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THE CRITIC.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Prize—TwrxTy Dotrans.—In order to secura for the Christinas Number
of Tnk Cri1ic first class reading .atter, we have decided to offor u prizo of
twenty dollars for tho best story,-with the understanding that we aro at
liborty to snlect nuid publish the contributions of thoese who may comypote fur
the prize. Tho story must not oxceod thres thoueaud words, nor b less
than fifteen hundred. Tho vegular stall contributors for 'Tur Critic will
not compete for the prize. The stories will bo submilted to a committeo
of threo gentlemen, and the prizo will be awarded ULy theom tu the peison
gending the best. The now de-plune of the writar should be forwarded witlht
tho manuscript, the writer's real name being withheld until the nom-de-
plume of the prizo winner is announced in Tug Cruric.  Stories to be for-

waided to the Editor of I'un Cintie, 161 Hollis Streat, Halifux, not later than
Oct, 15th.

The Studley Quoit Clab gave n farewell luncheon to the Admiral last
Saturday. The festivitics were held in the open nir, and were sandwiched
in botweon games of quoite. Gracoful speeches wero made by Sir J. I
Conmerell, Lord A. Iussoll, and others, and the best of good fellowship
was the order of the day. ‘T'he sword, the gown, tho lancet and the ledger
woro largely represonted on the grounds.

Strikes appear to bo thoe order of the day. Len thousand persous em-
ployed in the jute mills of Dundeo went out this weck on account of a
proposition to reduce their wages by 10 per cont.  There should be some
means by which employers and employees could adjust matters without
resorting to such extremo measures.

Canada is the land of maguificent distances. but the Board of Health of
Now Bedford, Mass., hive failed to realize this fuct, sincu they have
ordered ull vessls from the British Provinces to be quarantined on aceount
of -smallpox. Frauce might, with as good reason, quirantine British ships,
wero small-pox to break out in Madrid.

Dr. J. . McLean. who is said to be the strongest man in Halifax, has
just returncd from a trip into the country. Mo reports the peoplo in and
about Amherst in a prosperous condition, 1nd confident that the pretty shore-
town of Cumberland will yet be the capital of United Acadia. Thé doctor’s
mauy friends in the city will be glad to ses him ugain among us,

It is plensing to note that the proposal to confer medals upon the Canadian
Militin engaged in quetiing the North-West rebellion, kas beon cordially
approved of by Queen Victoria. Cortainly the men who so nobly responded
to their country’s call aro entitled to this small but pleasing recoguition of
their loyalty and patriotism.

Professor Westondorf is doing his hest to improve the mrvsical taste of
our people. He trains his choirs with care, and has proved lhmself a good
conductor. The popular cantata of * Esther,” which has been iendered
under his direction in several of our proviacial towns with success, will b
petformed in Lunenburg next week. Tho Germau element in Lunenburg
should have tho « flect of mnaking the concert in that place a marked success,

As lIabor feels the first blow of adversity, it should also foel tho first
fruits of the business revival. Surely capital and labor can boe honest with
ench other and honest with themnselves, and if they act with houesly and
ondinary intelligence, disputes will bo arbitrated and satisfactorily adjusted,
and labor will join heartily with capital to woldome and profit now by the

irresistible and, we beliove, permanent revival of prosperity. —Phidadelphia
Times :

The Rodmund-Barry Co., comploted their engagement at tho Academy
on Saturday last. Their performances throughout wers matked with tho
samo good tasto and excellence which characterized their carlior performances.
Tho season will long be remembered by Halifax theatre goers as a most en-

joyable one, aud should the company again return to the city, they may anti-
cipato a cordial reception.

It is now stated that the dissrmawment of tie Indians by the force at Fort
Pitt was most incomplete.  The wiloy red men kneow tho value of firo arms.
and they took good care to secreto the Lest of them beforo thoy could be
secured by the white men., Tho savages displiyed much cuaning by taking
their weapons to picces,and bringing in their nifles in such a condition, that
being considered useless, they were allowed to keop them.

The citizens of Havana, who have always ovinced a luyal delerminntion
to preserve the connection between Cuba and Spain, are much incensed at
the recent seizure by Germany of soveral groups of the Carolino Islinds.
On Monday last a public meeting of citizous was convened, 5,000 pcrsons
wers in attendance, and vigorous spooches woro made condemnatory of the
action of Gennany. It was unanimously agreed to aid the Spanish govern-
ment it upholding her dignity in tho ovend of a war with Germany. Ono
onthusiastic merchant offered in the name of tho merchants of lavans,
£500,000 towards purchasing a ship of war.

Next week we shall have in the city upwards of 200 prominent mining
Engincors, and our citizons have resolved to give them a most cordial wel-
come. At the close of the meetings of tho Iustituto, the members will visit
in detachments the principal mining centres of the Provinco. No doubt,
tho sttractions of Cape Breton aud the kvowledge of her greal mineral
~wwealth, will induce many of tho distinguished visitors to oxtend their tour
to that charming Island.  The travelling facilitics between Halifax and Syd-

3oy, L. B, are now 8o perfect, as to make tho trip one of tho most onjoyable
in Nova Scotia,

’

It in yradunlly coming o Lo recognized, as the Week long ngo prophesied
Jwould bo the caso, that tho electric light isa fuilute as o goneral illumi-
nant. A motion, practically endorsing this view, and tantamount to tho
proposal to rovert to the use of gos, was submitted to the Toronto City
Council the othor day, and it might bo politic for Quet.c—in which city
there is o feeling in favor of the clectric light—to await developmants before
ommitting herself to a change Thore is 2 growing improssion that gas,
whoro thero is enough of it, gives a much moro satisfactory light, does not
throw such uncomfortab's shindpws as the rival illumivator, and is withal
cheaper.  Morcover. it is apparent that the hideous poles from which vlectrie
Jamps are suspended are a chief contributing cause to the. increasing un-
sightliness of our public thoroughfures.—Lvronto Weel.

