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Symposium.

How to get Young People Interested in the
‘Work of the Church.

By Rev. G, Corponye Hrixe, B.A., MONTREAL.

Tax question of interesting our young people in the
Church’s work is a livo question, and has beon for somo
years. That this is recogmzed by older mombers of the
Church, especially by office brarers, is itsolf a sign of spirit-
ual quickoning, which is cheoring, and augurs woll for the
future of the Church of L. hrist, in its many branches, For
a long time, far too long 1ndeed, tho Church scomed
unawaro of the immense powor for good which was latent
among hor young people. She appeared to have forgotten
that tho old propheoy of spiritual enlargement was for the
youuger, as well as tho older, members of her fold, “I
will pour out my spirit upon all flesh ; aud your sons and
your doughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your youug mon shall sco vislons,” And, as n con
sequenco, *his spirtual power being unemployed liad no
result, DBut theso lator years have witnessed a very great
chongoe. The younger nfembors of the Church are now
reco1ving overy attentionaod care, With a viow to their being
trained for the Christian hifo, and for the sorvico of Christ.
Hero is the Christian Endeavor movomont, the Order of tho
King's Daugliters, and of the King's Sons, the Brother-
hood of Andrew aud Phiiip, eto., all of which are doing
much good. And we wish them all God speed in overy
good word and work. DBut thero is & very, very largonun-
ber of young people not reached by any or all of these
agenocies, and the burning question 1s, how they may he
saved from falling 1nto indifference, and brought into touch
with the lifo and work of the Church.

Tho answer to this question does not, in our opinien,
esil for the formation of sny adt. society, with attractive
name, and novel devices, In fuct, while we welcomo the
co-operation of societies, which have for their object the
drawing of young people from the ranksof worldlings, and
onlisting their sympathy in the Christian life, and in good
works, we have no hesitation in affirming our conviction of
the entiro sufficiency of the Church and her ordinances to
nccomplish everything aimed at hy all the newer organiza.
tions of vecent years. Tho only thing needful is wise
administration and adaptation, combined with careful and
prayerfal oversight, on the part of tho sessions.

Tho best organization, and the most effectunl menns
whereby our young people oan boiuterested in the Church's
work is the Sabbath school, which may be called, in a serise,
tho children's church. This institytion, which is now more
than ono hundred years old, has been, and is being, greatly
owned and blessed of tho Lord, in the spiritunl enlighten-
ment of the young. Indeed, the possibilities of the Sabbath
school, as an agenoy for tho instruction and quickering of
the spiritual life of tho young, can hardly bo over-estimated.
Of course, it is implied that the Sabbath school is efficiently
conducted. Examplos of this could be multiplied. A
couplo will suffice. Thelate Dr. Jam.s Roburtson, of Edin-
burgh, was wont to relate, aven to his dying day, how,
« through God'’s mercy, he received from his Sabbath s. ool
teacher, the first sacred itapressions he could recall of the
tremendous importance of the Gospel, and the necessity of
a renl, vital union ~ith the Saviour it reveals; and how, in
after yoars, he used to go and sit on hor grave, and think
about it with grateful emotion.” Some years ago, a mother
had much trouble with a son, whoattended a Sabbath school
in Montreal. In theend ho ran away from homs, when
not more than fourteen years of age, and took to a sca-far-
ing life. When sailing in the Meditorranean he used to
pace tho deck, night after night, thinking of the hymns
and lessons ho learned in tho Sabbath schaol. Ho is now
in the Christinn ministry., Neithor his mother nor his
tencher ever dreamed of such a happy issue, But the
Spirit had 2ealed tha truth ia his heart, and the result was
sure,

W3 do not wish in thus-speaking to convey the impres.
sion that tho Sabbath school is the ouly, or even tho chief,
means of impressing these young people. Parental instrac-
tion, the faithful fulfilnont of baptismal obligations, ie the
divigely ordained means for vearing the youog iu the fesr
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of God. Nor is the kindly oversight, nor pulpit ministra-
tions of tho pastor without’great effect. All are needful,
and lelpful, and potont, and, togethor with God's help,
should go far, surely, in saving our young people to the
Church, '

It is not at all dificult to keep the younger scholars in
the Sabbath school fold. But whsn they grow older, they
appear to become restive, and impatieut of restraint It
will bo generally conceded, wo think, that if our young
people can be kept attached to tho Sabbath school during
their “ teens,” thoy will most likely bo preserved from a
careless lifo, and becomo usoful members of the Church.
Now, how shall this be done? We take the liberty of sug-
gesting some directions which may contribute thereto.

1. A sonior class should be formed in every school, into
srhich scholars of fifteen yoars of age and upward can br
drafted. With boys wore esbecially, thoe whole question
hinges upon bigness. They conceive the idea that the Sab.
bath Sghool is for children, and that whon they reach the
stature of five feet or so, it is inconsistent with their dig-
nity to rematn, consequeontly they go. .And, alas, too often
all they have learned, and all the good impressions they
havo hitherto received seom to te like * the worning cloud,
and the dow that goeth early away.” Thoy ate too old to
mingle with the junior classes, and too young for the adult
class, and there being no place for them, they leave the
sohool, Now, tho senior oinss is the missing link. And,
moreover, it ia the most difficult link to supply. The
teachor of a sentor class will have the hardest post in the
schao!. » To hold restless boys in their teons requires a man
of vory spauial gifts. One gift of the greatest importance
is a ready sympathy. He must bs able to understand the
thoughts and aspirations of youth, to identify himself with
them so far that thoy will trust lnm and follow his coun.
sols, He must be a wan’of quick perception, of tact, with
& character which is stainless. The soholars will be quick
to discern whether the man is behind his words. And he
must be somewhat of an enthusiast, for youth hkes enthus.
iasm, whioh, direoted in the proper chanuel, is thus wade
a power for good.

2. An adult class should also be foimud, into which
thesa seniors could go, once they arrive at ths age of twenty
or twenty-two, This forms a natural and easy gradation,
which 18 at onco pleasing acd attractive to the young., It
gives them something to look forward to: they feel they
are making orogress. -

3. Agan, the character and method of instruction are
wost important. Very young child ‘en must bo taught dif-
forently from juniors, and juniors from seniors. Theteach-
ing must he adapted to the capacity of the scholar, should
be of the most pravtical character, replste with appropriate
illustration.

4. {mpress upon them the faot of their membership in
the Church, that as members they are “subjectto ita govern-
ment and discipline.” Do not make use of the urmeaning
tantology of ** joining the Church,” of which they were mads
mombers at baptinm.® But urge them, at tho proper time,
to enter “intu full communion with the Church.”

5. Let the young people be clearly informed of the work
their Church is doing at home and abroad. In this way
they will become intelligent, loyal, and 1nterested members.

6. Give them some specific Ohristian work to do. Do
you ask what they can do? Almost anything, is the
answer. A little girl scarce nine years of age, in Ottawa,
used to takosome warm soup, and other nourishment, to a
poor labourer's wife near her home, on her little winter
sled. She also got a dress for a poor girl to attend the
Sabbath school.

The weakest point in all our Sabbath schoo! work has
been just at the age at which our young pesple leave the
school, Let us make that strong, the atrongest of all, and
wo shall keop our young people within the Church fold, and
interest them in its work. We have really loft them
unprovided for: and that is the reason they have gone. Let
us make amends for the past, and promptly lay our hand
upon tho weak spot and strengthon it. And, ever in utter
dopendenco upon the spirit of truth, we shall have the joy
of secing our young people consecrating themselves early to
the Lord, and thus becoming a strength and a glory to the

Church.
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