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T T CORRESPONDENCE,

2e Lditor Qacs not hold himself verpensible for
O tivldual expresslons o optmen in communts
cuttongadidressed to the \"OLUNTEES REVIEW)

T'o the Editor of the Vorusteenr Revinw,

Dear Sir—Would yon kindly infoim me
if therois any truth in the report thnt our
Government intend seuding o Canadin
Brigade to tho Antumn Manmuvres of 1873,
and also i it s poszible to obtain regulution
cross belts, swords, and ~word belis (for offi
cers) from tho Governmont Stores, und if so
at what prices ?

An ansser in vou, next will greatly
oblige.

- B D S —

& Yorrseee,
Wi liave to inform our cortes~pondent
Folunteer that the Governnent have not as
yeteutertained the que-tion of sending a Dii~
gade to England, although its politieal and
moral effect would ULe of great adyantage
to our general and loc.d interests
‘Thero are no swords or sword belts for ofli
cersat present i store, the intentions of the
Militia Department wnhrespeet to renew.
ing the supply have i} yet been declared.
Lu Vor. Rey,

[ONTREAT.

(FROM OUf OWYN CORRESPONDINT.)

Who aro the drill instructors of the Volun-
teer force? they are captoins and commend.
ing officers ; in sore cwes with certiieates,
and inother cases without ; as to the eligi
Lility ot'such, of counrze spealing more gene-
rally of this section of the country, thete is
110 question thet in this matter there is great
need of reformy, In otler words the $40,000
that is annnaliy given as instructor. fecs £
tho instruction of the Volunteer force is not
spent in its legitimate channel, hnt simply
in many cases pocketed Ly tho officess, or
given to infetior men who hav: no mote
knowledge of the dull than the mvn i the
moon. Jlow isit possible for an oflicer to Le
instiuctor for Lis own compiny when he
himself knows next to nothing abuut iv; yet
that man draws Governmeat atlowance, his
company vittunlly goes without instruction,
I should be sony to state that vhisis the rule,
there arc exceptions, bul I e not assert
that such are few aud Lo between., In Mor.-
treal, that'Loeted of o stufFof six orseven
elfective ofticess, these mien have neasly all
left,but theciill allowance is stilt diawsn,

Itis certuinly degradg to the service to
sco the cipinins, selfstyled insuucto:s,
acting sergeanis duty, andalso pitiful to
witness officers when at Jnil overlooking
mistakes, simply bLecanse they are unable
to correct.or cxp'iain them, although the
regalativns 3ay nivst distinctly that to Le
dnll instiuctor to i ¢ mpany, tho pariy
must have a secand class nnd for a battalion
a first class cortiticate, when i is « notorious
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fact that mr-ny draw pay ns instructors who
have no cortifieates.

Truly in this nritter the whole thing vty
sifting, what is requined iy, sy four compe-
tent diill instructors, men who will dao their
work withont fear or fiuvor, and who have
1o interest bat in theie duty,  These in
structors to exact off' the officer the = ime ny
tion as they do off the men, aud to seo thnt
they know and do their severnl du
ties, wo wonld then not witness suclt sighits
;08 was witnes~ad duting p1evious comps, of
oflicers neting actually as diill Instructors,
making foels of themsclves, and unablo to
exvento the simplest Inovoments; no wondesy
! tho men under such command are raw and
undiseplined. Forty  thousand  dollars
is annuully spent or sllowed to diitl iustiue
tors, of this sontreal receives say two thou

sand «nd  four hwndred, distributed as
follun s ;=
(340 per “"ompany.)
Vietorin Rifles, 6 Cosivenennrenannens 240
Princo of Wales, 6 Cos. ... ..ocovae 240
Mount Rovals, * % . ... D)
Hochelaga Light Infantey, 4 Cos ..... 160
Antillerv BCo08. cveeviy ciiiieeiiens 21
2 Bugiveer Corps o voveivninie vvaer 80
I Cavalvy .. . iiiiiiis cvereee.. 4O
Stevensou's Battevy oo o0 SR
Grand Teunk Biles 6 Coa.. ... ... 20
. Mullery 6 Cos.. oooa.. 20
o Eugineas! Qoo vvee 40
S1960

Add tolhissalary otinstinctors at military
schools, whick is $100.and you have in 1ound
numbers $200.  This would give a salury
o1 $6UU 1o fonr compytent nstructors, apd
whose xervices couid al-o Lig utilized at the
mlitry school. I will be bound tosay that
i very short 1ime we would gresenta veary
diffyent stute ot afl'ms, both flicers and
men would then wite  jaide s posting
themselves e, aued a spurit of thaliy would
then prevail, which cound not but have a su.
Iutary ceffect,

As macters now stand, an oflicer dato
not be severe with tie mien, he would soon
loose & number of them, 5o he hins to go and
beg, aud put up with hittie shoit of msuhor
dmatr 3. Apoutarde diill instiacetor woala
proceed featlessly with his duty, the ofiicars
courd hut suy to thew niets whife wmfer the
istroctor’'s orders, © we cannot ater fere,
you st do what 13 requited of you—youy
duty.”

