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THAE COMMERCIAL.

IMMIGRATION,

The Now York Z'tmes has beon doing
somn cyphering on the immigration ques
tion and says that the tide rose gradually
after the closo of the war until 1872
when it reached 440,000, Thereaftor \'1e

tido was on the ebb until in 1877 it reach-
ed 130,000. Then began the flow, reach-
ing 250,000 in 1879; 603,000 in 1880;
720,000 in 1881, and 734,000 in 1882
In the last half of 1882 the entries wero
only 270,479 and from this the Ztmes in-
fers that the ebb set in about midsummer.
It saysi—“The unusual prosperity of the
country in 1880-81, especially in the egri-
cultural regions, taken in conjunction
with a comparatively adverse condition in
Europe, sufficiontly explains the vigor
with which the tide of immigration set
toward our shores, and the influences had
not expended their force in the first part
of 1882, But last year was by nomeans
80 favorable to new settlers in this coun.
try as the two which preceded, while the
conditions of life in Europe were less dis-
couraging to the class from which immi-
grants are chiefly drawn.” While we are
quite propared to accept the opinion of
the metropolitan daily in regard to, the
immigration which may be expected by
the United States we look for something
very different in store for the Canadian
North-west. Judging by the number of
passages already engaged in the Old Coun-
try by intending immigrants the hegira
froip Britain this year will be two or three
times an great as last year, It is true
the theimmigrants of lsst year encoun.
tarea many difficulties and discourage-
ments, while the winter has been the
sevesest on record, yet the sturdy com-
mon sense of the lnmigrants has enabled
them to see that the difficulties have been
jnevitable, the discouragements evanes-
cent and trials by climate and experience
from which this year no country has been
free and from whichthe residents of more
southern latitudes have suffered more se-
verely than have the immigrants in their
new home. The grand secret of the
great North-west is, that all who come
here feel that they have elbow room and
fair play. Men are willing to put up with
many things when they sce affltuence. not
like o spectre haunting their dreams, bnit
as o, mile-stone standing fixe: s the end
of a journey, the duration of which they
can easily estimate. Not only will the
motherlond send us a fermidable con-

tingent, but Germany and Seandinavia
will send the advance guard of an in-
dustrial horde who will be warmly wel-
comed in their andeavors to over-run and
subjugate the prairie domnin boneath the
sceptro of the hushandman, Canada and
the United States will do their part.
The army of Canadians soven nundred
thousand strong, now adding strength and
solidity to the neighboring republic will
receive little increase 9 its numbers save
that which nature brings, for Canadians
have at last learned that t*oir own land
offers them greater advantages than her
friendly neighbor. Tk. tide of immigra-
tion across the lines may be on the ebb;
but we fail to read aright the signs of the
times if the tide bu not only beginning to
flow upon and over the Great North-west.

Winnipeg Wholesale Markets,

The business of the weck has been sympa-
thetic with the weather, the moderation in the
temperature being followed by an increase in
the volume of busincss transacted. The-whole-
sale trade is by no means lively yet, nor will it
be until travel is casier in the country and far-
mers fecl disposed to let their grain go at the
current rates, which, it must be confessed, do
not offer much inducement. Until more grain
is marketed collections from the country cannot
be expected to show substantial improvement.
At preaent they are not really bad, but they
are not distinctly good. During the week sort-
ing orders were fairly numerous, and in some
branches of busincas a satisfactory spring open-
ing is recorded, but most of the honses have to
report on the part of retail buyers o certain
amount of timidity in making purchases, many
even of the largest houses in the province pre-
fernng to wait for the opening of inmmigration
before ordering except in a very modest way.
Quite & fair business has been done during the
week for points far west, and the tradars who
accompany the tracklayers are taking time by
the forelock and getting their supplies to the
front, so as to be prepared for the early re-
sumption of railway construction. The report
for the week, taken as a whole is far from being
dull, it being decidedly the best week since the
new year. Business is decidedly in the ascend-
ant. .

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY,

During the week sales were, as might be ex’
pected, merely nominal in agricultural machin.
ery. The receipts also were very small. owing
to the freipht blockade in Minnesota, On the
way thore are ten car loads of harvestirg ma.
chinecy, and as many more cars of miscellaneous
implements. The various houses are bisy stock-
ing provincial agencies, and prepsrations are
being made for a busy season.

BOOTS AND SHOES,

The spring trade not having fairly opened
and sorting winter trade being past, business in
the boot and shoe line is decidedly dull, collec-
tiona being sympathetically slow. A fow good

orders for spring aro being taken, and the out-
look is cheerful, thongh present oxperionce
could Lo moro enlivening,

" CLOTHING.

A fa’r measure of activity prevails in the
clothing business, which since the holiday sea-
son has shown strong recuperative powers. The
demead a% present is steady, and though collec-
lections are not up to a first-class standard they
are not by any means bad. For this scason of
tho year the trade ia in o much more satisfactory
cordition than could reasonably be expected.

CROCKERY AND GLASSWAKE,

One or two outfitting orders falling to be
added to the ordinary business made the volume
of trade Jast week much larger than that of any
week since the holidays. Even tho ordinary
demand showed an improvement; bué collec-
tions while still remaining fair, show no im-
provement on last week.

DRY GOODS.

The dry goods trade last weck was again dull
and it can hardly be said yet to have mised it-
self fiom the dead level of the holiday season.
While the actual dollars and cents record does
not show a material nlteration the leading firms
are in more cheerful spirits, and look ahead
with greater confidence to a revival in the not
distant future. The houses aro now well pre-
pared for the spring trade, and the signs are
that its coming will not be much longer delayed,
Tho grocery tradois being roused up, ana from
this the dry goods merchants m_%;dtake comforts
for the old maxim still holds sgdbd : *first our
belly, then our back.” Collections aro still in a
state which lo- ves something to be deaired, re-
tailers all des g as much time as can bo given
them, giving satisfactory rcasons for asking ac-
cominodation. \

DRUGS AND CHESIICALS,

The volumoe of business transacted in drugs
and chemicals during the week showed no in-
crcase on that of the preceding week, but was
still a fair weok’s business for this season of the
year. Orders from the provinces have not been
quite as numerous, nor have collections shown
any improvement. S\l no cause for serious
complaint is to be found.

FANCY GOODS AND SMALLWARES.

During the past week the trade done iu fancy
goods and smali wares, while not large was suf-
ficient to keep the whelesale houses moving at
a profit. The week was quite equal to the last,
and ‘vhile there is no improvement to be recorded
in collections this is one of the lines in which
there has not been much ground for complaint
this scason so far. Faic orders are being re-
ceived from travellers on the road, and they also
report the ontlook hopeiul.

FIsH, POULTRY AND GAME,

In the fish market, the™~coarser qualities con-
tinue plentiful, river jack being abundant and
easily procurable, evex in small quantitiesatde.
White fish are very scarce, and though still sell.
ing at 8c. this price is hardly much better than
nominal. Some fine sturgenn have found their
way to market, hut the quantity s too ‘small to
admit of quotations, The market has been g0
cleancd out of game and poultry that no quots-
tions can be given. ‘There i§ no immediafosup.
ply in sight. @
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