Brrtioy Probucrion ‘INCREASES:~Washington, Jan. 1,
192> —The preliminary-estimate -of the production of gold
aud silver- in- the United States in the calendar year 1899,
made-hy Mr. 'Robef;s,;the director-of the-mint, shows_a fotal
gold-production of-$73,473,170,-an increase-over the-produc-
tion ollast-year of '$8,961,170. “I'he production of silver in
the year is-estimated at $74,123:996, an- increase during the
yearof $3,7:30,511.

EbwArp Topd, the veteran manufacturer of gold-pens,
and-formany years at-the head-of Edward Todd-&-Co., died
atlus home-in-New York last Sunday from cerebral hemor-
rhage.  He-was:born-in ‘Bristol;:Conn.,-and leatned his-trade,
gold:pen making, from Bard Bros,.of New York. Later-he
became-a-member-of-the-firms, Smith-& Todd,-Mabrie, ‘T'odd
&-Co, and finally of the present firm as above. He was
active-in-business-associations-and-char’table-work.

Harrrorp, Conn, Jan. 15.—Paschal:Converse, who died
a-few-days ago in-New-Haven-at-the-advanced- -age ,o[ngighty-
nine:ycars, was-an-associate-of:=Chauncey Jerome and Hiram
Camp in'the establishment of. the clock manufacturing business
in-New -Haven. Mr. Converse_half-a century ago-left-his-home
m;liristolégnd:assisiedéiix:fonhingfthe'Chauncéy Jerome Clock
Company, which afterward becaiie the New Haven Clock
Company. He-died-atthe-residence of his-daughter.

Tue Zurbrugg Company has leased an-office at g.to-13
Maiden-Lane,.into-which its. New York offices, now at 63
:\‘nsszgu—Sm;et,,wiltsoombggmpvg@. It will:occupy quarters
1n conjunction with-the Philadelphia Watch Case-Company,
which-will-hereafter-act as -the-exclusive export agent-for-the
New York Standard Watch -Company. The New York
Standard Watch Company will abandon its offices-in the
Corbin-Building, at 11 John Street; and_its domestic trade
hereafter iill?b@&ﬁd@@@d;m;ilsifgqgtytiﬁ ch’séy’éity,;NEj.

_ Evsakrassed-=The New York -creditors of Samuel
,\laycr,:oﬂ):eri\‘c'r,,Gol.,havg;gcqiycdzfmm;&ﬁ.SM;iéi’éiélters
am:ingzxlt:gtihfe:i?insojveﬁt! and-offering:to-take such- steps-as
the-creditors-deem-best. According:to-Mr. Mayer’s statement:
!us,!iabilitigs—aie'aboq't;ﬁj‘oog;gdzhjs:;;sﬁegfs -are worth-over
F0.000. His-assets-consist of-stock worth about §40,000,
good accounts worth- $6,600, a $5.000 equity in -real-estate
and some mining shares. A confcrence of Mayer's largest
ucduurs:wasfhcld'and;itiwgg’tjcgidggl:tg—c;]!"a;gc’ﬁéra’l meeting
wf creditors. )

’l?nx-::I)E.ATn:or—’Hg'g.jli\'—\\’oon.?Henx)"\\’qod,:ong—of the
+ldest-silversmiths.in-New York, the seniot mémber of Wood
A Hughes, of 24-John Sireet, died suddenly recently at-his
tesidence.in-Red-Bank, Ni] - His death-was due-to-apoplexy,
ansi-was unexpected. He ‘had-been-suffering a- long time of
vptical hemotrhages, but otherwise, with-the exception-of a
s?;;'iz:,ﬂlnesﬂio weeks-ago, his.health itadtbgcnfgood. One
n:hitheappeared-restless andfinally, about-midnight,-went-to
ted. An-apoplectic -paroxysm ‘began-s06h afterward,-and-he
+ «d about-one o'cloc 7 o

Can’t Move ‘Yer.—Cincinnati, Dec. -16.—Tlie extensive
“vtovements. that hive been made on-the-new.factory-build-
- < #ecently purchased by-the Wadsworth Watch-Case-Co. in

Dayton, Ky., arenot: as yet completed, and the factory will
not be ready to move into until about the latter part of
January. ‘Thisfact,-however, will-not-stop the company-from
its:usual-custom-of-closing-dcwn its -plant from-Christmas to
New Yeéar's-to-give ‘the employees a week’s-vacation and to
make necéssary-repairs.  After that the removal-of the-plant
will be made when the new factory-is in -readiness,_and the
concern-will-be-moved by-departments without the necessity
of-closing-down. ‘The company -has been very successful in
business-during:the past-year-and-has made and-sold- over-twice
the number of-cases-made last year. ‘This-puts-the-total-out-
put-for-the-year 1899-up:to-over-200;000.

EtGix, IlL, Dec. 11.—The announcement miade at the
watch- factory-last-week-that-the-wage -scale-of 1892-would-be
restored:-caused.great-rejoicing throughout-the .institution-and
has.caused thé business-men -generally to look forward to-a
retuin of the prosperity.that prevailed here before the panic.
‘The-watch- factory-is:the principal industry of the-city-and-its
prosperity or the lack of it affects everyone doing-business
here. \Vages-in-the-factory-have advanced-steadily-under-the
wise management of the new President, Mr. Hurlburd, and’
every-operative-has perfect-faith- in-him- and fecls assured-that.

‘lie-will redeem-cvery-promise made. The-watch factory now
‘has 2,300-operatives on-the-pay-tolls and-the-amount-paid-out

monthly at-present exceeds $100,000. The advance will-be
more-than G:-per -cent. and-means an addition to the-roll-of
$10,000-each-month. The-change of scale goes into effect
Jan. 1,-and already-the work-of readjustmeint-has commenced.

GREAT BriTaix.

Tae GeM-Markers.—London, Dec. 361h;—~1?nfor’hiﬁatcly’
there-is no-good-news-to report ; things-are-much-the-same-as

Jastzmonth, and-if. anything-quieter. It-is:-rumored-that-there

is-plenty-of-rough-in-London, but-the-trouble-is-to_get it. The

_general opinion is that the syndicate are-holding-the-rough_in

order to:see-which-way-the-things -will -turn -in-South Africa.
There-is-no-possibility, whatcever, as-faras-one-can-judge,-that
the price -of the precious white stone will fall; in-fact;the
opinion-is-generally-cxpressed that-it-will remain up. Apart
from-the-war, the-economic conditions-are:a-factor-which_must
keep it-practically-at-its_present high rate. There-has.beena
fairly. good-demand for enicralds and-rubies, whilst-complaints
have been-made-that-decent-garnets-of medium-size-were only

-obtained-with-difficulty.

Paris, Dec. 28th.—Business in diamonds was again very
bad,-only-a-few-parcels of small-me/és-of middié-quality-and-a

few-small parcels of three and four grainers being sold. There is

Title-demand “for-any-quality -of-pslished-diamonds-; the-war

-of course-is-responsible. A large -husiness-ought:to-be-done

at:the Paris_Exhibition,-but-unfortunately-there-are-little-signs
of-much at-present. Business-in-colored stones-and-peatls_is
fairly_-good; fine emeralds and:rubies:are still-in-demand:; few
large-parcels of:cheap-rubies-and sapphircs-wete-sold, mainly

-for-exportation.

Amsterdam, -Dec. 27th.—Business-during:the-past month-
has-been-very -bad, mainly owing to-the present -war in-the

Transvaal. Very small-quantities-of-polished -diamunds-were



