
296 TRIE MONTHLY RËCORD OP

seuls, that the goepel-ministry has been provided. And forget not that it is
but a means-an instruxnentality. Ministers cannot save their own seuls.
They are only as rhilip, Who, in answer te the question, "lOaa an> glood thing
corne out of Nazareth ? directcd Nathaniel to *corne and sec : their instrue-
tions, and their lives, their prayers and endeavOurs are employed te Iead sin-
ners to that'Saviôur te whomn thc'y thernsclves must corne for salvation, and on
whozn they must daily feed as the bkead of heaven-the lue and sustenance of
their souls. Remember your personal reponsibility, your nced of a personal
interest iii' tihe Saviour, your personal duty and dependeace upon God.
It is but toc common for people to excuse themsclvcs for their failings
and sins, by wlîat je calted, in jurisprudence, Ilturning kinc's evidence,"
by whichi the greatest criminal cf ail escapes; ' but it 'wiII justi y none in the
siglit of God, thougli they should prove iùinister and eldérs and professors of
religion as uingocdly as therneelves. O sec to it that cadi one works eut
your cwn salvaàtion *with fear and trenibling, by your christian profession,
and christian conduct, by your good will tcwards your neiglibour, by yeur
attendance on the meàns cf grace, noèt forsaJcing the asscmbling of' ycur-
selves together, by bringing te the hearing cf thc gospel a spirit cf candeur
and teacliableness, and, abeve ail, b>' a daîly life cf iàith in the-Divine e ern-
er, by which your world])y transactions will be' pcrformcd in a spirit of justice e
and'your disposition regulatcd by a spirit cf mcrcy. And these cf you who arc
headg cf households, rule your households in tie feair cf the Lord. The minis-
terial relationship, as you have heard ably delineated to-day s doubtiese, a

ver somn oee but net a whit more s'O' than the parental. aYiur flock, fath-
ers cf famiis needs your admonitions, ydur prayers, yeur exaruples, your ut-
meet exertions in their behalf, as much as the congregration needs tidse cf the
nuinister. Yes! heads cf houseliolds, Ybou are training your fainilies for eveèr-
lasting weal or woc. You possess an influence far' more untiate and powerful
than le services cf your munister caui exert. 13y perforining your dut>' aright
te those with whom you arc meet iritiniately conc ,and te ail, b>' berefit-
igothers, you are working eut your own salvation, frnn fu ieht
himeîf, and ne mari dicth te hiniscif Roim. 14, 7. Evcry sou--cvery iridivi-
dual that needs and receives your service, is a link in the chain that binds
you te heaven.

Live near to Ged. Déend upori ih&influence cf Hie Holy Spirit-the pro.
mised gift cf the Savicur, and the choicestprivilege cf His people, thc bond and
vital prineiple cf the màysticail, -influential, and evcr¶asting unioni that exists be-
tween Christ and His redeerncd. This le thé cliurch's consecration, witliout
whose eaving influence there je neither truc clnrel.i rior'efficacicus ordinance,
uer acceptable worslip-without whose eaving influence, noecloquent display cf
truth, ne fervene>' cf religicus emnotiori, rne subtie analysis cf the workings cf
thc human mnrd, ne preaching cf a Paul nor watering cf an Apolîce, oaa avail.
"It je thc spirit tiat qui.-keneth, the fiesh profltcth notting." When tuie icest

glorieus influence ie bcstowcd, then "ltÉe righiteoustiess of Monri shall go forth
sbrgitiess, and thù salvation cf JeràýËerà as a lamp thiat burnt.
Ma>' thc Lord grant that ini ail cur écrigregatienîs tiere be an aburidant out-

penring of the Spirit of God-that minisiets a;nd pelople be revivcd--that tic work
cf thc YLrd xnay presper--tbat the desert nia> rejoice anid blossom as thc rose.

Ma> the Lord bless us ail with Bis salvation, and enable us te show forth
tiat salvation, not oui>' fri'o Sabbatli te 'Sabbath by attcnding te the erdinari-
ces cf He grade, but freom day te day by christian lives, examples, dispositions
and conduct..

Yow thc God cf peace tint brouight again fiom thc dead our Lord Jesus,
tiat great shepherd cf tic sheep, throùgh the bod'cf ilie everlasting covenant,
make yen perfet in evcry goed work te do hip will-working,, in yon tint
which je wchl-pleasing in bis siglit, throngi Jesus Christ, te whora be glery for
ever and ever. Amen. Heb. 13, 20, 21.