With respect 10 the differenses that exist
between ¢ ol Bound il Major Rotinson ot the
Prinee of Wale-.Itfles there hasl-een a great
de dl of ¢rass tive ol tecthinations, aud it
would be west for all pavties coneerned weve
a strict  invesiigation  held,  and  the
matter fully ventitited.  Mre Hunt the po
pular bandinaster o the Grand Trank Bid.
gade was the vecepient ol o comphmentary
dinuer rendered hiny by the brigade,

Over sixty personssut down to 1 sump-
.tuous repust setved by Host McGlmagnhun
tin a very cveditable siyle ; M.ajor Doran oc-
;cupymg thoe chair. The viunds having re.
teewved full attention, the wsual 1oyul st
fputriatic tonsts wWero given and hearidly
dranle. the bl playing an appropriate aiv
to each. Iy responding to “The Velun.
weers.”” Capl. Athinson dwelt particulaily on
tne declitie 0l e votunlees wice W this city

Jund demonstrated taty the 1eal cuuse was
the illiberul and ungenerous policy pursued |
by tho cmployers, e mentioned scvm\l]
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instances of harsh treatmont undergone iy
volunteers at the hands of the mercantile
community, and declared that in many cas 8
the fuct of & youug raan being o voluuteor
debarred him from abtuining employment,
So fur is this opposition canicd that compe-
titors at tho riﬂlc matehes frequently auly
obtain nbsenco from business by feighing
sickness, and then havo to shoob under an
ussumed name, *

The remarks of the speaker wers fro.
quently interrupted by the hesrty endorsa.
tions of (ho compuny.

‘This hns become a notorious fucl. the
greatest enemiey of the volunteers me thew
cmployers, whoso selfishness denies to thene
men the short time requisite_for drilis

In proposing tho toust of the evening the
chnfrtinn spoke in very complimentuy
terms of Mr. Hunt, the sentiments being
lieartily eudorsed by the enthusiastio uj.
plause ol the company. In the courso ol
his rematrks, Muejor Doran {ook occasiou to
mention a fuck not known to many, viz,
tnt the Grand ‘Trunk band, hus frequently
given i3 services gratuitously and at uo
little sserifico for chinritable pu.puses, and
Iater on Mr, Hunt inalluding to the forve.
going tes’itied to the willinguess ulwuys mai.
ilested amonyg the merbers (0 ongage in
stueh wor ks,

In responding to the toast My. Hunt sail
hie was quite at u loss to know why he hnd
licen mile the recipient of such honors; he
had tried to o hisduty, if he had succeeded
it gaye him great pleasure and he would
ever strive to go on in the same path.

Tho evening was enlivened by several sce
lections by the band and songs by thic mem.
bers of the company, which mado the time
fly so pleasantly that it was fur in the ** weu
s howrs  ere the last ¢ good night » we
suidd,

‘The dininig room was tastfully decoratel
with handsome flags and devices in zwotds
and bayonets,

Un the 12th the Prince of Wales Rifles
celebrated the bitthday of the Pduce of
Wiles, by u concert in the Mechanies 11al},
iz Lehadt o) e General HHospiwal,

‘The walls of the Drill shed ave being
covered in for protection from jury frou
the liost,

Horse epuedimic fast dying out.

—

B.

Limron's Noti,—Our Montreal correspond
ent diseloges a very discrediiable state ol al-
faies in connection with the Volunteer force
of that city, anei one that requires nttention
from thelnstictStffas well asllendQuasters.

We cunuot conceive how any gentloman
holding thie rank of Captain, could be jgno.
rant ol the necessary qualditieations 1o el
hus own corps,  Tho rules of the service de-
mands that he should hold a proper certsti
vate of quahitlention, and woe are of opinion
no authority should mterfere between him
self and his men. The afiviis of dull ia-
structoy is not uecessurily that of diiil ser
geant.  Ap adjutant 1s properly nothing Lut

drill instruclor and it we are to have sol-
dieis they should leara their disciphine from
their own oflicers.

Still the whole affuir is discreditable to
the lacal force, wnd a remedy should he
touud for it at once, our ouly fault with L
present system i3 that it.copies (oo closely
that of the regular army, snd tho :ous
staft oflicers do not Jook moro closely utter
their comunds,

‘There is only one remedy for the st Hisk:
nees of the Commercial cliss and that i3 w
einbody and drill the population of all in.
corporated villages, towns or cities withiout
eyemption except pbysical disability.

Ep, Yor, REv,



