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ON A CERTAIN AGGRESSIVENESS.

1a writing the last of theee short articles I mny be par-
doned for taking advantage of thoe chanco of malug a lhittle
sormon ; 1t will be my onuly opportumty for thie year, and
the chance is tempting.  For a text I take Cardinal Gibbons
* Christian Heritage,” not the book itself, but the spirit of
tho book. v had taught us what wo ought to have taughs
oursolves—that Christiuh zeal does not oxcuse un-Christion
bitterness ; that the knowledge that wo are of the Iold of
Chirist does not justify us m calling foul names at those who
happon to bo outside. llo has taught us this by example,
and wo would do well to hiced the exnmple.

We Catholics nre brought inore and more into contact with
men of opposite religious opinions or of no religious opmions.
Among these isthe agnostic, who says he knows nothing.
but pretends ke kuows evorything. The Cardinal hing shown
us how to deal with him, and 1 hope, cured us of fhnging
tho deerees of the Council of Trent at men who deny the
Divinity of Our Lord, and of an unplensant habit of tiying
to knock our dussenting brethren on the head with ** The End
of Controvorsy.”

Wo start out with a falso premise—that all who do not seo
the truth are blinded by their own fault. The teaching of
tho Chureh of Christ does not warrant tins. To say a sharp
thing nbout the spiritual mgg dness of another mny be cusy
and seem deserved. but what man of heart and good-breeding
would sny similur things to a man who was physically
ragged ?

T'he cruel but half-concesled theory of modern civilization,
that all the poor are undeserving, is just as Catholic and
charitablo.  There are Catholics who tuke advantage of death
it o houschold to tell what they hiold to be hard truths—
that 1s, they colleet a quantity of jagged paving-stones and
drop them ou hearts alrendy bruised.  And thar manner of
doing this, so offensive to charity, decency, and common-
sensg, trritntes tho suflerers against the religion they assume
to represent.  Yet who are more complacent than these mili-
tant Christians 2 Thoey generally delight in casting their
paving-slones when their viethus are in their power, Has
this method ever made n single convert? Do we not all
know of people within our own circle whoso hearts have been
hardened against the benuty of the Church because somo of
our oxtra-tmhtant friends have used her symbols as objects of
assanlt ?

It 18 not aggreasiveness we need, but charity —the charity
which sces clearly the struggles of others and understands
thom. lHas not St. Paul defined it for us® And while some
of us exhnust our sarcasm on the man who calls this great
Samt merely « Paul,” how many of us reverence him as we
ought by getting lng words by heart ?

If our Protestant friends in writing used the word * Roman
Catholic " ag an adjective to 23 many unpleasant nouns as
some of us now pretix the adjestive ** Protestant,” we would
bo more bitter than we ure in our outcries agamst their
bigotry. “Phe time has gone by when the name pricst was
synonymous with all horrible cruelties and deceptions.  Why
i8 this 50 11 the United States® ls it because more people
read Cathohie beoks and understand our doctrines better ?
Notat all. 1t 1s because they have come to kuow priests
personally.

