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penses, anti oliy bosaIarie.,lr, ilt
etc, bein ' taken iito conîsideration. Tho
town is iloW %itlîout fore protection, and
the coitîmisuiono(rs ostiianate tliat an ex-
peiditure of $6,500 is absoîutely ilecessary
to provid* lire Pngime, lioso and repairs to
taiks, etc. Th'iis ilirnont, iîowever, is not
taketi into coule, as it is tisouglit, it couid
ho covered front collections of bms*k taxès
nlow due.

The'-cominissiolieri; conclude, a! ter conl-
siderittg the various features of the case,
that 25 illills 01 the <louai'., on ail assess-
mnt of $560,0:36, is the very outside
whiclî could be collected. This would

t'ive a suil of $IO0,500, allowiàig 25 per
cent. for uîîcoleted taxes vaulh year.
Dedurtiing front titis tise auiount to mecet
curreiit expenses, anad a balancé of $3,546
wvould reinin, tu bie apphied on delit.
The coinimirsioJCrs coiiclude thse report as
foliowx *6-

"lYour coianissioîcrs. are therefore ni opinion
tuiat takitig into careftil considcration ail lte
circuistalces before ieîîtioaaed,

Vie înuniicipality of the town o! Portage la
Prairie is able to asiuie only 40 per cent. oi
its gross liabilities, viiz, 8113,791.56, and to pay
interest oùa the saine nt the rate cf 3 per cent.
pet t-nzium, payable lhait yeadcy, aniti they linvo
flie hor.or t0 80 report.

Andi they further report that there is flot, iii
thieir opinion, any jînînediate prospect, or oven
for soine yeaTs, anly reasonablo hiopo of the town
being able to assunit a larger proportion o! ils
liabulities thtan beforo etatedl."

A contemplation of' this 1 %-port is îr.)t a
pleusant iisatter, aitd places lite affhdrs of
the town in even a worso ligît Lisit wvas
previously supposed. The cona uissioiners,
howevcr, are nien competent to gve an
accurate staternent, and frontî a careful
study of their report, they secruî toliave
arrived at a conclusion wlîich caunot wel
bè disputed. If' is stated that; nost of
the buildings are covcred hy m)ortg,,ag«e,
and that; rany buildings are offered for
sale, together with the la'ids upon which
they -are erected, at less titan the original
cost o! thle iaterial used iii construction.
Altogether thé report prescrits oa sâd, coin-
nlentary on the boomi days of 1881--82.
It is to lie hoped tlîat a seutlemeunt of
some kind nay bie speedily arrived at, so
that the town. may bie given a chance to
recuperate and improve. As it is no ad-
vancement crait, be imade, arei the longer
the delay the less valuâble will becomne
the claims agnifist the toivi. Portage la
P.raliie has snne good natural advantages,
which wociild no doubt be turned to accounit
ah ')uld. e settieie nt be nude, and the
totwn niight in- thim case show- a -vitiity;

whlîi tvould surprise oveni the commis-
sioners who have made tise presemît re.
port. At ally lRte it iii to bu hopcd $01110
arrangement tvil) result from tho investi.
gatiou, anîd that, at sostie future date thu
towil %vil ho able to ileet its liailiitirs ili
full. __________

