
14 TH E CRITIC.

~ "Sho te thin, but het ssilote is uat as sweet."
TH A T F IR TIN N ELLI ! I'"And she taike. Oh 1 yo gode, hio% eho doos keep talking!1 Cannot %va

monao our escape and got out of sound of it for a littia while 'i Say yes ;
"Se you havo invited that odiotte littie Nollio Jorvas to spond tho rest your mothor wili amsîue tho youog lady if she isn't capable of taking Caro

of the sununiiier with you 1" exciainied ]?riecilla Itelton, as ahe wae saying bier of horself for haif an heur.
good."byes after a long morning cail. Il 1 was so eurprised wlion I board iL 1" Il What do I tbiuk of Mr. Granard 1" ocboed Nailio, when the question

IlVWhy 1j" qucried Alice Edney, trying to 8peak coolly, thoughi abe was %vas put to lier, as abs snd Alico woro brushing out thoir tresses that nighit.
bot wjtiî indignation. "l Have you beard anything te tho diecredit of Our Il is scarcely a fair question, niz'aniie I d (o not view him with your
oid schoolfoiiow 'j" boezzlod ae."

Oh, xuy dear Alice, wvhy protend ignorance?1 Doeen't overyono know "le euoe of tho best of mon," exclitted Alice. Il Evoryone who
tbat ahe flirts atrociouely with every member of the maie iaex who happons knowvs him congratulates nme on rny engagoment."l
to, coame in lier way V' "lThon se wiil I !II cried Nellis, lieartily. "flBut lie xnigbt have sparei.

IVery impnrtial of lier, I amn aura, to di8tribute bier pleasant looks and yen te nme a little longer. Even yon, who are seven fithonis doop in love.
eniilca te ail aliko," lauglied Alice. IlIf you had accused her of angling for mnust owva that it is very disappeinting te me to loso tho only girl-friend 1
two or threo lovese, and fisvoriné each in biit tuttn, 1 niight agrce witb you ever muade. I arn net înegnanimeue. I don't like having te givo you up to
and ce11 Nellie a coquette; as iL ia, I bolioeo that Bho likes ta bu liked, and a maie rival, wlîo looks at me with disapproving oes alroady. Ho doesn't
se do V" wvaut me hue. Ho regaids yen as hie peculiar property, and your gucet

"lAh,' but yen are quite a differont ebaracter. Yeu have beeu, as as an interloper."
mamma ofton sys, s0 carefally hîrought up, whilo Nvo ail know that tho I "Bot I should liko yen and Morrie to ho good fnionds," eaid Alico.
Jorvases are-" ciFor niy sake, yen know."1

The sentence was finished with a abrug and a sneor; but Alice Edusy "lGive us tume and wo rnay learn to bo civil te osch other," was the
refused te sue ither. laugbing roply. "lBut you must net expoot more. NVe are rivais in your

IlI have nover lîo4ird any barru of Nellio' relations, except that tbey affection, you know ; ho is distruatXil, and I arn jealou8-frightfuliy, dia.
have been unfortunate; and neither you uer 1 eau ever forget that, when we gcfly jealous. WVhy dtdu't ho Icave yeun iens and fait in love with
were ili with loy foyer at school, iL wae NoIlio's niother ivho ueed to cerne =ute girl 'j-Pris liolton for instance. fly tho way, how oid ie Prie
aud ses uis daily, bringtng ne fruit and floivers, and the meat dolicieus of Dons abcsatill find eut ail the specks snd biemisee in ber fridesjust as abs
jouies and cubtards." waa wontl WVon't I say or do somethiug ta astouiah ber 1"

IlWelî," 8ad :%Tr -Dalton, preparing to dopint, Ilail I bave ta eay is, Appatently Neilie Jervas kept lier word, for abe had. net beau rnuy
thi4 if 1 were eugagsd, as yen are, tu a light-hoarted, liandsomo young fellow, days at Mr. Eduey's whon Miss Relton told haif a dozon of ber intirnatos ia
who te net insensible to admiration, 1 should thîink tîvice befire I expesed etricteat confidence that this wtcked littie sinon was angling for the new aur-
bitu to tho %viles of an accornplished flirt liko N'ellie Jarvas." ste aï well as the son of Dobbs the banker.

