
folloving tbere alse. It has bccn rumoreti
that if the silvor men succet in cantrelling
tInt Chicago convention, that some cf tbe
leading 11 ound money"1 moni may go ever
te the Rctpublican Party in a body, in case
tint Ropublicans tube a fira stand in faver cf
souamency. Tho monotary question is
rcally the great issue in the Unitedi States ah
the moment, evershadowîng for tbe time
keing oven the tariff question. Finanicial,
berce scourna ta have ru mati, anti it may
take the combinei atrongth o! al ativecates
Of a Sound currency, in both tho great
POlîtical parties, to stemn the tIda cf the
present "cheap" moaey movemeat. Un-
doubtodly the -prenot agitation je the cause'

ta a largoe .tOnt of tho prosont c-mnrnrclal
anti financial contraction in the Tifiteti
States, anti an important factor in securing
tho low pricos ruliug for many staples.

STREET DRAINAGIE NEEDEU.
A ehort bulletin en road-tualing bas bc

issued from the Ountario department et
agriculture by the provincial instructor in
read.making. This pamphlet laya great
stres on drainage as the first requisito in
making geeti roatis. Tho pamphlet says,
IPerfect drainage, firat, ot the fouadation

et the ruati-bed, andi aecenidly, et the roati
surface, are the peinte in road-making on
which toc much strasscontnt ha laid," Ah
the presont Lime thore is an agitaticu a i n-
nipeg for botter streot8. Perbapa it iweuld
ho well ta start hy first securing botter
drainage. Te say that \Vinnipeg's sls-ecte
are badly taincti is te pass over tho mýatter
very lightly. Poo)ls oi ivater standing in the
ditches, withont any enhlot, are commnut
even in tho closoly-built-up portions cf the
city, îi'hile in the nestern portions cf the
city in wot woather, the streets appcar simply
as streaka of mud, strung euh botwean pools
of water.. Drainage is corhainly very badly
needeti ail arounti t.he limita of th city, ta
parry off these, great pools cf stagnant water,
wbich stand for wccks fostering in the sun
a! ter overy spring freshet or heavy rain.
Event in the central parts cf the city, as we-

ibave stated, pools cf filthy, elimy water are
semetimes met with, where they lie for weeks,
unhil gradually drieti up hy the sun or
absorbeti by the earvli, leaving belle of sour,
eozing mund, mbich give forth foui gasses for
soveral tiays atr the wator bas disappoareti
frent he surface. Just a sto3p off Priacess
titrant, anti botwcon that Streeh anthe central
fire ball, right ia the heart cf the city, co
of thms foul pools of water, gave forth itsý
offensive adors aIl lat weok ta passers hy.
ThoeoS net appear to le a sulfliiot num-
ber cf catdh-basins ta carry off the surface
rter swen in tht' portions cf the cihy whe re
sewers have boon bult, or thes ponds of
filtby water weulti not ho standing abeut in
this way.

If gooti drainage is the first requisite fer
gooti shreets, andtihe statemtent scouts to
appeal to ceni Strnso, then wo might as*
well abandon the idea, of having geood streeta
unhit botter drainage la accureti fer ýtbe cihy.

JIiff-HANBLEIJ TRIADE SITUIATION.,
'France *bas deciadt ta drop bier se-

calleti pretecterataoeor Madagascar anti
fully annex that large islanti, making it a.
French colony. This is owing ta the difli-
culty which ha% ariseu between France on
the co baud anti Great Britain anti othor
ceunitries on theoether, regarding troatico
.which the latter countries bati with Madagas-
car. Great Brihain rofuseti ta subinit te the
abrogation cf be r hreaty with Madagascar, as
desireti by Franco, but aow that the islanti
bas bean preclaimeti a French colcny, GPreat
Britain anti cher couritries, will have ta
,subrnft ta the abrogationuof their treahies with
Madagascar. The ane dilllculty exista
botwoon Great.Britain and Francè in norhh-
oncr A.frica.' Fmazco bas* oxtendeti her ini-

fluence, ovûr the 'territory Ilying cast of ber
colony o! Algeria. These countrtiS are
nomnally subjcct ta Turkey. Grcat Britain
bate a troaty with Tunis, whtch France wishos
to havi: revokod, since she bas oceupied the
country, but as thesa countries are nominal
depondoncios of Turkey, they cannothbo fully
entiezed by Franco.

Etnrope'au influence bas boon extcnded
rapidly over Africa during recent years,
Great Britain, Franco and Germnny obtain-
iug the larger portions. Commerce is tho
jrinciple incentive to those acquisitioias of
torritory. WVbat is particularly wortby of
note is the différent policy pursuefi by Great
flritain, as compartil with other nations, ixi
oxtending bier torritery. The B3ritish acqui-
sitions are at once thrown open te the world,
anti British commerce bas no special privileges
nor protection thoroin, On the othor band,
the French and Germon policy bas bean ta
force trade into theirown. banda by arbitrary
laws and higli tariffs. This policy i§ the
most intoresting teature of the great colonial
e«tensions cf European powor in Africa and
elsewhEre, Of latO yearS.

No doubt the plan followed by Fur ipean
entries in regard: te commerce ai the Ir
colonies, will bave an influence on the debatos
at the grezt trade conférence cf the British
Empire, in session ah London at the time cf
writing. The ques*.ien will ho aslted: Why
should Great flritaiii throw bier possessions
open ta those countries which oysternatically
pursue the poliry of driving ail foreign -cpm-
merce fim their colonies? Considerable
rnuttering bas alroady basn hoard on accounit
cf this one-sided situation, andi it will bo
interesting te leara just what view the groat
Blritish trade conference will tako cf the
matter. _________

EflITORIAL NOTES.
LAnun SethiomeontS of Drunkards are being

formeti in North Dakota anti other north-
western statos. These people are notso narnet
frein any over indulgence in alcoholic stimut-
lante, as some mighh supposa the iarne im-
î>lied, through au errer in erthography. On
the other band they are saiti ta ho a very
intelligent anti tbrifty agrieultural people.
The naine distinguishes them, according to
their religions; and social customns. They are
as a community, groatly athacheti ta agri.
cultural pursuits, anti are speken cf as boing
industrkf,us, intelligent and progressive.
Thoy ivili undloubtedly forrn a very desirable
addition to the population cf the nerth-
western statzs. Peossibly sorne cf theso peo-
ple might be induced ta settle in, western
Canada, if an effort were matie ta attrach
thom bore. They are already, we are to'd,
înigrating in a large volume ta the contry
immediately seuth of the boundry, which. in
a general sense, la in this direction, and it
might net be ifficult to iaduce somanocf theni
to locate on this aide of tho lino.

LAsT weok an itAim was pablishet in Tho
Commercial regarting the disposai cf elevator
sceds. It 'was stateti that the provincial do-i
Partaient cf agiculture bai been madie
aware cf the moct that olevator mon anti
ochars wffl dispoing of. planings ftom..
grain, which is cemposeti principally of the


