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EDITORIAL NOTES.

South American countries appear to be ever on the point of revolution.
The latest news from Rio J peiro stetes that the C ngress has been diss 1ved,
msrtial law proclaimed, and threughout the Provicces a dictaturship
establish-d.

The celebrated Pere Hyacinthe i3 said to be onic of the latest converts
tn theosophy, and that he intends soon to lecture vn tho subj-ct of esotinc
Buddniam and the inner spiritual light. He is now in Lundon deeply
immereed in the study of theosophy.

The theory of animal magnetism has been discarded by a celcbrated
Paris physician, Dr. Pinel, for the reason that he has found that hypnotic
patients obey thz phonograph as readily as they do a living speaker. Itis
just as well to subject all theories to severe tests before accepting them as
conclusive.

It is hard enough to keop oneself up to the mark on one system of time,
and we do not see how the St. John folk have ever managed to put up so
long as they have with their systers of time. A mov: is being made in
thst city 1o effect a change and adopt standard time, It js to be hoped it
will culminate successfully, for a stranger gets bopclessly mixed i trying
to make out the time of day or night in our sister city.

The crisis in the Dyminion Cabinet has been got over, or ¢ fixed up,”as
the Quebec Chronicle putsit. Mr, Chapleau has returned o office io his old
capacity, f r the preseot When Mr. Dewdney leaves the capital to suc-
ceed Hon. Mr. Wilson as Licat.-Govertor of British Colambiz, Mr. Chaj-
leau will become Minister of the Inmterior. R:cunstructing a cabinct is
slow and troublous, but it will be accomplished in time.

The Yarmouth Times of last Friday commented on the fact that there
are now in Yarmouth no less thansix children—all under fiftcern years of
age—in the county jail scving terms of imprisonment for thefi. The
Times rofers to the fact that some time ago the Haiifax refermatorics were
opened to juvenile offenders all over the Piovince, and yet thoy are stll
being taught to bo jeil birds. It appeara to us that the blame for this must
lic on the magistrates who geatence the youths, and they should be brought

s o e e

to a secec of their responsibilities as speedily as possible. It is wrong indeed
to forco young offenders to herd with habitual criminals,

Canada’s winter port in the United States is just now rejoicing over the
refusal of the Allan Steamship Companw to carry mails at the old ccntract
price, as this gives Portland the handling of through freight to and from the

. } Upper Provinces, the largest portion ot which had in former years been

looked after in Halifax. Tho Governwent is willing to contract for a first
class Atlantic mail service, which the Allansare at present unable to supply ;
but realizing that it is an object for the Goverpmnent to have through freight
carried over the Intercolonial Railway, and that no outside company is at
present in a position to accopt the conditions upon which the Government
subsidy is granted, the Allans demand better terms. Nothaviog got them
they give Halifax the go-by, withdraw their business from the Intercolcnial

1' aod transfer it to the American terminus of the Grand Truok Railway.

This may be all well enough 30 far asthe Allans are concernced, but Hali-
fax ard the Province of Nova Scotia, which derives bonefit from the pros-
perity of the capital, will not look with a kindiy eyc upon 2 compary which
has for years been the recipient of Government subsidies, but which when
opportunity arises refuses to improve its service and at lhe same time
demands a larger subsidy for such services as it is tua pasition to supply. If
our Halifax shippers would unitedly take a stand in this matter the question
of the winter port of Canada might be settled onee and for ail withic the
next two years. A good strong lalifax steawship company with shrewd
men 2t itsthead should be organized st once. A sufficieat nunuber of stea-
mers having the requisite epeed could be chartered so asto involve no loss,
the Givercment subsidy could be secured, -rd witkin the time specified tha
company could have built for it a flect of acean greyhounds suitable for the
trade, and our merchants would have the satisfaction of knowing that by
putting theix own shoulders to the wheel they had mads Halifax the ungues-
tioned winter as well as the summer port of Canada, and had made & com-
mencement in the comtrul of the trade of half 8 continent. If Halifax is
ever to become a grest mart of commerce it must be through and by the
energies and effirts of hor own citizens. Nalure may have given the port
great advantages, but nature does not build swift ocean going steamers or
encourage railway corporations to make any particular localiy its ocean
outlet.

8o the Mercury thinks our two society lecturettes incompatible one with
the uther, and says of our rem<rks upoa * dress and dep rtment ” that “no
mure « T usive aitcie, O, W behiove, 8 wore wjust or uacall-d for article,
has appear d 10 the Hoalax press then the 0.6 1w which we rcfer.”  Of
coutst if we had canstdered thas sruicle unca led-fur «r v+ jais it would not
have appeared in our cxumes, ang that is just where we diff ¢ {rom our
citeemned cutiemporary.  A$ vanes umes suce the Mercurys advent it
nas contamed 1n the contsibuiiens of siine ot (s egular whiats striciures
uy less severe than our vwn oi sowe of the habita ot suctery fulk, oaly they
leveled their shafts at the padnfed faces rather than at the ioo much exposed
vatural chaims of some Halifax women, which we commented upon, As
1o cur article being  insulting,” we do not see how any woman who does
not transgress 1o the way we mentioned can feel aggnieved, and of those
who do transgress, will not the Mercury adant that they etand in need of
admondishing? If our goaeral remearhs upou a low tendency of the time,
without bint or reference to any one offender, were insulting, we consider
the Mercury’s frequent comments upon the make-up of secciely women's
faces equaliy so. But we do not sac thst either were uncailed for. In a
broad sensc it is the duty ol the ptees to try and affect ray tefurm it consi-
ders =ill tend to raisc the tone of socicty, and if 1t uses strong terms in
advocating what it takes np, 20 wuch the better.  As we have sufflciently
exp:ained, it is the disagreculic persviuldies that we olject 1o, and #n refer-
ring to them we had no parlicular paper, certasily oot ihe Alercury, in our
mind. We are glad to sce that our conxemporary admits that ** this kind of
thiog is run to extremes somztimes.” It ceriainy st We know of one
esteemed and charmitg youog lady whuse faic 1. taas been to be commented
upud many tim.s by the suciety currespandents ot dif.tent papers of the
town in which lives. She is much adw.rld by geutiemen and has a great
dcal of attentivo showa her, and this may peruaps accvunt $or the hively
intcrest taken in her affuirs.  Tho currespundents were, * not 2 * damia ' of
any names,” but no one who knsw the persoas could make 20y mistake as
to the idestity of those referred to.  low much nahappiness and morufica-
tivn bas been caused by the paragraphs in questivn we canout e, bat we
can guess, We knew whercof we spuke in buth our arucles, they wore
no more inconsistent than (to make use of 2 very higk compauson) St,
Paul’s doc.rinc of faith and St. james' doctrine of wotks. Commeating
severoly upon o tendency of the age is quite compauble with strictures
upon anonymous persvnal gossip,



