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Perhaps there is no cilas of mianufacturcrs in Canada who
have made more nontey than the agricultural implement
makers. The Globe tells us that they have ten millions uf
dollars invested in thoir business. Nearly the whole of that
vast capital represents accumiulated profits, and not original
investment. Whil iL it ust be admaitted that thesa gentle-
men deserve fair treaLtmnot-exactly the treatmnent 'which
other manufacturers deserve-it will b generally conceded
that they do not stand in need of special or peculiar asistance,
and particularly that they cannot in justice ask that they be
favored at the expense of younger industries.

The ten millions of dollars invested in the agricultural im-
plenient industry in Canada were acquired under peculiar
circumstances. When the late Mr. H. A. Massev enbarked
in that business lic did what all sensible manufacturers do-
produced a really first class article-firstclass as regards
mechanical construction, and in efliciency the equal of anry
made anywhere else in the world. His iachines were built
under patents over which lie had entire control in Canada,
and which most effectually prevented any imitation. When-
ever inventive genius produced any improvements in threse
machines lie was quick to ubtain control of the patents that
were granted on then, and in this way he had in his own
right that whicli was of infinitely greater value to hin than
any benefit that could under any circumstances be conferred
by tariff protection. No doubt the identically same nmachine
was manufactured in the 'United States, but if the makers
there had been willing, or could have afforded to sell tlheir
Anerican iachine in Canada at mucli lower prices than Mr.
Massey was willing to sell his Canadian made machine for,
they coulid not have disposed of one of then in Canada, tariff
or no tariff. Mr. 1assey was the owner in Canada of the
patents under whiclh the article was constructed, and the law
protected him fron any conpetition whatever fromn any
source. The Harris concern, in Brantford, was started and
conducted inder substantially the saine circumstances, and
these two c, ncerns, the Massey in Torontu, and the Harris in
Brantford, virtually controlled about aIl the mure %aluable
patents on agricultural iniplements. The Globe speaks of
the success of the industry under the Mackenzie tariff of 17;
per cent Of course it was a success, for there was a large
demand for the goods in Canada, and these two concerns were
in possession of a virtual and actual nunupoly which iad
absolute control of the market. But while these separate
concerns wcre heaping up riches they were comnpetitors in
business, and this conpetitioi tended to keep prizes down;
and it was with a view to avoiding this condition that the
two concerns analganated and formed what is now the
Massey-Harris Company, with the result that it is perhaps the
most vealthy nanufacturing concerir in Canada. Uwners of
perhaps a hundred patents covering every important part of
their machines, thus shutting out the pussibility of comrpeti-
tion fron cither other mnanufacterers in Canada or the United
States, and by the consolidation of the two concerns avoiding
the possibility of any competition between theniselves, this
great monopoly have cut a vide swarth in the sale of their
goods in Canada, and have been enabled to do a very congider-
able export trade. And this is the concern that are not con-
tent to allow other industries-those that produce their raw
materials-to prosper.

The Globe, fighting in the interest of this great monopoly,
the proprietors of which have become multi-millionaires

reiova or tie indusLry fron Canada, and we cannot afford
to lose it fromn want of courage to tre-t it fairly.

We have heard these threats until they have ceased to be
alarning, for it is to be noticed that with the regularity that
characterizes all meetings of the Dominion House of Cormmons
comes the report that the Massey-Harris Conpany are about
to remove their works across the line. They will never do it.
The tailk is all brag and bluster, done to influence tariff legis-
lation. Should they leave us they would leave a market in
which they have made millions of dollars, and as far as ap-
pearances go they are quite as greedy now as ever to accumu-
late riches They will not go t the 'United States and froni
there send over threir implements upon which they would
have to pav twenty per cent. duty, simply because they have
tW pay six or seven dollars in duty upon their raw materials,
They are not idiots.

THE DRAWBACK.
The drawback granted to them, [the manufacturera of agri-

cultural implements] on the raw material entering unto ex-
pnrted niachines is another mnatter for consideration. If they
had to buy tieir rmw inaterial in Canada or import it without
a drawback they could not sell abroad in comupetition with
Anerican machines. With the drawback they are doing a
gruwing business in Ausualia, Argentine and Europe, and by
nanufacturing for those countries, that is to say, through
hemng in a pnsition to increase their output, are able to manu-
facture more cheaply for the honie market. Hence if the
drawback were abolisled they would have to increase their
home price. To the charge that the drawback means that
they sell cheoaper tu the forcign than to the Canadian farmer
thbey give an unqualified denial. The price of nachines going
to distant counitries is necessarily highr because of the expense
entailed imi maintaining agencies and so on.-The Globe.

That "drawback," or the return to the importer of the
duties ie nay have paid upon rav material imported to go
into the manufacture of articles for export, is a blunder that
the Governinent never should have made; but after it had
heen made should have been recalled at the carliest possible
hour. It was mace at a time wlen the Massey-Harris Com-
pany were claioring, as they do now, for "cheap raw mater-
ials" threatening that if somine tariffconcessions were not ruade
to theu they vouid remove their works t the United States.
Ina monient of weakness Mr. Poster bridged over the difli-
culty by having passed the so-called Drawback Order in Coun-
cil, whiclh has never yet been cancelled. The Massey-Harris
people declained so loudly against the enormous load by
whicih they were handicapped in the payment of duties upon
tIeir imrrported raw imaterials, or the enhanced price they had
to pay if the materials were of domestic production, declaring
that the then existing circumstances werc an unbearable drag
upon tieir export business, that it was determined t relieve
them by a return oiany duties theymighrtpay on-theirimported


