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RECONNAISANCE OF ‘TIE NORTII WEST
PROVINCES AND INDIAN TERRITOR
IES OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA,

(Continued from Iuage 210.)

Tho Assiniboine River is navigalle for
good sized boats all the way from Fort
Garry to Fort Ellice,and 1 bLehove much far.
ther, Inspring no great difficuley would
probably be experienced in navigaung the
river witha stern-wheel steamer ot hight
draught tho wholo way from Fort Garry to
Fort Ellice.

Between Fort Ellice and Fo
the North  Sikatchowan, lies a great
extent of country ~moie than three hLun
dred miles.
portion of tho road followed allkal lakes ace
prevalent, and for several days I found no
good water.

Upon the whole I do not consider the
country between Fort Lliice and tho Touch-
wood Hills, which are sbout midway between
Fort Ellice and Carlton, and the country
beyond thie Touchweod Hills for two or threo
day's journey towards the North West, so
well adapted for settiement as the Province
of Manitoba, and thecountry between it and,
Fort Ellice.

From that part of the couatry, however
where the *Bound ILN (1 ‘conspicuous
ohject about two day’s journey south of Fort
Carlton), is situated, to North Saskatehowan
River. and from thence for seversl hundreds
of miles westward to the Rocky Mountains,
the vaiue and fertility of the country for
agricultural and stock zaising purposes has
certainly not been exaggerate:d m the ag-

rt Carlton, on

‘Throughout a consideralue |

8o fertilo or so well suited for agriculture ¢
and thero is there, 1 beliove, n scarcity or
both fuel and water.

Some doubts may exist as to {he possi-
bility of rasing asIarge wheat corpsalong the
valley of the North Saskatohewan, from tho
occasional occurrenco of summer {rost
¢ be raised in the Province of Manit.
but I beliove that for stock farming, ve; <t
ables and the Lardier grains, such as oats,
barley, &e.. the fertile belt of British North
Americt can hardly Lo 'supassed,

With regard to the temperature of the
climate, on ver, few occasions was there any
interrs ton 1 its mildoess in the past su.-
mer during the mouths of June.July,August.
September and October. On the night of
the 17th August, when travelling bLetween
2l’orl Ellice and the Pouchiwaod 1iills, 1 ex -
sperienced n slight frost, but not suflicient,so
farae [ could judge, to materially injure
wheat erops  Agiin on the night of the 10th
September, when about two day's journey
from the Kocky Mountain HHouse, I experi~
enced anather cimilar frost  theso wera the

experienced any frosts or cold, until reach-
ing the foot of the Rocky Mountains on the
2lst September near tho Porcupine Hills,
being then st an altitude of between 3,000
and 4,000 feet above thesea level-and at the
time of the Equinox, I was stopped for sev-
eral days by a'snow storm, which not unfre-
quently accurs in the mountains, but rarely
socarly on the plains. ‘This snow disap~
peared from the plains in o few days, almost
as rpidly as it came, and with the abovo
exceptions, from the timo of quitting tho
Lake of the Woods, ono hundred miles east

counts of sny travellers,

The North Saskstchewan at Fort Carlton is !
about four hundred yards in breadth, with g |
current of between two and three mles;
and it nowhero exceeds that breadth up-
wards to the Rocky Mountamns. Although
thero are numerous sand bars, 1t 13 nasvig-
able for large sized boats, and 1 behevo for
stern-wheel steamers of light draught from
within twelve miles of Laka Winnipeg nearly
to the buse of the Rocky Mountams.  When
the riveris low, steambouts probably would
not be able to pass at Ceal Rapids below
Carlton. At the proper season of the year
for navigation, howover, it is ouly necessary
to make ons or two portages the whole way
from Fart Garry, on the Ked River, to tho
Rocky Mount.in Iouse,

The land lying betwern the north and
south branches of the Saskatehewan River
near Carlton, and for m-ny miles to the
castand west, is particularly well adapied for
sciilement, and  the whalo country along
the north bank of the North Sukaichew.an,
extending for hundreds of mules to the
westward, is very fertile and adunmbly
adupted for settlement. There are two haif
breed setuements at no great distance from
Fort Cirlton—ono at St. Lwre, (French half
breed) on tho South Siskatchewan, about 30
miles south swest from Fort Carlton; the
other, an  English hf breed settlement
(Princo Albert) 39 miles east from kort
Carlton, oo tho North Swskatchewan. [ho
population of St. Laure, last year,was 63 men
98 women and 193 . chidren, possesstng 577

of Fort Grry, until reaching the Pacfic
Const, a perind of three months, the climate
was delightful—it was frequently quite un-
necessary Lo pitch a tent when campiag for
the night ; farmvny nig t.§sle, tout in the
open arr, or hy eaderneath the ¢art

It tkes twenty days 1o g with large stzed
row hinatg, cnrying ciwgo  [rom Carlton
to Fort Elmanton, but a1 Izht deught
stomer wauld accomplish the Jdistance in a
short time.

