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THE BRIDE 0F AN HROUR.
CHAPTE R I.

"Ezçy, pile on some more of those loge, 1 arn freeziDg int an icicle, but
there,*bi:t doyou caret I'm only apoor cripplea wretchcd crealureyou
ail dep.ise.»

IlWally, how eau you >bc se nasîy and cross 1" reinonstrated bis àmal
elcven-year old sister, ekipplng over te heap up the fire.

-"rm not nasty or disagrceable ; if yeu werc chained down, a log to this
chair, like Il the future master of ilavenscourt, with scarcely the power to
znove your legs, perhaps you wouldn't tee! quite se, amiable or gushing as
you do now."

The speaker was a youth between uixteen and seventeen. lie was
rechiniug ou a moit luxurious invalid*cbair cunningly dcvised for ciae; a
crutch of polishcd box-wood lay by his band.

Ht was cettainly a contrast to his merry, sunny-faced, ut ister.
The handaome room looked 7ery cheerful with its warm velvet curtains

of dtep crlmson, and downy couches scattered about te woo rest te the
tiied or lazy iocllned.

A piano etood in a cornet pittd up with music, a pink be.ribboned gui-
tar lay on a table, while, befere the blar.!ng lire cf huge spluttering logs ut
a flfy white bail of a kitten blinking wiseiy At the bright faines; flowers
swect aud subtle pervaded the atruoèphere.*

The only blot on the cheery bozne-sceme wae its afflictcd owner, widtb bis
large, hollow, glassy eyts, and moody irritable mauner, and restlees, nervous
fingera, ihst never seemed able to be stili.

"eYen wili feel happier when Miss Hainlyn cornes," Essy oeerved, by
wày cf :,ifort.

"%Vill she get here to.night, I wander 1" be said, querulously.
SI hope so, papa said su, aud 1 heard bim order Crouch ta take the

brnagharn to meet ber et the station."
"1 uroader what she will be like," lie contiouedl baif aloud.
"Se do Il" tbat Young damsel repeaied, half Io berself ; IlI hope she

will be nice and Young, and companionable, silice some of ber company will
fi te zny share."

Easy pecred out of the windew tn watch the sofî, white snow descend
from the ectrio-looking sky ana fall like gossamer on the shinirig ever-
greens, and gauni outapreading boughis of the sleeping trees.

IlThere gots aid Crouch 1" she ej aculated, c1apping her bands gleefully,
lbe's gone toethe stables te order tbe horsts. Oh, what fun it will be if

the &boula turn tut te be a prinf, vinegary old party, with corkscrew curie,
and a bald spot on ber head, and long mittenE," and the pretty, falr-liaired
maidstn gave a kind of war-dance that mien tvoked astallte frora the dark,
disconteutcd youth.

"lShe woet' stay here a week," hie put in swiftly,"I I want ne old cats
about me!,

I éiber do 1, and between us 1 fancy she will have a rallier bad
lime," Iaugbed Essy, screwing up ber pretty face comically.

After a while ihey hecard tht rumble of a carrnage, hcll rnufftad though
by the carpel cf virgin pnrity whicb adorued tht eartb, and sornebow the
tension on their nervez of anticipation kept their longues silent.

Essy betook herse;f te an ottoman beside the fire, and bugged ber kitten,
whlle: Wally lay listening for the faintest sound cf the approach cf the
brougham.

.Tht turret clock clanged out, sharp and clear, six o'deock, just as the
lighras cf the rrturning catriage fitshed likt a pair of gbestly orbs lato the
half.darkened rocin.

"W hai will you bel ahe bas came 1" exclalruedl Essy, springing up
cxcitedly.

IBei 1" this witb a cuti of bis tbmn lips, Il uch a vulgar team docs mot
befit a girl cf your sgt."

IlCame, dont lecture, WaU3ly, dear, perbaps our new frlend will dose us
both with ou: coormlties," ruzuning out te the corridor, and crnuDg ber
head avr-r the carved oaken batusters, te catch a glance cf the new-comer.

