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THE HOYL OF A RESUR-
RECTION.

, 1 Thess. iv. 13, J4.:— But I would not

" laveyou to beignorant. brethzoa, con-

~cerning theme which are asleep, that
ye sorrow not as uthers which have no
hope. For if wz believe that Jesus
died ar.d rose again, even so them al-
s0 which sl-ep in Jesus will God bring
with bim.”

The contrast i3 here drawn between
tho'state of mind of the igrovant and
minstructed heathen and that of the
Thessalowian converts, on the subjeet of
death and the resurrsction.  The former
®ere utterly ignorant of those sources of
consolation which the latter possessed;
aid how expressive is the langoage in
wbich the apostle speaks of the former:
% those which haveno hope® Now, what
w15 the hope of the Thessalonians ? The
'gﬁoskle expressed it in these words: “For
i we believe that Jesus dicd and rose a-

in, even so them also which sleep in

s will God  bring with him” It is
sbviously the doctrine of the resurreeti-
onto which the aposile is here chiefly
dluding. For the heathen had sonte
dopzin respect to the immorality of the
soul.  Their convictions were not very
fixed, or certain, on the subject; still,
tey bad some belief m immortalivy ; but
#e resurrection of the body was a thing
lhe;‘rv{,ere atterly iguorant of, of which
they did not form the maost distan® idea.
When they laid their dead in the erave,
arconsumed the body, and gathered the
ahesin the urn, 3t was withno enliven-
ng.idea that they would be re-animated,
ad liveanew in“immozial beauty. They
<ould form ne conception of this; and
ey Imagined that the dust was indeed
emrned to the dust, as it was Theivs

was a jovless burial or inurnmeat. No
light shone upon the tomb. [t was un-
miticated darkness. The sou! might
live, but the body had no share inits im-
mortality.  The docirine of the resurree-
tion seemed to the Athenians lke the
serting forth of strange Gods,  How dif-
ferent, the apostle teaches, was the view
of the christian! I would not have
you to be ignorant,” says he, ¢ coucern-
ing them which are asleep, that ve sor-
row not even as others who have no
hope ” He would have them realise the
arcat doctrine of the resurrection  He
would have them think or t.at blessed
truth, and comfort one another with it.
It was a new doctrine to them as former-
ly heathens themselves; but it was one
peculiarly fitted to cheer and animate
them in the case of death; when they laid
their friends in the tomb  These were
not dead, but sleeping. It was bat a
sleep of a few ages: it might be longer,
or it might be shorter; but ultimately
they should awake from their sleep :—
God should awsken them; and they
shonld then be forever with the Lord.—
That was a blessed hope, sufficient to
make the apostle exclaim, as he does in
another place: * O Death! where is
thy sting? ‘O grave ! where is thy vic-
tory 2”

1t oveasions the heart a pang whea
any precious -object is dropped
whence 1t can never again be recovered ;
and what would be the feeling if we be-
lieved that the body which we laid in
the dust was laid thero for ever! Oh!
how unmitizated would be the sorrow of
death, if-the grave closed for ever.on all
we held dear.  So accustomed are we to
the doctrine of a resurrection that. we
cannot.cven realise what would be .our
feeling kad we no such dectrive to chaer



