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Our Story.

TWO WINTER NIGHTS IN
THE BIGHLANDS,

In Two Harrers,—Cuarrer Il

Wik Dugald reached the hut that
night he sank heavily upon the cot to
await his boys coming. ‘Thew collie
and a young lamb (the last of a small
flock of Cheviot sheep that they had
trled to inure to the acrid highland
wiatets, In hoi\e of supplaniing the
coaset-wooled lilack face) laycailed, as
was their wont, on the foot of the bed.

The shepherd bared his chilled feet,
111d onc on the collie’s fue and butled
the other in the woolly stomach of the
lamb and sank delectably ssleep
Vhen he awoke the little smoky win.
dow had the amber tint of b usual
nsing hour. The low, pleasant mup
mur of the fire made him look thither.

Reclining on asheepskin,with hisback
to the fire, whote light cutlined an un.
familiar expression on his face, was his
son, reading, the gray cheek of the lamb
on his arm, .

The father looked slcadd{l.on his
son's face and on the book in his son's
hand  Ee recognited the bk, and
slowly came the recognition of the new
120k ‘on the bowed face. It was the
look that had fallen on the mother's
face when she knelt nightly In prayer
{or her own~=2 look Lhat softened the
hard featuses, and seemed cven to veil
them, .

‘The son, looking medlunrcly u
ward caught his father’s searching loo
e eanly resd the questionlag bent of
the Lxows. ..

“ Falther,” he sald, rising and ex-
tending the Bible explanatively, "' ye
ken the buk—Mither's? These brun
spots,” he added, locking upon the
stalned page, “they're her puirtears, 'l
bet a pot o' strunt "—

He stopped with 2 chagrined smile,
while the big frame of hus father shook
with silent laughter,

“"Ye're no milckle godly yet, 1ad?

“Noo,” replied the son, with a
purpled face, * de'sl a puir Chrintlan, &
puir sheep; but™—=locking on the
opened page—"' ‘the Laird’s my shep
herd ;* I can u{ that the noo.”

“1Weel," replied the clder, *he
haeca made mooch o' a bargain §' tak-
in* you frae the delil.”

is was not s2id as a taunt, but
at an cvasion e had retpected
the religion of his wife, he re.
spected it in tus son.  But as he figt:
ened to the relation of the story of the
mgnt a look of pain filled his face,
There caine to hlm a sense of uolation
from s one fnend.  The sonwould be
set " at variance ® with s father.

“ Faither,” asked the son, reading his
father's face, “ate ye sorty § ha' fund
the pther's Guid ?™

The old man shut his ¢yes a3 he re-
pled

“Noo, hoo It's na for a' ye may
hac fund.” It was far that the father
had lost. DBut he had tost less than
seemed to him,  The boy's nature was
frank, open to the fresh carthly ait
which would keep the rcligious mood
sweet and human.

He was graver than formerly. A
genwuine religiousness—like any other
accepted responubility—will steady the
gat of the sturdicst.  But his love of
mirth and allcseaure comfort wagas full
asever.

At the week wote on the relation of
the father and son grew steaddy mote
frank and hcm"y.

“Weel, 13d, 33id the elder on the
Saturday of this week of great expesi-
ence tothe son, * yout relulion’s no sae
bad a thing, 10t wautna for turning &
cauld shaulder to auld fren Nickie-ben
1'd get a wee smackin' o' it mysel”

lfit thoughts were entirely scnious.

And now | have briefly to tell of the
memorable night which closed that
memorable week. It was the cvening
whi¢h he Invanably spentat the tavern,

The sheep housed and fed, the cve-
ning meal of crowdie over, the collie
and the lamb rolied luxcriously to-

ether on the sheepskin by the hearth,
&:e father arose and, ETnz out a loote
ston¢ in the wall, took from the narrow
crevice a long tin box.

Asthe son heard the fingling of the
coing ino hit father's palm, be arose
and took his plad,

The shepherd lifted his big, disherel
ed brows In sutprised Interrogation.
Hisson answered with a nod of decl
sive sffitmation; whereupon the elder
shrugged hiwsell in vexed protests.
tion, which panlomine was to signily
that Willie was to accompany his father
10 the tavern, not &8 comtade (for no
breath of such suspicion could hawe
come to the clder’s mind) but as guard.
fan, againgt which guardianship the
father protested.