Il've scta ber 1", ahe panîed, alcuost breathitas with importance a fcw
minutes after.

,"Wbaî is the like ?" be asked eagerly.
"Oh, 3bes splendid;- a perfect uie angel."
"Cozme, don%& make a atupid cf yonrself," bc grumhlcd, Ilbc serious for

onle in 70f! hife
IlI tell yen, lValIy, it le tht '.rutlh, on my word of houer, sue is quite

Young, and sweetly prcuty."
Il Hooray l*" hc cricd, catcbiug hold of bis cs-utch and floutishing it tili

il tell with a bang.
How hie fretted and fûmed with cuniosity te bthold Ihis rara cri., a

pretîy nurse campanai. while the dirner which took place ai sevenl, *as
being discussed by Sir John .Ravecscourî, Essy, and Miss Sheila liaînlyn.

IlHere she ia." sala Essy, 4"I meau Miss Hamlyn," correcting berseif,
&md leadicg a dark clad girl up te Wally.

Hcglanced, bal! shyly, hall furtlvcly into tht girl's face-a face s0eswatt,
s0 perfect, anbe-wildering in is sunny wiîcher, and fui], peuting dewry lips,
and yrellow-brotrn topaz cyts, tbat she seemed te bring the perfurne cf
summer roses about ber.

A black, filmy gown, revt±aliug tht saft white arais and neck, just suffi-
cieut te lune au inipressianable mani an ta destruction or madntss, clung
around ber ln many folds, and a cluster cf pure whbite monthly rosebuds
netstled lovingly it ber nzeck, giving fotth a. swett odor.

I trust yen arc glacà te sec me, Mr. Ravenscourt, aud that we lilal]
beccome Sttat fnicudsl," she said, gently, holding out ber band confidingly-
cutmetimb1y.

"Of course I ara," hie answered "but I arn, as you sec, compell]cd te
telle te you on my back, I hope I sbmu't tire you seon with my alIments,
'Miss H3ailyn."

IlTire me, oh dear ne," she said, a siacere ring cf sympathy in ber
voie. l Icould never feel anyîhing excopi deep sympathy for your

He looked ai tht speaker, nt tht yellow-brown e7es and amaîl clasaic
head with ils braids of golden hair, coîled like a crown aronnd il, and
thoughl life would be far happier new, wiîh such a companion te play and
read to hum, and minister te his camfont.

"lHave you gol any friends ?' asked Eisy. I mean aay mother,
father, or sisters and brothers ?"

Noue," she auswered, gravely.
"And a good thing, tee," cuentatly ejaculated Wally, 3elfisbly, "las you

can devat youreelf te me entirely."
IlHow lonely you musl feel," sigbed Esay; Ilpoor dear, l'ai sure 1 aboula

mope and fret AUl tht days cf my lite if 1 were like you."
"lLite'is tee serious for gnieving, Mies Raveuscourt," she relurned, Il t

least te tht needy cnes like me."
"Vou dou't leok poor," put lu that irrepresuible little inquisitor.
"No ; we do net ail appear what we arc, yen -kuow, ln case the world

would ncject us."
IlHow yen do chatter," Wally exdlaimed, que-zulous1y te bis sister;I

arn sure Mies Hainlyn deesn't wanî te bc catechised like serne school girl."
IlDon't pleust call me Miss Haxulyn," she said, trying te pour cil on the

troubled waters and change the subject. Ilcali me Sheila."
1 'mi asrceable, and yen cali tro Wally, 1 deteit fonmality."

"And me Essy," chimed in bis sister, deterrnined net to bceû uof it.
Tht tbrce made a striking picture 'in the Boft light of tht wa% caudlts, and

the fitful glarc of tht splendid file as it flared up in yellew and rcd jets, sud
hissed when tht fiames reached a gretn spot.

Esay's 8maîl ferai was arrayed in a brown plusb frock, bier waist confiuedi
by a piuk waîered saab, ber tawnty hair around ber shoulders lu a wavy
cloud, bier blue cyes raised admiringly to, the vision of beauty seaîed
beside tht by ne means prepossessîng invalid.

