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Juy's rainhow glortes visit carth and go,
Melting away to Heaven's far distant land ;
But grief’s loundations have been fixed below:
Preasune divides us—the divine command
Hath mude of Sorgow’s links, o firm connecting baud.”

And thus we make no apology, in continuing these *'Tales of our Village,
for stepping aside to record a few passages in the life of a patient sailor, even
though there is no tale of interest to attach to their recital.

James vas horn and passed the carly years of his life in one of the
Iastern Counties of Nova Scotin. s father was a shoemaker, and main-
tained his thmily by the wages deavived from his trade. Ll had the misfortune
to lose his mother when very youug, and with two infimt sisters, was left
dependant upon their. futher for guidance and management.  The task pro-
hably fell too heavily upon the parent, for he shortly took a seeond wife, onc
of those who fully merit the odium attached to the name of stepmother.
James, however, did not long remain hencath her rule ; he early had a fond-
ness for a sailor’s life, and at the age of fifteen shipped on board a merchant
vessel in Halifax, and continued to sail from that port for several years.

From his own aecount, he was a wild, thoughtless boy, spending his moncey
freely and carelessly, us sailors are wont to do; fond of' the roving life he had
chosen, but always glad to be on shore for a little time, and to know what it
was to have a home.  While his wages were good, and his hand so liberal,
even his stepmother had always a welcome for him, and with the kindly feel-
ings which scem synonymous with the name of a sailor, he was warmly
attached to all his family, not exceepting his second mother. I gave gene-
rously to all while his cash Iusted, and went away with a light heart to carn
more, so that he might distribute as freely on his next return.

After making a number of voyages from the ports of” his native land, the
prospeet of higher wages induced him to scck employment in a large merchant
vessel sailing from New York, and by this means he was better able to gratify
his curiosity with regard to distant countrics, as thc owners of his new vessel
were extensively engaged in commeree with distant ports, which he had never
beforc visited. He continued in the scrvice of American masters for seven
years, and during that time he was familiarized with foreign lands and people
until their seencs and manners formed a mingled mass in his weniory, from
which it was difficult to extract any clear detail, and it was amusing at times
to hcar him affirm with « pertinacity that knew no dissent, of customs and
dresses among the Russiuns, which only could have lhclonged to the more
cxcitable natives of suimy Spain.

His last long voyage was taken in 1844, and scemed to be the most interest-
ing to himself, and onc upon which his memory most Jiked to dwell. The
ship was bound to Alexandria, touching at adjoining ports; and he had an
opportunity of visiting Feypt and Jerusalem, with other interesting localitics,
which with all a sailor’s enthusiasm he had longed to sec for many years. He
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