More than once had his son's better
sellconttol saved the old shepherd from
his drunken passions, and heway long
used to the /2 of & guardiambip; but
this assertfon olit wasintolerable. Ashe
followed hit son out of the hut door he
gare it an Impetoous shove without
noticing lts failure to latch.

Down the path they trudged, the
dnfted snow making it (resome walk-
Ing Near the foot of the mountain
under the shelter of a rock they stopped
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A (sint song had come 1o them on
the path, and now, resounding from the
hollow rock, it became distinet, Lhough
the winds made frequent slure. It
came from the manse and wasthe vokce
of the mmster's daughter whom in-
creaung blindaess dirposed much to

singing to £ill hee empty hours. The
s1ong was ong that eeadily found wayinto
the Seotch heant
* That ong was 0t on 1be Lilis away,
Foroutes
Angp=pouotalos, wikl asd bare,
Anay f1om tbe dhrphird’s teeder care,
A*.’,Jl-
The wmind swept the 1¢frain up the
ath.
P 'The old man, going before, led the
way over by the hedge of the manse,
“Tae keep frae the wind," he nld,
but he was not usually s0 sentitive 1o
Il weather,  As they walked stowly by
the sorg continued:

s Itat tbe Shepherd made acsween This of
Mine,

1las wandered away from Mey
Asd alibo’ the road be rough s8d steep,
1 go to the desert 10 6o My sheep”

They were soon at Sandy's, the elder
passing on to the fireside cucfe. the lad
autlngunder the dim lam) In the corner,
making an cffort to read his book of
Durns but conscious only of a tumult
of the powers of the old and new Jjves
in his swclling breast, )

His conduct evoked a whispered in-
quiry from Donald McMutdo, to which
his father muttered a brief explanation.
At this Donald called ;

“Ho | Waulie, loon, and ye've got
relugion 2¥

Nothing could have been more oppor.
lune than such a taunt. It was a
tnumphant moment to the young heart.
Willie felt that his whole life would take
tone from the digmty and calmness
with which he could answer, looking
cleatly fnto his taunter's face: " Yes, I
hae something=—I horc its reluglon. I
wadna tak the world for it.”

Thete was more banter, but, silting
silently before it, Willie felt that every
word helped him, giving lrrevocable
coinmittat to his new life,

st he had evidently spoiled the
night 1o the revellers. Dugald slunk
moodi:( apart, and several others, im.
pressed by the manly assertion of the
young shepherd, became silent, and, in
there dull way, thoughtful,

Donald and Robbie Riddle, however,
deteemined on an cfective resentment,

Saunteringto the bar and then back
of Willie, Robbie stood behind him,
while Donald leaned to his side, and,
extending a glass of liquor, sald :

" Noo, Waulie, lad, tak this, an' gie
the de’d & civil guid by."”

As Willic hifted his pale, angered face,
Robbie ¢lutched bis arms and bent
them over the back of the chair, Don-
ald ber, leering, to pour the liquor into
the boy’s lips, when the light of the fire
was darkened as the old shepherd
aprang across the room.  His clinched
fist sent the glass crashing against the
wall.  Swifily his huge atm swung up,
and, except Willie's weight flung upon
it had deflected I, 1t would have I:.Bcen
with deadly force on the temple of
Donald.

Absolutely restruned by his son, the
enraged giant stood motionless, save
for a quivening of the lip, insuch splen
did pose a9 cven a fecbieand il shapen
frame will take when plastc under
intense and noble anger.

U A' Hell's blackest curses on "=

Passionately as the old man spoke he
did not reaist the hand of Willie as it
fell on his lips, breaking the impreca-
uon. He quietly suffered his son to
lead him into the night,

Willie had made “confession™ before

men.

When the shepherds reached their
hut they found thedoor ajar.  Leading
from 1t were prints of the lamb's feet
and (reshet tracks of the colhe. The
father knew thea that, in his veasd
haste, he had not ¢losed the door,

* Tha' left the door oopen,” he said,
“an' the fool lambie ba' gone, and
Jock after her,”

“An' they coom na soon I maun
gang tae look for them,” replied the

won.

