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The PreBbyterian Review.

,,g L f J~~ admirinuç approval net onby of a very large andi Important section

air 1EV WI PL1.A~, -coaro propOrv gretl nor iLs shebtor; but If, In au unuappybu
uOflieSIOfl O rPaND , T eONTe. po thod <hrat iunlbtaacfvrmnyo t yia houd

vve are tomptcdt ta wîithdmw frei iL the aliegiance ihat tamt tho
finat hour cf our bistory we bave unitedly and heartily accordod to

awaro and do nlot bobiove tl .t tiiero existas lu the it, the son cf out prosperity wili, 1 test tramn that moment
uirai et i...uadas anything like a eciteral dusire fur bogie te go iom. Thor con bariy ho a Joubt that *il we once

altoration, much los% for thîe cttre abaudaninont undortalce ta cut andi carve the preclona document, the work of

apublic andi authorizoti rocord cf the faiLla cf tho cithor largoly loue its ldentity or wholly disappoar. Th biso!tîb bsvjoal ouetbssod uiainwl osr a cnLI h eeaoism o ha
tiurchsnoh .so nxadteRfrvin; o tebebtra hrhi nln unae o înuob warrant
its prosent shape i. came into existence uvoîl Digit fon entortaining sncb a painfel apprehenaien. Beforc the contery
warda. it as sîIptly a nepelîtion in a amcre system- closoti that saw our Confession cf Faith mouldoti luto the prenant
lie original conlession ci thc Reforancd Clîurch of teoni, thîs Cherch beg a touct Iccea fro'n this noble instrument,
b wvas adoptcd ast the trne ot lier organization 3a8 and Losubsatute for mucha!f its saletary, tcachiug the wild vagaries 4
aurch an 1500, and vrhioh nuay bo taund ea, longth iu cf human apecelatian. In the desiro ta g et ri-. o! a document that

a n Caldcnwoctl, and in Dunlop's Collection of Con- thoin te viows Lhey ne longer hlId. many lu lier com.-
as it fias etood for centuriesaoz theafi rm andi enduning men on, undor the plea of religious liberty, made a clamant
a Cburohsa crccd, in the assurot persuasion that IL dcmand for the ropeal cf the law that requirat ILs subseriptiont
it agrecabie ta the Word of Goct, vro trust that iu The dernanti bas ultimately concodeti; the abuexicué Instruanen.

rill retaie is long.oxisting position, and coninee wa% tioposed frein iLs higlh position. Andi with what resuit?

corne ta testify t tic %varbia what it las that the Spirituel athaphy est in. Like Samien doprîved of hia locks, the
itscif vranranteid ta beliove, andi cominisuianoti ta Cuneh hast bier atrcn th. sinking deepor and deeper tt the de.

cripitude of decay Liii whon tho present century dawned, thens
>le iio, frein whlch atta drawn, andi cf the toacbing iras hardi ' iett cf bier but the Damue. The bistory of the
a tull andi faithful doclaration, aur Confession bas Irish Pribyterianàunch tennishe another b.acau*ligbt ta warn
I thrcaghîont its cntira bistory ta severa andi us. Iu the emrly part cf tho st century this Church began ta
îcism; but untii a comparativoly recont, periad its fobbow in tie taotstcp of ber Englieb sister. 31any cf the yeunger
abeau canlineti ainust altogetber ta infideo, and mjnisters on bier rail becam fal ta maIre liglit ai moe sectianal,

ho partizaus of churches that hava nat becu able ta preacbing ithoy insisteti upen sincenity as the chief test cf Christ-
.îrety its oivangolical crecti. Wîtbin cen cwn tines ian clisciplesip; they tauaght that ereneous opinions verts only
hias aprung up iu the nanksocf the Churcb that hoa hurtful wbcu wilful; and., abova a&U, they inveighed vehemently

lcd iL a unanirneus andi loyal aliogiauca a disposition againat the law wbicb roquireti sebscniptian ta a orteil or contes-
whiich samectumes i-.-caks out in vcny unoxpeceat sien, as subanisiveocf the right cf pnivato jutigment, and incon-t
ug expression rallier iu a covcrt sucer than iu aua stnt with Christian liberty anti truc Pratestautisam. The views
tack. iu a sumowhet fer-off faslîaon it is insiuuated tl.cy advocateti unhappily hecmme pravalent, andi sebsonaption to
that si, bias outliveta s<by, for, howovcr taitbfubly Uic confession cf tait h ras practically set aide. The conscquence
hUth vavws of thie Cburcb in lier losu matue ycars, %vas that, Arinisi, wbich ta little botter than Infidohity crept in

