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worked flints found on the surface is thus of little value as an
indication of any flint-folk preceding the old Egytians. It would
be otherwise if' flint impliments could be found in the older gravels
of the country. Some of these ave of Pleistocene age, and belong
to a period of partial submergence of the Nile Vailey. - Flint im.
plements had been alleged to be found in these gravels, but there
seemed to be no good evidence to prove that they are other than
the chips broken by mechanical violence in the removal of the
gravel by terrential action. In the Lebannon, numerous caverns
exist. These were divided into two elasses, with reference to their
origin; some being water-caves or tunncels of subterrancan rivors,
others sea-caves, excavated by the waves when the country was
ata lower level than at present.  Both kinds have been occupied
by man, and some of' them undoubtedly at a time anterior to the
Phaenician occupation of the country, and even al a time when
the animal inhabitanis and geographical features of the region
were different from those of the present day. They were thus of
various ages, ranging from the post-Glacial or Antedeluvian period
to the time of the Phenician occupation. Dr. Dawson then
remarked that many geologists in these days had an aversion to
using the word “ Antedeluvian,” on account of the nature of the
work which in years now gone by, unlearned people had attri-
buted to the Flood described in Scripture, but as the aversion
to the use of that word was, he thought, not called for in these
days, he hoped it would pass away. Speaking as a geologist, from
a purely geological point of view, and from u thorough examina-
tion of the country around, there was no doubt but what there was
conclusive evidence that between the time of the first occupation
of those caves by men—and they were men of splendid physique
—and the carly Phoenician inhabitants of the land,there had been
a vast submergence of land, and a great calastrophe, aye a stupen-
"deous one, in which even the Mediterranean had been altered from
a small sea to its present size. In illustration of this, the caverns
at the Pass of Nahr-cl-Kelb and at Ant Llius were described in
some detail, and also, in connection with these, the occurrence of
flint implements on the surface of modern sandstones at the Cape
or Ras near Bayrout ; these last were probably of less antiquity
than those of the more ancient caverns. A discussion ensued,
which was taken part in by a number of distinguished Fellows of
the Royal Society, including Sir H. Barkly, F.RS., Professor



