
FAMILY READING. 2

lieart the moutii" uncon8ciously "'speakieti."1 IlDoth a founitain send forth at the
saine plnce sweet water and bitter?" IIIf any mnan love the vrorid, the love of
the Father is not in him.> "Puiify yourlhcarts, ye double-minded."-Purn. 2',as.

A VISIT TO LAODICEA.

Our iast visit was to the churcli it Philadeiphia, whicii we found one of the
best twù of ail tue soven. IVe have riow to visit lie worst of the whole-Lao-
(licea-at a distance of about thirty miles froin the former, in a south-easteriy
direction. Let our supposed visit be miade, ais in the case of the other churches,
in the ycar 96 of the Chîristian cnt. T1hie road by which we have to travel froni
Philadelphia, likeo ail the roads of the Romian Empire, is kept in an admirable
condition. When we have advanced a few miles, we find ourselvesjourneying
aiong the western inar gin of such a district as we neyer berore behield. It i8
called, on account of the voicanic fires it contains, the Kata-4Lchaumec, or under-
burnt, district. It is about sixty-twu miles in iength, by about fifty in breadth.
he whlîo is spread over with asiies, and the neighbour-ing his are black as from
a conflagration. At some distance on your ieftr, and about five miles apart, are
three pits or valves, which the natives cail the bellows. Around tliem are rough

hi!h, cidctlyf~rcd y cîrdt, 'c hîu% Il up as îrum the xîîuutis oi so xnany cra-
ters. It is owving to, this awful subterranean furnace, or cullection of furnaces,
that Piilztdelpliia, L.aod icea, and ail the utiier cities of this region, sufl'er su mnucli
fromn the effects of eartlîquake. You ca~nnot waik over tixis district ivitlîout féed -
ing tlîat you are trcading upon a tlîin crust of eartlî, spread over a Illake burning
with fire nnd brimstone."

WViilst wo pursue our journcy, allow your guide to tell you a circumstance
which, lie tiiinks, lias somne reference to Liais burnt district. About thirty ycars
ago (speaking in tlîe year 96) Lucre came a letter speciaiiy addressed to tie
Clîristians in these regions, from a very remarkable mnan, whlo liad travclled a
good Ucaql in tliese parts, and on wvhose mind these voicanic elements appear to
bave mnade a vcry deep hn)pression. In that letter, he intimates a bel-ef tlîat
such pent-up fires -vouid uitimateiy burat forth and destroy the world. The fol-
lowing are soine of bis expressions :-Ilaving referred to the destruction of the
worid by water, he says, "lBut the atmospiiere and the earth that are nowv, by
the saine word are treasured up, reserved unto fire against tue day of judgment
and prdiition of uncrodly men." Again, "The day of' tue Lord wiil come ts a
th efn te night; in' the whicb tlie surrounding atmosphere shall pass away witli a
great noise, and tlac elements burning sliah be dissolved ; the earth also, and thle
works that are therein, shall be burut up. Seeing, thoen, that ail tliese tlîings
shahl be dissolvcd, what manner of persons ouglît ye to be in ail holy conversa-
tion and godliness, looking for, and waiting witlî cager desire, the comirag of ti
day of God, in whichi the atmosphiere, being ignited, aal be dissolved, and th
elements shall meit wîith intense heat." TJhat man was the Apostie Peter, an
the langua ge your guide bas just quoted may be found ia bis 2nd Epistle (iii.
10-12). W ho can doubt tiîat soiîne of those expressions were suggeeted by the
history and features of the scene ive nowv witness ?

his underburnt district, covered thîough it be with, asiies, does not present
sucli a picture of desolation as m-ight have been expected. There is a plant,
whose fruit, though greatly abused by mankind, is must deiicious and wliolesome,
and whose roots are exceedingiy fond of asiies. That plant is the vine. This
district i!;, therefore, covcred with vines ; and the juice of the grapes bere pro-
duced is celebratcd throughîout the -vrîole empire of Ruine for its excell-ec.

Our road now leaves the Ilblack country," and ciimbs to more elevated ground.
We are among thue spurs of Mount Tmohus and of Mount Mesogis, or tlue i*diand
Mountain, where the spurs of each interinlgie witlî ecd other. The air of this
elevated region is cool and bracing. he sceueryecd nloens nyhn
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