r ica'.eqlueste Lu give ezpresin te ber viea in theso anti tho Churcb was brougbt ta the very verg cf destruction. The

andi lcading, during tvhaise bias omrne d into thrcatened docan, bowerer, vras happily averteti. This grn citi
andi attaîncti tu a bettor undrstaetiing of dbivina churcli that lias borne sa honarable a shaore in the great 'Lattle fer
iin, anti otlaut resus ta w1l..h st as net necoasary ta civil andi religions liberty, anti in tho diffusian anti maintenance cf
iuteti occasîonaily that the Lime for iLs reviain lias a pure Gospe , in by-gone tumes, iras not ta ha left ta perisb. At
ta brîug i. intu fulhl accondanco with t ho general noestage in ber downward career bcd theoabeen wantin in ber

ho tCliurelà, and mae espuiaby vritb a view te the communion, men wba li atniven with ruarked ability ta arrest
1iats contents i a abriefer anti simpior form. lu a tons !te pregrers, but iL was net tLUI the present century hati cntoed
envera, ant i a toese moire brnimful cf the mibti anti upon its course that a docided arreat ires laid Upsan its feotateps.

f the gospel. men, whoisa nevoreti names ill live lu lier inorory tan aU time ta
dlaim ou bebal! of our Confession that il, ia altogotiier coma, by exertions lu 'whieh distinguished ability, unfabtening
tteniy Inicapable o! aipruo rnnt, but we confidny purposo andi niagring zeal ahane conspicuans, wero hanoroti cf
ibefect. cars bu uud iu si, cf su grav.e a nature as ta hon great King anti Hcd ta necbaini ber tram bier ivanderingu, andi
sud for its revisiun anti abtcrataon. It gives forth a ta bning bier bak t > the eid patha. The vessol drifting an the
o! dii ne trutlî. an-rengl cd tho beat possible erder, rocks was savoti train distructian. Savcd, abe flung anair frein
in la.eseaî-u vcar anisi intelligible. It aie hot miatheati thé elti fiag, thc symbol cf her layalty ta, ber Lord

issacu non commission, ecither iu the use ut language anti Master. Thc Confession of Faith wua restaneti ta iLs aucientg
y strong, non an the omployment cf ternis culpibly place cf authenity, anti tror that Lime Liii noir the Cburch bas
adoc 1eete. As a complote transcript cf the Divine ruade marketi progress. Peaco hias beou iithin ler walls, anti
alodi iu lluiy Scrîpture AL stansds without a rival. prosperit> wvithin bier paace anti at this moment abc takes rank
f ramcd si. wcre qualtileib au the hagîhcat dbegrea fur the arnong tho vcry tarcmcst cf LIe ovangelical, ehunches ef Chris-.
&rd!y toc mach ta say that dicre bias nover mecn bance tendons. Let us ho rmet by the tacts wbîcb the history cf thesc
e apostes an assaibly botter fittet. tuire tarin anti uluruhes discloses, ta stand with iuy.iclting steadfastness by our
îth of the i.daurçh thant tIe Ae4emrbIý t oy compnasedteiieaîrabla Confesio "Obsta pnucipiia"- let this bhoaur watch-
x. NNi oatniînster an IG.43. For aanutifaod gonies a.ti word. Thc spirit anti tho tcndencjof the times affonda grauti for
tainmnuts eau ani a 1o of tbae Cbnrch furniaî Lwo grave anxiety. Everywhoe men'a mind accruta ho unsettled;
thantiu!cleu anid Lîgîtfeot, net Lu mention cseny whoem there ia a manifest craving for sornethaag ncw, fasci
taardiy, inicnior. Speaking uf the cîcnacal members axating anti exciting, andi an unballoweti disposition ta tbrow asite
iy only, Baiter, whose aadgraent se etitleti for ruany âH raverence for tha past For the Cburch ut sncb a seaton, ta