Tho Windsor Courier cspresses disappointment at tho emptiness of
5,000 beor bottles, Intely purchuzed from the inhabitants of that town
by  bottle-denler, The disappoiutmout of the Courier is no doubt shared
by many in tho communjty. but it is probable that Mossrs, A. Keith &

Son, and tho other browers$ in Halifax, will havo tho bottles refilled without
unneeessary delay.

‘The Biitish Veterans colebrated their Aunniversary on \Wednesday ovon-
ing lnst by a dinner in the spacious dining hall in connection with the Lon-
don Iruit Store. The menn was oxtensivo, and did credit to the culinary
departmont of the establishment, Amung the membors weroe soveral Crimea
veterans, ns well as thoso who had taken part in the more recent campaigus,
in Afghanistan, Zululand ond Egypt. -7Tho chair was occupied by lsaac
Sallis, Esq., Viee-President of the Sacicty, the President, Major-Genoral
Laurie, being unavoidably absent. Among the guests were His Worship
the Mayor, the Presidents of the St. George's, the North British and
Charitable Irish Socjetics, ete. Tho custumary toasts were proposed and
responded to in a most cnthusiastic manner, and wero intorspersed with
slirring songs relative to the Crimean war.

Year by year Hulifax is offering increased advaniages to those desirous
of obtaining a knowledge of tho fine Arts. As will be seen by advertise-
ment, Messis. Grove & Wells have cstablished thowselves in this city,
having opened up a fine studio in Sicheks Burlding, in which they display
speciens of their work in oil, crayon and india ink, which the public
a1e invited to insnect. Messrs. Grovo & Wells are prepared to give instruo-

tion in the various styles of painting und wo bespeak for them a liberal
patrouage. :

Tug Late Exn. Vossxack —\We regret to have to chronicls this weok
the doath of Emil Vo-snack. Civil and Mechanical Engincor. Mr. Voss-
nack refurned on Thursday last from a wtrip to New Brunmswick and
complained of not feeling well. The next day he grew worso and townrds
evening became unconscious, and medical aid was summouved. Tho doctors
pronounced that ho \was suffer'ng frow congestion of the hrain, and did their
utmost to retieve him but without success. 1lo passed away at 4 o'clock
Sunday morning without having regained conscionsness. The Jdeceased was
a German, born at Remscheid near Cologne. 1is father was a prowinent
school teachor in that town. Ho received his tochnical education ut the
Dusseldor{ School of Art and the Carlsruhe Polytechnic Iostitute. At the
agoe of cighteon ho emigrated to the United States and was employed thero
by ‘the 1} inois Ceutral Railroad, Danforth and Book Locomotive Works, and
during the civil war worked for tho late E. B. Hotchkiss and the Foederal
government in the mapufacture of ordinance. In 1871 ho camo to Halifax
and took charge of tho works of William Montzomery, who was then
building locomotives for the Dominion Goveroment. In 1877 he was on
gazed by tho Starr Manufacturing Co., and a little later built Moir's flour
mill and grain clovator at Dedford.  About four years ago he began to
devoto himself to tho introduction of the manufacture of wood pulp into
this country  Ile recently formed a partnership with Augustus Von Darber,
the special ropresentativo of Eugen Baron Rittor and Mr, Charles Kellner,
the proprictors of the -Ritter-Kellper Sulphite Wood ¥ibre Process. At
the tizo of the establishment of tho Technological Imstitute in this city,
Mr. Vossnack took a Jively intorest in it, and worked for it during its shot
lifetimo  Ho was an engineer of ackuowledged ability, aud a most perse-

vering man, genial and opon hearted. Ho loaves a wife and six children,
the youngest aged two ycars.—Coyt. :

Estun Tuunsey.—This great singer to well and favombly knowa all over
tho musical world will pay Halifax a visit noxt Thursday, assisted by the
famonus compuser and pianist, Chevalier Antoine do Kontski, Miss Pardee,
Mr. Tyler and Mz, Pratt, under the direction of the renowned impresario,
Mr. Max Strakosh. Lwo concorts will be given at the Academy of Music
by thoso artists, and if our city has roully music within itself tho hall will
bo crowded as a fine programmo will be prosonted. Our visitors, the

mining enginecrs, could not bo bettor ontortained than to invite thom to
ono of theso concerts.

WisnierG, Sept. 9.—Chief Justice Wallbridge, presiding in the full
court {o-day, gavo judgmont in the Riel case, dismissing the appeal’and con-
firming the conviction obiained in the lower court. Justices Taylor and
Killam followed, concurring with the chief justice. Al threo upheld the
constitutionality of the court which tried Riel. —Chronicle. 'r

The Doininion Annual Register for 1884, adds unother valuable volume
1o tho record of Canadian politica) history. Within its covers the littera-
teur, tho educationist and the politicinn will find much that cannot fail Lo 'be

of interost. The work is a credit to its promoter, Mr. Henry Morgan:of
Ottawa, .
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