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stance which gave them to bim and apply them mo:e generally, and for
a long time lie bias only the naine of complex ideas, an imitative rather
than an intelligent use of thonii. Whien, without training, ho attempts
to, write down bis tboughits, they are se littie under bis control that hie
Einds it impossible tO accommodate their production to the mechanical
process cf writing them do'wn, and the resuit is niuch dis.jointed and
absurd unintelligihîlity. \Vlhen he doos succeed in getting a few
theughts down on paper, they are strange, unfamiliar creations te him,
and want that finish of existence that a better acquaintance with him-
self would give theni. Thiese are soine cf the troubles of a child's
mind, and observation vilI find eut many more. Be-in te teach hum
Vo, judge and to speak, that is, te compose, as soon as he cornes under
your care. Let t'he composition exercise be at first merely transcrip-
tion of the -ceading lesson, which probably begins ivith his introduc-
tion to that noble animal, the ox. This is an ex. O do you sec the
big cx? lIs it an cx? Give him such ideas aE these : these are
sentences; when you or auy one else speaks you or they make
sentences; alse, each sentence begins with a capital or large letter,
and a period or full stop marks its end. Showv them each and all
these things on the blackboard. GeV this xnuch, nt first, thoroughly
into bis understanding. As a more advanced addition. let t.hem
compose orally similar sentences abouit objects you showv thom ; as,
that is a peu, etc., from which. you can proceed Vo the plural form,
these aro penn, etc. These should be short lessons-ten or fifteen
minutes at a ime. _When lie lias emerged from is monosyllabie-

bcthe next- one will Introduce humi te, nio'i extended sentences
and greater continu~ity cf thouglit. Tell the pupils te close bocks and
recali their sentence as well as tbey eau, which will be at first very
imperfectly donc; but give the lesson over, and now that they under-
stand what you ask of them, they will do it much 'better, sud these
lessons will teacli thein concentration. After a whule ask for their
sentences in their proper sequeuce, orally as yet. lElliptical sentences
as uearlyj like those Vo which they are accustorned as possible, May be
given thein to write ; as, John and Thomas are two -boys.
They V o the mill-pond Vo, catch . Oral sentences
similar to those in their books, about their surroundinge, may again
'be required of them.

By this tim hae bas somae notion cf the fact that lie bas a mimd,
that thou,-hts are made in and brouglit forth from lis mmnd, aud uow
yen must get him te féel that bis spoken and written thouglits