Alice bit ber lip to keep back an angny reply. It %vas 'ne use eutering And ive are afraid that Neilis did flirt with boti theso gentleman, and
on the defene of lier friend, or declanin- that notbîng sbould iuduco ber te that it ivas aIse, her emiles and flattening speeches tbat brought the bachotor
doubt the cenetancy of ber lover, se abs wisely kept silouco. docter and Squine Edlingtou to the houe evounog aftor evouing.

Priscilla Rolton was eue oi tbese persons whe aiw.oys contrive te 8ay 'Sbe wvas se jolly," the Ednoy beys assoverated "se reaiy ta sing,
soniething that wounds the susceptibilitios of those thoy protond te esteem ; dance. play, or instituts drawiug-roern gaines; while Alia %vas ne ue for
and i'Ira. Eduey, buetling inte the rooru to fçtch ber koys, was flot veny anythiug noiv, except rnopiug ia a corner with Morrie Granard(."
mucli snrprised te bid her daurghter in teais. bina Ednoy iooked rathor grave sometinies wbeu Mliatress Nellie

W~hat a gense yen are !" abs cried, kissing ber, and giving ber a little gatbercd ber admirera about lier chair aud played thoru off ene againet the
shako. "Obtagoet ikoyusl nap ver that girl's 8illy other, but ovon she %vas not able to, rcaiet the ceaxing looksand caresses
speeches ! What bas sho be aaying 1 You knuwv she only talka for witb which ber gontie repreofà were bocard.
t.alking 8ako." Il No, dou't yots accuse rue of flirting, piesso !" Nellie %vould eay. "

IlI amn net unbappy," respersded Alics, "but angry %vith myseif for assure yen I menu ne bartu. le's aivfuily nice ta bo Iiked, ani I onjey it,
having ailowed ]nirciila ta ec t00Lt I was veod. Sho wvill go away, telling that is aIl 1"
tho neixt piersan abo visits that I have admnttod tint I arn deing a fooliab "lAt tho oxpcuso of your victirus, my dean "
tbing in having Nohhie bore, and t.bat I ara awfully jealous alrcady." "lWhichbe thsy 1" questioued the dameol, densurely. " Notyourcunate,

"Peel ! Wliat signifies?1 Cerne and belp nie tie down rny preserves, for ho is; engaged ; ner young Dobbg, for ho loves birnsilf botter than al
sud don't trouble your head about wbst the gossips chattor. Or, if yen worn; nor tho doctor, for ho i& tee ahnowd ; and bI\r. Ediugton, tee son-
reaily do doubt the prudence of hsving Miss Nellie Jenvas butre, fonbid sible ta %woe a girl who hasn't a penny. Trust me, dean Mrs. Edney, these
Morrie Granard the houso tilb she bas gene nway again." good seuls may ho sconcbed by tho iigbtuing of my glances, but tbey'll net

Seeing that ber mether wvas laugiug nt ber, Aies isugbed tee, aud Icatch fire. They are safo enongh."
would net canfemas ven ta hersoîf that fur a brief pcriod a dread bad roally I And Marric Granard 7-was he 8afo tee? was iL by more chance that ha
seized upen ber that Prisciiîa Relton's predictions mi-ht bo verified. If and Nelie had fouud therusoives wstcbing the moon rie frorn the sane
Merric, denr Marric Gr.inard, whoso wi fû she wras ta bc as soon as bier wmndow, or 8haring tbe t;atne umbrella wvben aaugbt in a shoiver 1
parente conul ho induced te think lier old enoligh, abould ho lured fromi is~ Il Pour, nuspoctiu- Alice Il sigbcd. 1rieilli Rolton ; and aie rmade a
alegianco by the wiles of protty, attractive NohZulie Junvas-how wvouid aho point cf calling frequently, and iuquinrng for Alice'a boaith in tho mosi
boar the nnisery cf losing himu? sympatbotic accents.

