30

THIS MONTHLY RECORD

mysclf seen a considerable number of thelinble to every misfortune. This circum-'and fond of bestowing nick-names on caey
# Bucks,” as they are called, who not stance, however, is cosily accounted for, as'other as well as strangers, whatever 1
unfrequently come into town in  their/the cunjurors have not received their fec. their rank or quality.  [f this conduet
eanoes ; and 1 thought I could discover a|Although this tribe is the most civilized, tuken with good humor by these in auth..
similarity in their featureas to those of the'yet is witcheraft not less practised by them rity over them, they yield, in retin
Indians in Nova-Scotin. They have thetthan wmong the others.  They are full of prumpt and ready obedicnee to their wish..
same Dbroad cheek-boues, Iank “hlack hair,!foar and superstition, and the implements and commands; and if onco they form a,
and the color of their complexion is much'used in their incantations, are handed!atiachment to any individual, their affec tin
the samo as that of the Micmac; they arc:down from the father to the son; but I amlis unalterable ; and so, on the other haw!
much shorter in stature, squat in figure, and nut aware of any peculiar sanctity being'their hatred is inveterate. In manmer

in this respeet not unlike some specimens,

of the Ksquimaux whom [ have seen. They
arc what a genuine Blue-Nose Yuukee
would call a *junky” set of peoplo—
nearly as broad as they are lon§! Of
course I here speak only of those who have
fullen under my own personal observation;
there may be Likelier men among them, but
I have never clapped cyce on any of them.

The principal tribes in British Guiana
whose diminished numbers contrast paine
fully with the swarming population which
the Jund supported when the white man first
appeared among them, are the Arrawaks,
the Accaways, the Carabeese, theWarraws,
the Macusies, and zeveral others which are
nearly extinet, of whom only a few families
survive, to tell the fate of their ancestors.

The Arrawaks live nearest the plan-
tations, and are the most civilized. Their
number is estimated at about 1,500 souls,
and the whole tribe are divided iuto
twenty-seven families or castes.  They are
ablo to recognize each other as members of|
the same fumily, by certain marks and
figures, tattooed in their faces when young,
and colored with thelana. Casteisderived
from the mother, and children are allowed
to marry juto their futher’s family, but not
into that of their mother.  The Arrawaks
are seldomn more than five fect four inches
in height, plump and well proportioned, but
not muscular. Their forchead is lower
than that of Earopeans, but they do not
appear to be wanting in abilitics. These
nearest the coast are a dark brown, but
some of their castes are as fair as Spaniards,
Their features are spall—their expression,
in gencral, melancholy and depressed ; their
bair strong, black and straight.

It is a fact worthy of notice, that, in
children, when instructed and cducated, the
forchead rises considerably. Their physi.
sguemy undergoes a marked awd very per-
ceptible change, and must be interesting to
cvery disciple of Lavater. Their powers
of imitation arc strong, their memory re-
tentive, and by no weans inferior to that of!
Turopeans; but in calculation they seem to
be deficient, for they de not count farther
than twenty, which, if occasion requires, is
repeated over and over again,

Polygamy isallowed and practised by all
the Indian tribes, but is by no means com-
mon, and only found prevalent among the
chiefs.  Children receive theic name from

attached to than,  The son of a conjuror,
as soon as he cnters his twenticth year, or
even sooner, is made acquainted, by his,
father, with the art of conjuration, and'
eujoined the greatest secrecy concerning it
flis right car is pierced, and he is required
to wear a ring all bis lifetime.  The women'
of this tribe are rarely scen in a state of!
nudity, and their hair is neatly tied up on
the crown of their licad. But with all
these advantages over other tribes, they
differ but littic in other respects.  The In-
dian having been oceupied in preparing and
planting his field for the space of three
months, speuds the rest of the timo in
hunting, fishing, drinking and dancing, Tt
is with great unwillingness that he under-
takes uany superfluous degree of labor, by
which he relinquishes a present enjoyment
for the prospeet of future provision—about
which he has vo care; he lives only for the
day, and, haviug satisfied the cravings of
nature, he lies down tosleep. e requires
no clothes, or, if mere civilization has
taught him better, he is content with one
suit, and will wear it till it drops off his
body.