They piled logs on the fire and say
dowa in s glow, From the lightness
of the snow(all in the dog’s tracks they
knew be had not been gone long, and
mgdmtly expected him to drive the
there came & quick elack of the laweh
tod, wedging the door open with his
note, the collie came in, threw his fores
feet on Willie's knees, and, with an
appealing whine, lifted his tender, gul:
ish ¢yes to the drowsy eyes of his young
master,

* Tak’ your dirty paws fme my bon-
nle breeks,” the boy said, caressing the
collie. “I'll gang wi’ ye.”

" Be carefu’, lad,” the father said, as
his son stood at the door, pinning his
shawl; "it's na vera safe frae the path
sic a night”

“Yes,” the son answered; “but 1
waun fin’ the yowrie™

Dugald stood on the threshold until
his son's foras faded [ the stom, In
which, there being but a light mist of
snow, moonlight faintly glowed, and
then sat down on & rug by the fire to
await the boy's return.  He had drank
but little that night, but in the warm air
the fumes arose and thickeaed on his
lired brain,  Slowly he sank asteep.

He amoke chilled. The gray morn.
Ing light Atled the hut. & few brands
lay smoking in the fireplace  He

lanced with dazed anxiety around.

e T 'stepit ol night, ao’ may be

1t t &' night, an’ my beae
boy I’ the storm 4 ¢ ¢
e still sat for a moment half dazed,
then leaped up with a quick spring :

“O my bairnle| Guid forgle me (™
Hauily saatcking bus plad be hurnes
out and "mﬂ, with long strides down

the mounts The snow had not
wholly eflaced the footptints. They

bome Dut in & few minutes|h

wound down ihe pathway, then
turned sharply frot It, evidently follow-
ingthe tucf of the lamb,  Here the boy
had paused, having, it secned, lost the
trail. Theneas if guided and huried
by the lamb's bleating-=the steps wind
down n wide leaps. With stll wider
baugds the shepherd teaps down the
track.

Now ho has stopped. Helson the
edge of a ledge that Juts out over a
shallow ravine. In the ctushed snow,
on & 1ock beneath, fs a scarlet dain,

Shutting, for an fastant, s soft dim.
med eyes, he mutters, scarce audibly
with the inttinctive, exquisite modula.
tion of controlled L\mlon 1

"“The pu-lr lad.

1t §s but an Instany's pause. The
next momént he has slipped doxn nto
the gully. Here he observes, tho
confused prints, the tracks of thelamb.
But from here ate only the boy's (oot
ptints winding around the shaep comet
of theledge. The stalwart 4 ?had
flounders heavily through the drified
snow to the ledge's cornet, turns it and
stops=—the blood leaping back to the
swollen heart, At hit feet {s the still
form of hug ¢hild. It lies evidently as
it had falien, the face bare, and hall
drified over with snow,  As the father
lifta the head and turas [t upward, he
sces the wound [n the temple, scaled
with dark blue clots.  He quickly loos.
ens the shawl on the sull m. A
he does 10 something silrs under the
folds, and, as they (a1l back, the white
face of the lamb {3 lifted.

Drawing the tamb hastily aside the
shepherd Ings his hand ovet the heart.
He can feel no beating there. His
band is thrust in under tha woollen
thirt to the naked breast, The heant
ls motionless,

Alone In the white solitude the ofd
man kneels tong beside his dead, his
hand kept over the still heatt, his eyes
meeting the emj)ly stare of the halfshut
eyes of his child and brothes.