Novels are the expression of our time, just as the drama
was the hiterary expression of the time of Elizabeth, or the
satirical essny that of the time of Queen Anne. Tuko the
priest in any late work of American fiction, and you will find
out what the average American thinks of him, or mure,
Irow ho nffects the man who judges him without regard to his
spiritual character,  In ¢ The Midge;™ by 1. C. Bunner, for
instance, there 1s a French priest who seems to have the
hearty osteemr of the author T John Habberton's latest
stery, «* All Ho Know," there is another priest. Chere are
no gibes at him : hie1s drawn reverently and even with affee-
tion. The reuson 18 casy to find, Contact with priests has
taught these writors that they are not ready to howl an-
athema on overy oceasion ; that, from their pulpits, they do
not send all souls to hell who outwardly bear the name of
Protestant.  And these writers reflect, too, publhic opinion,
;v]nﬁg may be directed by gentleness, but wlnch can not be
orced.
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If thero is a mnan amoung the roll of our prelates who de-
serves to be held up to us all for special imitation, it is that
Bishop of Boeton afterward known as Cardinal Cheverus,
He subdued tho most un-Christinnly bigoted town in this
country to n recognition of the real spirit of tho Church.
It 18 not recorded that he thundered and stormed, appealed
and abjurgated ; or thuat instead of a crook e used a club,
and stunned etray sheep that ho might dr.g them into the
fold, Ho wus gentlo to Protestants, though he never con.
cealed the pamn ho felt that thoy should have beon led sstray
by Luther and Calvin and the rest.  Ho recugnized that it is
very hard for & Protestant to hear bard things said of a belief
which Ing father and mother loved. You sometimes feel
that lus prejudices ought to be spared in the interests of truth ;
and that may be true—but prejudices rooted in the heurt
often geem to bo principles. And to root out one of theso
requires all the skill of a Cardinal Cheverus ; and if you and
1 go at 1t thoughtlessly with our little hatchets we may mako
a nnstake, dear friends. Let us not forget, in our zealous
Christnmty, that we are Christinns.— M. I, Fyan, n dve
Manre,

THE WAR ON WHISKEY.

A natural sequence of the position taken by the late Cath-
olie Congress was the mass meeting held lately in Baltimore
under the auspices of Catholics in fuvour of high hicense at
Harris® Academy of Music. On the stage sat Hie Enn-
nenee Cardinal Gibbons, Mgr. McColgun, Archbishop Elder,
Bishop Virtue, Bishop Keane, tho Rev. James Nugent, the
Rev. James Cleary, and some hundreds of prominent citizens
interested in the movement. Every seat in the great theatro
was occupied, aud crowds were turned away. My. Harns
tendered the use of the Academy free as a favour to lus friend,
Archbishop Ireland. Cardinal Gibbous presided. As he cpine
forward to spenk he reccived a warm greeting. Cardinal
Gibbons said :

« 1 gppear before you to-night not only asa churchman,
but also and chiefly as a fellow-citizen anxious for the moral
welfare of my native city. Whatever contributes to the
moral growth of Baltimore, whatever contributes to the hap-
pinese of the people, hias my most Learty co-operation, and
I firmly believe %o night that the noble cause which will be
advoested here, if suceessful, will contribute, under God’s
blessing, to the moral welfare of our beloved city; to the
welfare of our people. to the domestic happiness and tran-
quility of the poorer classes and of the laborer. The blow
that we strike to night is a blow struck for the cause of the
luboring man, and it must and shall bo successful.” .

he Cardinal was followed by the Rev. Father Nugent of
Liverpool, the famous temperance apostle. )

*« No honest man,” he said, ““ can justify tho existenco of
a liquor saloon.  As commonly conducted it is an institution
that cannot be defended. They are the resort of the vile, the
degraded, the obscene. There crime is concocted and the
ballot-box corrupted.” . .

The speaker guve statistics showing that $900,000,000 was
snnually expended in the United States for liguor, and said
it was usually by the class who can least afford it. He was
continually applauded, and ended by asking all present to
band together and rescue the people from the coutrol of the
liquor saloons.

Rqov. James Cleary, Prasident of the Catholic Total Absti-
nence Union of America was next introducad. He said : ¢ The
position of the Catholic Church on Temperance and other
social questions has been clearly stated m the Catholic Lay
Congress lield in_Baltimoro. The corrupting influence of
the saloons in politics, the crime and pauperism resulung
from exeessive drinking require legislative restriction, which
we can uid in procuring by joining our influence with that of
the other enciies of intemperance.  The Catholic Church 15
absolutely and irrevocably opposed to drunkenness and to
drunkard making. In vain wo profess to work for souls if
we do not labor to drive out an evil which is duily begetting
sins by the ten thousand and peopling lell. In vain we
boast of civilization and liberty, if wo do not labor to exterm-
inate intemperance. Education, tlm.elovntxon of the mAgses,
liberty—all that tho age ndmires—is set at naught by this

.
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