The Arraways inhabit the Upper Deme-
vara, the Mazarconi, and Putaro, and
amount, probably, to 600 fighting men.
The color of their shin is of 2 deeper red
than the Avrawak. They live in a state of
perfeet nudity, aml pamt their bodies red
with the amotto, or deep blue with the
lana,  Sometimes they will paint one side
red, the othier blue. ‘The face is painted
in streaks, in which performance they scem
to be very particular, as the women not
unfrequently spend hours at their toilette,
while preparing for the dance.  They per-
forate the cartilage of the nose, and wear a
picce of woud in it, which often is of the
size of a finger. They rub their bodics
with the oil of the carapa, to defend them-
selves againut the bite of insects, it being
of a bitter taste and nauseous smell.  The
Arraways are a quarrclsome and warlike
people, jealous and suspicious, and, on that
accouut, dreaded by all others, Having
planted their fields, they move from place
to place, living on the hospitality of their
fricnds,-till their own cassava is ripening,
when they again return home, and show the
same friendship to others, During an ex-
pedition they invariably travel for three
days, and halt for two, in order to fish,

the pe-i-man or conjuror, and, according to;
the fee that is paid, will be the virtue of'
the incantations pronounced.  Children
without names are thercfore found only

hunt, and dry their game. When in times
of war they approach a defenceless place,
tbey attack it, murder those who resist
their violence, and carry off the rest as

among the poorer class, and are supposed

|

slaves, They are determined humorists,

they are more savage than any other trit
In ability they do not equal the Avrawal.
their forehieads being still Jower and me,
depressed than those of the people of tha
tribe. They make free use of poisons
several Kindx, but are not easily persuadi
to tell how and from what they prepar
them, The smunecry—a black ant an ine
in length, aud found making its -
between the ruots of a certain aws ma,
tree, forms an ingredient in one of thes
strongest poisons. When an  Indian n
stung by it, he has to endure a fever of 1y
hours, with the most excruciating pain
They will catch a considerable number, ard
make a decoction of them, which they wis
with other ingredients, and use for poisor.
ing their arrows.

‘rom the above estracts something mys
be learnt »f the character of some of ihe
natives here, but space forbids that [ shou'j
cuter further upon this subject in the
meantime,
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MISCELLANEOUS.
The Religions of India.

Ixpia is pre-eminently a Laad of 1dols au!
of strange gods. Polytheism and 1its never
futhing attendam, 1dolatey, which in mwicn
times have disappeared so much from *.
tace of the earth, still exist in pristine sigw
in the Indian peninsuln.  Bred in our northen
homes, whero one or two cwrcles of ruce
stono pillars—the roof-less temples of ue
Druids—are the sole rehics of a paganism .
most prelustoric in date and too bald fir
idols, the sons of Iingland stand aghast &
for the first time they open their eyes ugws
the Hindoo world which Providence hu
placed in our keeping. Graven images o
heathen temples—-we had heard of sua
things with the hearing of the ear, and rz
of them 1n Bible story at our mother’s hnee.
but no sconer does youthful soldier or i
Jand in India, than lo! lus eye beholds thew
everywhere around, cndless in number, v
challenged in prestige, as)f he had ben
carriod back three thousand years into ke
past. The denunciations of the Prophes
and the irony of the Psalmst of Israei m
into s memory o8 he sees the 1dof-maher &
work 1n lns shop, or the 1mage-god led abo
n ats pamted car, with gay or frenzied crons
bowing themselves before the work of thee
own hands—gods that “have months, b¢
speak not; eyes, but see not; ears, but hex
not ; noses, but smell not ; hands, but hand:
not; fecet, but walk not: nenher have ax
breath n their mouths.” A wmany-culoure
pagamism, alike gay and ternible—mingi
hight £nd darkness—is around him, fresharl
vigarous ; and, startled, he asks himself -1l
time stood still here? or are there inded