‘There i3 tumuyltuous sostow around
the detolate old heart, but fnto it s
slowly coming a thought—and & pre-
sence—of peace. The wares that cruth
hardest upon his soul are the remem-
brance ol‘l’:i’s own drunken neglect, To
his simple nature comes none of the
ﬁaltutiom that might have tempered

is selfjudgment. To him remorse
stands naked and cosdemnirg, This
sotrow comes not, as his other griefs bad
come, toa rroud. but to & humble heart.
Moreover it is to a heart now ulterly
desolate  His love looks out into a
vacant world It is inevitable that love
so pureeyed should look beyond the
craptied world and above it,

quick and radiant intelligence fills
the eyes that had bent 30 vagucly onthe
dead. To the stilldumb but lute:i:f
falth come words that break unconsci-
outly from the lips:

s T abepberd lageth doon My tife for 1d'
sheep”

He has risen now and, lifting the
stlf form, mounts stowly and thought-
fully up the psth.  The lamb, with its
bro{cn limb, struggles to follow, falls,
mufgtes azaln, and again sinks bleat.
ing in the snow. The shepherd pauses
2 the ery of thelamb falls painfully on
his tense sensibnlity, He gtarts again
but soon again pauses under a shelter-
ing ledge. He lonks back at the
fAoundering lamb, then at his child.
He slips his hand in agan to the icy
bosom , the heart is no more now than
any other frozen clod,

Genllﬂ he lays the still form on &
!uuln;: ¢If of the fedge, spreading over
t his shaw!,

“Waulle would wush me tae do ut,”
he whispered, retracing hit steps, lifung
;‘he lambh and passing up the path to the

ut.

The zising sun 13 burning redly 0
the pines on Den Knaggie’s shoulder
when the shepherd returns,  Tts light
Alls the rude sepulchre and—when
Dugald puts back the shawl=lays a
faint flush on the face of thechild. It
almost seems the g:;dol returning Life,
and & the father s, kneeling over
the loved face he says, a9 if 10 eary that

ear
“ My bairn, the Laird—is my sb?-
hetd, the noo 1. . Macdengall, in
New York Indipendent.

Sabbath School Work.

LESSON HELPS,
TOURTIL QUARTER,
Lzssox 111, Qctober 11.
THE STONES OF MEMORIAL.
Josh iv. ro-24.
HEMORIZE YERSES 2023,

GOLDEN TEXT.—Thea ye aball let
yoar childrea kaow, uﬂ:i. larael came
over thus Jordas ca dry —Josbu i¥. 23,

CENTRAL TRUTH.

The memory of past mereles from
God, g'ves courage and faith in the
present.

DALLY READINOS.

Al Joshiv 1.

%, Josh. Iv, 10 24

V. Ex. xil. 1428

Th 1t Cor. ik 23 34.

F. Do lxaviil 326, |

Sa. Deut, xxaik 1-20,

Sw. Ps. cill 122
Tine—April .c, 145t Tenth of

Nisan.

Prace.—The fords z:‘locdm. And
Gilgal, & place now called Jiljulieh,
about thtee miles south-east of Jericho,
and 43 mules from the Jordan, Near
it {3 a beautiful fountain known as the

Sulian's Spring.

Circunsrances.—=This leston |s a
continuttion of the last, begiuning with
a review, and then proceeding with the
story Uil the poople aro safely seuled
in Gilgal, their fist encampment In
Canaun.
Hrues overn HARD Praciv~—to,
Stood In the midut of Jordan : 2,000
cubits above the crossing place of the
ple. Jlasted : not 30 much from
car as from a desiee to actually take
possestion of the 1ind 30 long sougbt,
13. Passed orer armed: f, ¢, only the
soldiers, to ald théir brethren in battle.
1 i Absxi g0,000 : their whole number
ol men fit for war was about 110,000
(compute from Num. xxn. 3, 18, 34)
The cthers remained behind 1o protect
the familics and passessions on the east
of Jodan 19, Kirst menth: Abb,
called also Nusan, comprising parts of
our March and Apnl. 20 Zlechte
stones brought upby twelve men, one
from each tribe, from the plice where
the prests stood firm In Jordan (iiy, 13;
Iv. 3"_ Puteh : set up, probably on
some hillor maund. 24, AN the peo-
pleef the carth might dnow - 1he Iurae
lites dud not recaire a1l these blessings
for themselves alone, but for the world
The memorial was an {nvitation to all
to come and trust and serve God. T4
Aand the Instrument of action and of
power—Cod's power,

Sva)ncrs ror Furtitsx Sruny AND
Sreciat. Reports —The crossing of
the Jordan —Joshua magnified.—Cul-
gal.—The twelve stones.—The memo-
ral in Gilgal and itsteachings — Mems-
¢lals of Christianity.—Setting up mem-
onials and keeping raemonal days.