But for that hateful Pniscilla, ne sncb thîenghts would have tnoubled ber "lYen are quito wel? You are sure ?"I she would murmur. IlHow
peace, snd Lbsy vauished ai'.agetben when Nellie jtimped eut of tho railway- tbaukful I arn te boar it ! But thon you aiwta are good and patient."
carniae ino ber arme. Il W/ai do 1 ineait 1" she womuld ropant. IlOh, rny fntoud, te iL possible 1

Sho was sncb a briglit little creature 1 Net uil ber boinis troubles-and But dou't. question mo-please don't 1 1 ivonld net be tbo firaL ta draw
thoy wero many-could over cist more than the bniefest bidow on lier yenr attention te auytbing that wotild gnievs yen !"
pretty face. It was senieene's duty, s iwould aven, ta look et the suuny aide Alico iaugbcd londly. sud toased Miss %Iltou tihi sho had Lie satisfaction
of tho aky ; and as iL wvaa a pleasaut dnty, sho %vould. ruke it bcn's. Se of seotng hon bite ber ttîin lips and neddon vrith auneyauce. To bo se 3two
Noellio's siivery iaugliter rang ont at oveny eppontuuity, sud sho carred sun- aI, ae the village newvsmngo, and te ba saucily rorndcd cf the sundry
alune wberaver ahle went. bits of miedhief se bad wnougbt, was tac gaihing ; aud sho rorernbored an

"Don't nako tee mucli of me," sho cricd, 8trnggling: eut of Aîico's engagement, sud hat a retreat, followed Le the gato by the ginl'e nieckîog
erubraco. IlMy visit ie net te yen, but ta veur motiier. I shbai nover bo laugbter.
in ber way, I know, whi yen-eh, yen iccreant ! you falso-to fniendsbîp But wlîen hon tall, spare forai, sud nodding festuros, bad passed ont ci
individual te give yourself awvay ta a ho maie :-you vrould find me lu thîs 8ight, Alice flung bensoif ou a couci sud bunied ber face iu is cushions.
way wbeuover ho dnew near. WVhat is ho liko, Alice 1" - Mss l it ivas but tee truc; NLerrie was fast failing inta the nets of the sires,

IlWho, Mernia 7 Yen shall sec for your.,elf prozeutly," replicd tho and abs wae meet mierablo.
bluesing btido-ceae. Twice aie bad, cerne upen hm. sud, Nellie whisprtiug tuget.het. Thej

"lMuch ehliged-at ieast I ouguit ta ho; eue muet mnake soine sacrifices hîad started asundor at siglit cf ber, tee confused te oflor the explanation.
to gratify eue'a f rieuds, but do net aek me te admire tho young man. 0f eue was tee prend ta ask. And oniy hast evening, in the twiligbt, a3sbeh
ail the individuals I detelit, finaL an the liet 8tand othen girls' luver8 1" returuod freru somne dhtnitabie visite in the village, sbe had found hon fneDa'

And se Nelîte rc4ttled ou or talked gaihy ta tho twe lads whîo bad sud ber lover in the avenue, ota atening te muet lier, but ta à leu fré
escarted their siéter to the station, oatontinr hursts of laughn.r frons themu qncnted path, se deep in conversation that they did not doteot hon apprach
tili tboy reacbed Mr. E'Inoy's boes; aud TINIra. Eduoy carne inte the hall ta Nollie was in the act of giving hon corupanien a long iock of snnny bat,
givo the gust a niethenhy welconie, and waru Alice that thie niuAt te., %vonhd te which ho pressedl his lips beforo ho btd iL nway in bis pocke-boct
ho ou the table in Lwenty minutes. Dîd the eca of tho leoker-on deceive hon, or did aIe boar these wonds r

Soan after the mesi bad been despatchod Mo\rner Gi-an'ird -tytived, n iittia munread
curions te ses tho scheel-friend of %vhom his 1etrothed taikcd se enthusias- IlRoînembon, Alice musat net know this until-"
ticaUly. Thon came the reply :

IL waa ivitb a toucli of latent unosinesa thiat Alico seizod Lie firet eppen- "lYen snay trust mue. I will ho secret and prudent until secey is ri
tunity of svbisporing te bum: longer necessary."1

"Weh, did I oxaggerato when I said that 'Nellie te cxceedingly prottyl" And thon they separateJ, and Alice rushied into the bouEe te bide bc
"Am I ta nwer politely or fiankîy 1 The latterl Thon nîy dean wrotcbodness in ber own chamben.

Alias,, I do tbiiik yen oxaggeratcd very mucli. Miss Jorvas hasn't a rcgulir Sho could vtb trutli plead a violent boadache when hon metiier cane Il
featuno ta bost cf; s looks tIn and worn, and certainly bas ne proton- look fer bon ; sho had 8obbed and cricd Liii tho pulses in lier ternplea ira
sione to bo cald aý,baauty." bating niudly, and s was hu'rning with Lever.


