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Should the Confession of Faith be Revised 2

PY KBV WM CLELAND, TORONTO.
For the Reriew,

Wo are not aware and do not beliovo th.ot thero oxists In the
Peesbyterian Unurot of Unuada anything like o general desiro for
tho revision and altoration, much less for the catiro abandonment
of tho Conleaston of Faith, 'I'ms venorablo document has atood, I
iy 8ay, as tho public and authorizod rocord of the faith of tho
Prasbytorian Church sincothie daysof Knox and tho Roformation ;
for, though 1n ltsrsrosom shape'it camo into oxustenco well nigh
a century afterwards, it1s nml‘)ly a ropotition in o mMOre systom-
atized form of the original conlession of tho Reformed Charch of
Scotland, which was adopted at the timo of her organization 38
tho National Caurch 1n 1560, and which may bofound at length in
Knox's History, in Calderwood, and in Dunlop's Collection of Con-
fossion. And, as it has stood for conturicsas tho firm and enduring
momortal of the Churoh's crced, in the assured perauasion that it
is founded on aud agreeable to the Word of God, we trust that in
the futuroit will retain 1its long.oxisting position, and continuo
for oll tame to come to tostify to the world what it is that the
Church holds itsolf warranted to beliove, and commiasioned to

teach,

Liko tho Bible tself, from which 1t1s drawn, and of theteaching
of which 1t 18 a full aud faithful declaration, our Confession haa
boen subjected thronghout its ontire history to severs and
unfricadly criticism ; but until a comparatively rocent poriod its
assatlants havo been confined almost altogether to infidels, and
aceptics, and the partizans of churches that have not been ablo to
accept in 1ts ontiroty its ovangelical creed. Within our own times
however, there has sprung up in tho ranks of the Church that had
miherto accorded 1t a unanimous and loyal allegiance a disposition
1o carpat 1t, which somotimos beaks out in very unoXpee
quartors, finding expression rather in o covert sncer than in an
open mauly sttack. In a somowhat far-off fashionit is insinuated
now aud again, thatit has outlived 1ta day, for, howover faithfully
1t 1nay set forth tho viuws of the Church in her less maturo years,
1t 18 altogether 1nadequate to givo oxpression to her viows in theso
times ol%x ht and leading, during which sue has emerged into
clearer hggt. and attamned to a bettor anderstanding of divine
truth. For this, nod other reasons to wl.ch it is not necessary to
advert, 1t 18 hinted occastonally that tho timo for its revision has
arrived, 80 as to bring 1t into fall accordance with tho general
sontiment of the Ctiurch, and moro espocially with & view to the

\rosentation of 1ts contentan a bricfer and simpler form, in a tons
lcxs hacah and sovers, and 1 toncs more brimful of tho mild and
loving spinit of tho gospel.

