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IlThy charge exactly is performcd
rhous shaht bc froc.

Victimi of dark treason and bitterest ingratitude, Prospero

sees a favorable occasion to tak-e Christian revenge. Sebastian
and Antonio have planned the miurder of Alonso. Informed of this
e\ecrable plot, Prospero, on tie eve of its execution, despatches
blis niiessenger to Gonzialo and wvarns himi of the danger that
tbireatens the king. Amibition is incapable of su--h an action, and
less so vengeance. Wliat in fact can Prospero hiope for his
action ? He does not seek reward, since lie conceals his iîame by
sending Ariel. Nor can lie bave iii %iew the bettering of his
conditlion, wvleiî those whom hie saves, are the very mien xvho are
the cause of biis misery, and affliction.

This action, nevertheless, is but the prelude of wvhat Prospero
lias plan-ned in his miercy towvards bis foles-reconciliation and re-

mor ;e for sins yet to be effaced by tbe tears of repentance. The
marriage of Ferdiniand and Miranda, wlTile uniting twvo pure af-
fections, wvîll, lie hopes, open tlie wvay to the realization of his ad-
mnable plan. But wvith wvhat prudence ancl wise moderation hie
proceeds iii an action of such importance ! Ferclinand's love wvill
be put to the trial of a long and arduous slavery. Nor is
bis conduct, so severe and brutal ini appearance, to be
<ttributed to any grudg-e, silice it serveci to cemient by degrees an
affection anci an attachment hienceforth. inviolable

IAil thy ve2xation1s
Werc but ily trials of tily love ; m)d tbiou
liast sti-migCIVy ý;tod the test :H-ere, dfore He.axei,,
I nitify this iliy ricl g-ift."

Prospero's project is pointing to a hiead. The achieved union
of Ferdinand and ïliranda lias renewved and rendered more inti-
mate tbe relations wvhicbi cold ambition lhad broken. 1vVbat now
remiains to be donc, but to throwv off alh miagic and disguise, and
te reveal Iimiiself to those wvbo are alreadv bis friends, althoughi
still irreconciled ? The story of their sufferings and desolation,
reportedi by Ariel1, put an end to ail further biesitation and delay,
<iiîd pro olzed tie.se wvords, iniprebsed wvith compassion and
rnercv':

IIa.st thlon, wI'icliart bit air, .1 ton Il, a feelilng
0f their aillictiolis, and '5ha1h not inlyseîf