QUESTIONS.

IxTRoDUCTORY.=Whete were the
Israelites at the time of our last les.
son? What time of the year was it ?

SLBJICT | MEMORIALS OF PAST
MIRCIZS.

I Tre Miracurous Pati Titroton
Joroak (va. 10:38 J=Ey what miracle
did God enable the Jsraclites to eross
the jordan ?  How many whole tribes
werd orer?  Why did they haste?
The soldiers of what other tribes went
with them 2  Was 1his the whols
number of soldiers in these tnbes?
(Nuos xxri. 7, 18, 34.) Where didthe
priests stand with the ark? What
good effect did this miracle have ¥ (.
14 ) What took plice when the priests
left the nver bed ?

. Tuz Mzuorian MowuMext
{vs. 19 24 )=Whete did the Israclhites
make Lheir first encampment ?  \Where
was Gilgal 2 Who were appointed to
bnn§ some large stones from the river
bed? (hw 12.) From what part of the
mver were they taken? (v, 3.)  Where
were these stones set up ?

1What was one object of setting up
this memotial 2 What would the
children leatn from it 2 How would it
gixe them courage and haith in times
ot difficulty and danger 2 Should chil-

urt 15 memornal ? {v 2, , Meaning
of " hand of the Lord™ ¢ Were such
wonderful works .n behalfl of his chil-
deen an lavitation to all peoples Lo love
and serve him?

LI Our Meuoriars.—Of what is

Christmas & ruemorial? Of what is
Esster?  What good does 1t do to
keep such days as memotsls?  Of
what {s the Fourth of July amemorial?
Of what ute is it to observe New
Yeard' days? binhdays ? anmverns.
ties? Is iwgood for us to keep in
mind the great things of the pant?
What effect will it have upon the pres-
ent ?
Nzw Tesramznt Liour.—What Is
thegreat Christianmemomal ? (1 Cor,
xl 23:36) Of what {s it 3 memorial ?
\What good comes from obserming this
memotiasl ?  How does it prove that
Christ hived and died ? Repeat some
Scnptures about remembenng.  (Luke
xxiv. 6; John xv. 20, xv1. 4, 2 Peti
15, bk 1.) Does remembenng God’s
works and words help us to grow in
character ?

PRACTICAL SUCGRSTIONS,

1. We should haste to come to the
full reception of God's promises and
blessiogs,

IL, We should take care to remem.
ber the acts of mercy the Eord has
done for us and others.

11I. Remembering them will kee
thelr influence upon us living and ¢f-
fective,

1V. The present is built upon the

8. Standing uponthe past we reach
igher In the future,

V. The Lord's Supper i1 a memorial
which keeps in our minds the great es-
seatial facts of Chnstianity ?

VL Ttisa means also oftelling the
world what a great and glorious Savicur
;?;;m them to come o him.—Lrlox-

———————t—

"Tis but 2 short Journey across the
isthmus of now.—Sores.

Tuzng is no condition of the saints
30 tow, 0o pit so deep, wherein they
¢an be caught, but that & humble sup.
lication can reach the throne. A
Javid butied deep in a cave, a Danlel
in the lion's den, find that prayer can
win its way ug to God and find audi.
ence,  For the high and lofty onc—
who hath the hearen for His throae,
and the earth for His footstool—hath
an ey2to them al1o who are of &

and contrite spirit, and, therefore, no
desperate case of the people of God
tenders prayer useless,—J2wlchson.

deen dnquire and study about such |eests
things » \What othcr object in setting | ol
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Ottawa Ladies’ College,
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DAY'S BUSINESS COLLEGE.
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JAMES K, DAY, Ascsuatant,
ool 9 King Street Wowd, TURONTO.

British American
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Bahing Fowder,

FOR PURITY AND HEALTHFULNESS
OF 153 somupaasats 15e calebrniod

Cook's Friend Baking Powder

CANNOT BR AURPAMED.

For Lattindde Talod 1o 104 Coatumer 11 bas Yo
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