We (0 not claim on behalf of oar Confeasion that it is altogether
porfect, and utterly 1ncapablo of smprovement ; but we confidently
assert that 1o defect can bo found 10 1t of 80 grave a naturcas to
warrant a demand for its rovision and alteration. It gives forth a
{311 statemont of divine truth, arranged an tho best poasible order,
and oxpressed sn langaago always i’lm and intelligible. It sins
neither by OINiEsiON Nor cOmMMmission, ncither in the use of language
unwarrantably strong, nor an tho employment of terms culpably
woak and 1nadoquate. As a complote transcript of the Divine
Word as revealod 1o Holy Scripture it stands without a rival
Thie men who {ramed 1t wore qaalificd 1o the highest degree fur the
task. It s hardty too mach tosay that thero has nover been since
tho days of the apost ca an assembly botter fitted to give form and
body o the farth of she Ghurch than the Assembly they comprised
which met at \\estnunstor an 1643.  For sanctified gonius aud
surpaising Attainmonts can any age of the Church furnish two
mghe= names thaa thosoof Sclt{on and Laghtfoot, nol to mention
soveral othors hardly inferior.  Speaking of the cletical members
of the Assombly only, Baxter, whoss judgmontis catitled for many
Teasons 10 the highest respect, has loft 1L on rocord that ' thoy
wera mon of omincat learming, godliress, mentsl ability and
fidelity. ©  So perfect 18 tho form of sound words they gave to the
Church that not long sinco one whoss nams is pronounced with
respect and veneration wherover tho Eanglish languago is spoken,
addressing the Synod of the English Presbyterian Church, gave
oxpression to tha strong hopo that *“tho Presbyterians would nover
abandon the Confession of Faith, they would not casily como by
any botter.” And what shall wo say of the noble array of the
groat and good men of past generations who heartily gavo to it the
full homagoo! minds not only highly gifted in t.fncmselvcs, but
allamined not merely by tho torch of science, but yet more by the
botter lLight that proceeds from tho dSon of rightoousness. Is it
possible for us to have any food reason to discard 1o tho smallest
aatticular a document that commaaded the hearty acceptance of
such men a3 Uhalmers and Cooko, and Cunningham and Crawford,
who but Iately passed away—men, to uso the langusge of a distin-
guished disine already relerred to, **who could swallow op the
astonishing geninses who scem capable of evolving a new syatem of
divinity every month ay caunly as alot of whitebait "~men to
spead with bated broath, who may certainly be hold to stand ona
lovel with the bost and brightest that are enrulled on our Canadian
register. It1is trao, we Prosbyterians aro people of a decidedly
stundy mould, posseased 1n a high degree of the spint of manly
independence, and hittlo disposed to yield a slavigh submission to
tho anthority of great names; yot at can hardly bo a slight gratin-
cation oven for us to know not merely that sanctified gentus and
ssholarship of tho highest order leat their resources to tho framing
of our creod, but that throughont the centuries that have.clapsed
ainco it was sont forth on the orrand of makiog knowa tothe world
the faith of the Reformed Ghurch of Scotland, it has met with the
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admiring approval not only of a very large and important section
of tho Chriztian wurld, but also of very many of tho firat and
forcmost minds of by-gono times.  As a church we have grown and
prospered greatly under its shelter; but if, in&nqnhlpry hour
wo are tompted to withdraw from it the allegianco that from the
first hour of our history we have unitedly and heartily accorded to
it, tho son of our ﬁrosperity will, 1 fear, from that moment
begia to go down, ero can hardly Lo s doubt that 'if we once
undertake to cut and carvo the precious documont, tho work of
mutilation will be sure to go on till tho venerated s&vllx‘lbol_lhall
cither largoly loso its identity or wholly disappear, s history
of the Presbyterian Churchin England furnishes toomuch warrant
for entortaining such a painful apfrehenaion. Before the century
closcd that saw our Confcasion of Faith moulded into the present
form, this Charch began to cut looto from this noble instrument,
and tosubstituto for muoh of ita salutary teaching the wild vagarics
of human spoculation. In tho desiro to get rid of a document that
plodged them to viows they no longer held, many in her com.
munion, under the ples of religious liberty, made a olamant
demand for the repeal of the law that required its subscriptiont
The demand has uitimately conceded; the obnoxious instrumen.
was doposed from its high position, And with what result?
Spiritual athophy set in. Liks Samson deprived of his locks, the
Cﬂurch lost her atrength, sinking deeper and dceper into the de-
