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And this same breeze played amoog the blonde curls of my pretty cou-
sln and caressed her straying locks.

I thought I should never find the subject of a romance,

“ Well, cousir "

¢ Well, cousin ¥’

“I can't find anything 1" L.

¢ Neither can I, unleds you want to use this one. The subject is worn
threadbare, but if we rejuvenste it with all our youth "——

““ Well, what is ft 1"

“ Why, il's a very simple love ¢tory—a youog man and a youog girl who
adore each other—and the obstacles |” .

It was {pstaotly declded upon. Lise took kindly to it, and we com-
menced to draw our characters.

¢ Say, cousln, how would you like to have our hero?”

T should like bim,"” said Lise, cisting down her eyes, “to be dark,
with caressing glances, ambitlous—that goes without saying—snd poor in
order that he may posesess more merlt.”

“ Qctave Feulllet's youog man?”

¢ The very same. Aud the herolue? Now it’s your tura.”

“ T should like her a blonde, very slight and slender, a bitof 4 coqustie,
with a heart full of t:nderness and a sweet little voice which should sound
like the music of love whenever she said to the poor young mab, * Good day,
cousin.’ No, * Good day, monsieur,’ I mean.”

Lise turned very red and said quickly, without hftiog her eyes:

“The chstacles—let us raise the obstacles.”

“You will find them better then I can, Lise, and I leave to you the task
of polating them out.”

“ Well, in the frst plice, the pair are too youog, a great deal too youog,
and their parents, who are a very farsighted people, distrust their passion—
that of the young man especially , they say that he can wau."

¢ Nc, Lise, we must find somethiog better then that | Hlis love 1s geri-
ous, very serlous, he suffers on accoant of {3, he 1s exceedingly unhappy.
But he is poor and the young glrl's parents say to him, * Work, my lad;
make a situation for yourself, thea if oar dsaghter sull entertains the
same fecling for you'—that's the way the parents talk—*well, young
man, we will give her to you?' " .

¢ Thav's i1,” sald Lise ; ** that's it exactly I” )

Then she was silent. Sbe plucked a small lower beside her, lovked at it
for an ipatant and then threw it away. Afterward with the tip of her fin-
ger she removed a speck of dust from her dress.  Readjusting its folds she
gazed at the sky and the tall trees, and her reverie seemed to bear ber far,
very far away.

* Now, listen closely tome, cousin, the sltuation is all marked oat, and
the events are at hand.”

Lise glanced at me.

*They have two ways to take. There is the Sir Walter Scott solution
and the Leon de Tinscau solution. I speak only by way of note of the
Zola eolution, which was ot made for us. First solutlon—the youog
man says to the youog gitl, ‘ You lose me, do you not?” And the youog
gitl answers *With all my soul.’ ‘Well,’ resumes the youog man, *since
your cruel parents refuse to satction our happiness, let us fly together;
this evening at 10 o'clock I will be beneath your window; at the signal
sgreed upon you will come down without noise! That's the solution
of abduction ; does it suit you?t”

*No," sald Lise, very positively, ‘no.
afterward '

¢ Second solution-~hopeless, comprehending that his dream will never
be realized, the young man departs forever and goes to seek afsr off upon
some unkoown land oblivion and the quieting of his heart ¥’

Lisle was ghast'y pale ; she arose.

*Is not that what should be done ¢

¢ No’ said she.

And ber volce was firm, despite the emotion, which made her lips
tremble slightly.

¢ He would not be worthy of being loved if he allowed himself to be
discouraged, if he abandoned the young girl. He must remaia !’

¢ He shall remain, Lise, but the romance wlll be very long.’

¢ Wk3? Who says that the parents will not yleld if he should make
another effort? They are uneasy those parents. They dearly love their
daoghter—tbelr little flower, as they call ber. They see her growing paler
day by day , they seo her wasting sway, and her trouble makes them reflect.’
¢ So you believe’

“ Yes, I believe it I" answered Lise, with a smile that was almost gay.
* Accept my ides and my collaboration will perhaps be useful,”

Anc. a8 she felt the cold which was penetrating beneath her mantle, we
siarted to walk back to the house,

Upon tho threshold when about quitting me she said ;

“ We must finish our romance this evening.”

I promised. )

She had spoken truly. Hand in hand we that evening finished the lest
page.

“ You composcd the first chapter all alone, do you remember?” she
asked me.

And instaotly with a kiss, she added :

* But I bave found the denoument.”

That denoument, it is needless to say, was our marriage.

They would suffer too much
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