a iatiil.rs eheu bIt ai, ou rcord that -tboy abandon amy cf ber deoply chenisbeti princi laes, or ta siter in
1 emîncu ianaR godllires, mental ability anti auy measure bier banig cxistiing position, ivoulsbe ta oncanraie, af
perfect as tic tyran o! sotîntsi 16vorda tbcy gave te the not to sanction tha dangeriua tentieucy. Sciolis, irba Inoir ittie
not long asne n vhoîc Dame in pranouced wvitb of aur confession beyond tIe namne, andtih inb their inexcusable
eceration irleravon Lhe Englisî language is speken, iguorance asaociata with iL teacriu that it utterly ropudiates,
o Syncti cf the F.oglish rsbyteriau Church, gave ruay prnuc it au obsobetaa effete production, rtteily

ex pression ta Uic strong hope Uaet. " the i'rebyteiaa ioului nover
abandon tIe Confession cf Failli, LIoy iroulti nat oasily corne by
anV britter." Anti what sahal ire &ay of the nobb.a arrva> cf Uic
crcat and gooti nen of pust genorationu wbo beartaly bave te it Laie
feul barnage ot manda uat aniy bîghly gIfted in tbemsobvez, but
illumîncti not mercly y he torch cf science, but yet ruea bv the
botter la g hi tha. proo train tho bon o! nîghtcceasas. 'la it
passible f or us ta have any good rassen ta disard an the amallest
,)articuler a document %kaat ccmmnaded the hearty aoceptanca cf
such men as Cliaimrnes and toocke, anti Cunninglan nt Crawford,
'who but lataly passed away-men, ta use the languaga of a distin-
geisheti divine alraady refenred ta, -vbo coulai swallow op Uie
astonishîniZ gonausca wlao accru capable a! evolvaung a Deow system cf
siavinitv overv meonth as essiby as abaot o! irbitobait "-men ta
spoati waitb bai.ed breath. irbo ruay cert.ainby hbel oala tn on a
lovel wxth %bc boit anti briizhtest thast ara enrulîrd on our Czanadian
regiater. It is truc, wo l'nosbyteraaus ama people c! a dccidcdlj
aturtly anould. possessotsi an a high d!gree ci the spirit o! manly
indepeudenco. ant i bttle dîsposi to ysclti a alavish aubusion a
tie authcnaty cf gret Dames; yot i. eau bardiy bc a, aigît gratai.-
caLiocrant for us ta Irnovr net mercI that sanctifieti genins anti
sholarahiP o! tho highesi. enter lent their resourees te ;,hoframniz
of aun creod, but that througbont the centuries thatbhavee lapa

since i. iras sont !crthl on the onranti cf making L-ncia ta the o rni
the faith cf the lfcrmed hrcba et qSctlandi, ilbusmct witb the

fully permuadcd that the PrSabyterian peuple of this andi other
lands who knou ita =oth, anti can appreciate ita excellence, atili
regard it witb undiminiabed reverenco. Soa of their number, it
is truc, 1aretend to bc ablo ta finti flawa in the body cf !ta contacts ;
but., as for ouiseirca, we can trnly Day that the murra wo examine
At the marc immovablo we find ta ba the foundations ou wbicb it
reas, and the mocre scriptural the principlca it ezubodies. Tt -.0
truc science and theology bave martes groat progreas ainces it was
frmd Diacovcries cf grest volues have bosen muade, manuscripta
of the New Testament of a yery ancient dateharo b=e found.
anai certain archaiolojfical farte cSneeteti %çith the bistory ut
Assyrla andi cf Egypt bave beeu unveiled. Thea bave aIl tbrown
mruer or leus iight upon the HoIl' Soriptures, bearing strong testi-
mony ta thoir sourc= ana bcadin in nome instances ta a bettor
understaudiug of their contents. %ut witbiu the whobc volume cf
the slccumulated evidenco that bau bcen gathere train theso fields
o! Investigation nathing la tounti that tends In the 3lightest degras
ta unsotle or disturb our failli in the divinity cf their orngin, or
ta doruand an aiteration iu their linterotatian. Tho aime aid
Bible froma hicb the Westminster divine* drow ail their inatcrial
for thc construction cf the noble fabrie cf aur Confession, stanai
to-day in iL& unimpaireti entirety, bearing the sanie tcatiniony,
anti atrenetenod rather than weakenod on it* toundationa by the
disoa cs o! scienc a tba facta of hîtory. No 400I ra»sn,
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