cripitude of decay till whon the present century dawned, there
was lxardl{ nnything 1eft of her hut the name. Tho history of the
Irish Prisbyterian Church furnishes another beacon-light to warn
us. In thoearly part of tholast century this Church began to
follow in the footsteps of her Englieh sister. Dany of the younger
ministers on her roll became bold to make light of mere sectional
reaching ; thoy ingisted upon sincerity as tho chief test of Christ-
jan discipleship ; they taught that eroncous opinions were only
hurtful when wilfol; and, above all, they inveighed vehemently
against the law which required subscription to_a crecd or confes-
sion, as submisive of thoright of private jndgment, and incon-
sistent with Christian liberty and truo Protestantiam. The viows
they advocated unhs?‘pily became Frevalcnt, and subseription to
tho confession of faith was practical y set aside.  The consequence
was that Arianism, which is little better than Infidclity crept in
and tho Church was brought to the very verge of destruction. The
threatened doom, however, was happily averted. This grand old
church that has borne so honarable a share in the great battle for
civil and religious liberty, and in the diffasion and maintenance of
a pure Gospel, in by-gono times, was not to bo Jeft to perish. At
00 stage in her downward carcer had thero been wanting in her
communion, men who had striven with marked ability to arrest
its progrezs, but it was not till the present century had lentered
x}:\})on ita coursc that a decided arrest waslaid upon its footsteps.
en, whoso revered names will live in her memory for all time to
come, by cxertions in which distinguished ability, unfaltering
Furpose and unﬂa(ﬁiIng zeal shone conspicuous, were honored of
her great Kinﬁ:n ead to reclaim her from ber wanderings, and
to bring her back t> thocld paths  The vessel drifting on the
rocha was saved from distruction. Saved, she flung anew from
her masthead thd old flag, the symbol of ker loyalty to her Lord
and Master. The Confeasion of Faith was restored toits ancient
placo of authority, and from that time till now the Church has
mndo marked progress. Peacoe hasbeen within her walls, and
prosperity within her palaces ; and at this moment she takes rank
among the very foremost of the ovangelical churches of Chris-
tendom. Lat us bo warned by tho facts which the history of these
churches dizscloses, to stand with unyiclding steadfastness by our
seuerable Confession ¢ Obsta principiia™ - et this be our watch-
word. Tho spirit and tho tendency of the times affords ground for
grave anxiety. Everywhers men'sminds seem to be unnettled ;
everywhere there is a” manifest craving for somothing new, fasci-
nating and oxciting, and an unhallowed disposition to throw aside
all reverence for tho past, For the Church at such a seazon, to
abandon any of her deeply cherished princig\m, or to alterin
any mcasure her lorig existing position, would be to encoursge, if
not to sanction the dangerous tendency.  Sciolists, who know little
of our confession beyond thoname, and who in their inexcusable
ignorance associate with it teaching that it utterly ropudiates,
may pronounce it an obsolets and effete production, ttterly
unsuited to this age of %mgr_usivo advancement ; but wo aro
folly persuaded that the Preabyterian pooplo of this and other
1ands who know its worth, and can appreciate its excellencs, still
regard it with andiminished reverence.  Somo of their number, it
i8 trug, pretend to bo ablo to find flaws in the body of its contents ;
bat, as for ourselves, wo can truly say that the more we examine
1t the more immovable wo find to bo the foundations on which it
rests, and tho more scripturalthe principles it embodics. Tt ia
trao scienco and theology have made t progress zince it was
{ramed. Discoveries of t valuo have been mado, manuscripts
of tho New Testament of a wery ancient date. have been found,
and certain archaiological facts coeneated with the history of
Assyria and of Egypt bave been unveiled. Theso bavo all thrown
moro or less light upon the Holy Scriptures, bearing strong testi-
mony to thoir source and lmdmgém some instances to 3 better
understanding of their contents. But within the whole volume of
the accamulated evidence that has been gathered from theso flelds
of investigation nothing is found that tends in the slightess degres
to unsettle or disturbour faith in the divinity of their origin, or
to demand an alteration in their interprotation. Tho same old
Biblo from which the Westminster divines drew all their material
{or tho construction of the noblo fabric of our Confeasion, stands
to-day 1n its onimpaired entirety, bearing the same testimony,
and strengthenod rather than weakened on its foundationa by the
discoverics of acience and the facts of history. Nogood Teaton,
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