IlPlay us somethiug please," eutreated Essy, and Sheila cornplied, goiug
te tht piane and ruuning bier fingers over the keys iu a drtamy abatracted
way as theuglils crowded upon ber cf thet ime when a voice, which 'uns
newr stIl, bhad pltaded for a tune or a song-the voici: cf a now dead
faîher.

And ibis was tht firsi titre she lied ioucbed an instrument since bis
death.

No wouder ber fingers aweke a wailing sanad like sobbing te ber hlestera,
causiug them te feel a thritl cf weird séaes.

léI cannai bear metlanchely buttes,"1 broke out Waàlly, peevishîy, "lla
that a dirge you are pîmying 1"

IlRealIy, I beg your pardon," she aaid, reslizing, for tht finit tinte, that
ber bauds bad unwsttingly beau producing a kind et requiem lu rneuiry cf
ber (ziber.

lu a moment the lively strains of a vocil waltz fillcdl the roort accern-
panied by ber voice, a sweet, joyous, mcledieus ont, that set Essy whirling
srouud la very glad"ý,meness.

Alter a feast cf mu sic ]Essy suggested a quiet chat aronad tht lire.
IlIt will sean bc Christmas, you sec, tht very time for nice ghost steniee.

Do you kuow any ?"
"No, de yen ?" questiontci Sheila.
"Oh, yes, ire bave a gbost sîory belonginig te ].taveuscourt," replied

Essy, Iooking vcry important and clever. Il Would you. like te hear it ?"
"h I le only a kiud cf legeud that every old bouse gecralîy gels," auubbcd

Wally.
"Nvertbeless, I should dearly like ta hear it," spoko up Sheila.
"les rallher awful," said Essy, by way cf preface.I lié's âut a murder,

and il teck place ia the eonth wing, se they say, un a barest mneon night.hI appears that ane cf out ancestors married a Ievely creature whe cared
very much fer some other gentleman who wss poorer than hlm, but of
course bc didn't know it, yen kuow; well, afier tho weddieg, which ok
place in the pea:cb.blissomn drawing rcom.-but thene, you havcn't scen i,"
sbe rattled on-I abc, weut upstuirs te bier rocin, aud thea ber paon lever gai
su tht window aud begged bier ou bis kuets not te go away and leave him.
And jusi as she waz trling te coinfoni himn ber busl-ind nuslied loto the reoin,
bud lu bis mad fury caugtni up a f-ireiga daggor ibat lay on a table and wenl
te stab the poor falloir, irbea tht bride rau brtween thcma and received the
blew meant for ber lover. And feil daim deaa aI tIhe î feol ; in revenge, the
lever, in au awful rage, spraug atill thIroat o! the wicked husbaud loi trircttlc
hlm. I suppose, but he, ioo. got killed wltb th. same dsgeer. And the
bonzid husbaud irenl rad, and tht bride bauûts tht sonth wing cver sirice;
in faci our aid mrurse 3ays ne bride ever survives the firei son, or if ahc
dots-.--"

"lHes a cripple 1" interrupted the slIti listencir almost îercely, bis
forehead knitting hiet a bitter scowl.

"lOh I what a terrible story," cried the frighttned Sheila with a ahudderr
cf houeor.

"Are yon really 3bocked 1" ssked iittie Easy.
"Ver, bccarse I neyer imagind tht story conld be se horrible, or that

it couîd have taken place litre."
I 's AUl nonsense, silly ridiculousnenouese cf Essy'a," Wally excltimed,

seeing the palIer on thq girl's face, and bier evident Agitation. l"Shi: le
neyer au happy as wbea she la relating sente blood-curdling tale ta ause
yen, as Shi: styles it."

. isu't i rtafly truc, then V" She-ila asked, trernbling like a yauug &spcn.
« Centainlyr noi, yen oec 1" bat Ile persan ss.id, secing thc displcazed
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