As a result of ail tho turniig and twist-
il%; guing- on iii local political circles, a
iiew cabhinet lias Ijeon evolved. It lias
been k iowni for soute tinte thbat tîsore was
soute wavering an the part of two or three
supporters o! the Govqriiiient, and re-
ports of dissensions in the cabinet itself
wmere liot wîaatiiîg. At tIse late meeting
of tu supporteis of tîmo Government,
Premier N'orquay aaad à1r. LaRiviere in-.
tirnated their intention of resigning their
portfolios, andI they )lave since carried
tlieir intention into effe.ct. Tie Preînicr's
resignation is uiderstood to have liceit
tenderetiiii favor o! Dr. Rai rison as lis
successor; at any rate, tlîe latter gentie-
tanan wua cailed upon to assume the forma-
tion of a cabinet. Tfli new cabinet lias
ben annouinced aîid is founci to consist
of Dr. Harrisc.n anîd .,tle two otîmer re-
iîiaitting inembers of the Noiîquay Gov-
ertîniènt, nanîely: Dr. WVil son and Yr
Hfamilton, with oite nev minister in the
persoîi of Mlr. fluike, and oite portfolio
hieltI vacatît. Tise hast immnîed aneiher
-vifl fi the place vacated liy Mr7. LaRtivicre
iii represpanting tlîe Frenchi section in tlîe
Legistature. The1 resigumations are sup-
posed to lac the itiniediâte outeoie of the
bluisder iii connectioîî with the handing
over of the provincial guarantee to the
fludson's Bay railway, before the latter
had obtained its land grant front the Do.
uilmiion. It is a question, hiowe.ver, eveia
aside f-rnt the Hudsoiî's Bay niatter, if
tihe Governrnent could have pulletI
thîrougli, after the inîcomîpetence and anis-
inanagemient displayed in laandling tlie
'Red River Valley railway sehpune.
hast the presemit iiove ta furit a new Gov .
erîsmneut is getterally considered. to be
sinîply a pre *viously arratnged shuffie, to
tide ov,,mr a crisis antI liold the supporters
of tie late Goveruinient togeether. %With
the îîarrow majority at, the back oi tie
Governitnent, a single supporter coulti mot
bce spared ai as seveial o! thiese ivere
knowîî to bie wavel'iug, soniething liad to,
be done. 1t is understooti the shuffle lias
been successful ia patching up eorne -sort
of &in agreement whicli will result, in. sus-
taining the new Government, at le&st

tenîp-rarily. Thiat it will nut iraove a
very 'asting arrangemnit seins to bc the
popular lbelitf, and a gencral électionî is
considered liy nimîîy as a probalîility of
the siear fuiture. Shoulît tme latter view
turai out to bie the case, it in to, ho hoped
ant ehection wouid lie the ni ane of returai-
ing better material tlîan now cornpode.9 a
considérable portion of the Legislature.

Wlîatever mnoy have been Mr. N~or-
quay's fauîts, iL is pretty generally coi%-
ceded tîtat the Governnient has lbt the
major portioni of its mbility liy his with-
drawal. Mr-. Buîrke, tise new member, is
atot kniown to, possess atay legislative
abuhity, aîîd o! tIse remaining olti ment-
bers îîotlîiîg very ilattering cart. bu saiti
in. the sanie direction. The niew Prenmier,
Dr. H-arrisonî, is kaîown to be a 'very stiff
party mai firet, wlaich is thc best (or
rather the worst iii the present junctur>
tlîat. cati lie said o! hlmii. In viev of the
fut tîxat not Jlng ago hoe fav'ored, railway
monopoly iii the iiiteresta o! Dominionï
Conservatism, his prescrit professions of
devotionu to the Ried River Valley rail-
îvay andi provin.cial interests generally,
are iînistrusted by inany. Tîsat he will
puslî forward the interests of the province
in opposition tc, Sir John andi the Dominion
Gavera nment, cati hardiy lie expecteti froin
a party nmat of Dr. Harrison's prociivities
WVith the anost vital interests o! tl prov-;
ince directly at issue with the policy of
the party mow in power at Ottawa, the
indepeadent people o! Manitoba can hard-
]y lie experteti to place entire confidence
in tueq new local Government, with a gen.
tienian at its head wlîu bas lieretofore
becai looked upon as thc stroncrest uphalti-
er of tho Dominion policy of any member
o! thielate provincial Goverient How-
ever, tie Hon. Dr. may surprise those
who are mow inclineti to look with,n-istrust
upon ]lis professions o! loyalty ta, the
provincial cause, nowt tflat he lias to face
a rather tryiîîg situation. His move-
rnents, liowever, will be watched very
closely, by ant inteîisely interested andi
earnest public, and any sigris o! wavering
iii certain 'ly produce a stormu of indig-

nation wlîich would render bis tenure of
office very uncertaîx. At best, with tlîe
narrow niiajority at lis backc, andI the dis-
cordant clémients among Ilis fol1owink
his -holtI of office ca-not lie very secure,
nor lits course very clear s-ailing. If the
coniing session of the Legislature le got
througli -itb, without a. general. split up
ail around, it will bie more than is expeet-
ed.by inany wlico are conversant with the
situation.