Gold is to be found in the sand bars of
the Sasktchawan the whole wiy from Fort
Edmonton to Carlion, and almost through-
outits entire length.

I wag inforined that at Carlton a man can
earn from two 1o three dollars daily, during
tho proper s-~.50n by washing tho sand of
the river.—aud at Fort Edmonton from five
to six dollars daly for seven or cight months
in the year,

At Fort Ed-won on during tho past sum-
mer thero were ouly five or sixmen engaged
mining, from ona of swham [ obtsined somno
goad specimens of the Swkatchewan gold,
which is_consilered equal in quality to
that obtained w the mines of British Colum-
bia.

The few miners who have as yot penetrat
ed into the Sskatchewan country state that
gol1is to be found in neacly all the streams
which flow in‘o the Siskaichewan River, and
they are of o,i.dm that quite as 1ich de-
PIsils exist on (Le ¢ istern as on the western
side of the Rocky Mountains.

horses , that of I'rinco Albert, 35 men. 57

The ads.’s Bay Company’s Forts along

only occisions during the past season that 1 ]

women, 81 children, and 181 Indians. The (tholines of the Nouth Saskatchesanat Carl-
population of theso tiva settiements is pro tom, Fitt, Victoria aud Elwonion consist of
bably much tcreased since (lus census was | %00 len bouses suriounded by stockades
mnde, and it is believed that a cousiderable (these stocksdes aro about twenty feet hizh
Tumber of the half Lreed population in ,With small basionsat the anglo to aftund
Manitoun will leave that Province next sum jlitnRing deienco—alihougi probhably suth-
wer and move to these settlements., cient to aflord protection from Indians, thoy
The countiytothe southofthe North Sas- |are of slight stre. gth,
kate! ewan, leading towards whatarc called { At Forts Carlton, Pitt, and Victoria, ac-
the Great Plaing, Tunderstand is by no means |commodation for compnanics of soldicrs, 50

strong, could be found in these Hudson's
Bay Company’s Fort, in addition to the pre
sent oc~upants, and at Fort Edmonton for
about 125 soldiers

I'heso FForts are conveniently enough sit
tuated for purposes ot trade, but in a muilitary
jpoint of view aro badly plicel. being m

nearly every instance commanded from the
rear by higher ground.

The Rocky Mountamn House, however, 1s
built on a pood military site, and could
easily bo put in n defensible condition.

The scenery about the Touchwood Ihills,
jas well as in any other sections of the coun*
jtry lying between Fort Girry and Edmonton
uis extreraely picturesquo and park hke At
jtho timoof the year I passed through, the
ywild flowers were 1n full bloom ; the prainie
(cuvered with beauuful plants and countless

¢ svs, both red and white, presented n gor-

| 2eous n.ppearence ; not unfrequonlly‘ when
samping fur the night the traveller literally
oiakes his bed upon 10ses.

Fort Carlton and its vicinity is a desirable
spot for settlement, but the whole country
along the north bank of the Siskatchowan
to Edmonton is atleast equally so, offermg in
many places superior advantages from tho
greater quantity  and better quality of the
tingher.,

From Edmonton to the Rocky Mountain
tiouse, specially m the neighbourhood of
the Battle River and Wolf Plun, the country
ts still richer and Letter wooded.

At Fort Victorin.where a simall settlement
has erisen, and at Fort Edmonton I saw
several ficlds of excellent wheat being har-
vested.

1 have no doubt whatever thut when the
valley of the North Saskatchewan is opned
up and settled, it will be found to be very
produ ctive.

That beautiful country lying in the terri-
tory of the Blackfeet Indians, ext-nding for
ahoat 300 miles along the Eastern base of
tho Racky Mountains towands the Interna.
tional Bouundary line. with a varying breaath
of from 60 to 80 miles, 13in respect of ferti.
lity, of surpagsing richness—in regard to
scenery, maguificent.

The effect produced upon tho mind of the
traveller who journeys day alterday through
these vast and beautiful solitudes is of an
elevating character, tho recolloction of tho
scenes visited remains deeply impressed
upon the memory,

Tho average temperaturo during the
Winter monthis along the base of the Itacky
Mountuns in tins section of tho country, 1s
Ingher by 15° than that of the Western
portion of the Province of Untario ; alt over
the Swskatchewan country, horses and cattle
witer out.

All traveliss and old residents in the
West, testify to tho healthiness oftho climate
—indeed in tho pure air of tho prairie, sick-
niess i3 almost unknown.

Seattered threugh the wholo of the Sus-
katchewan country, are numerous lakes,
gonerally of no groat s1zo; they ure favourito
haunts of great numbers of wild duck, and
gees.

Some of tho lakes between Forts Carleton
and Edmontow, such as Egg Like, Jack fish
and Saldle Lk 1o, however, of consider
abla s.ze, and contain inuncase quantities of
White tish.

Wild pigeons, and prawrio hens sbound
overywncero.

In the Touchwood Hills and along ths
Eastern baso of the Rocky Mountains, sov-
era! kind of deer und bears aro very numer-
ous.




