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VENNOR'S WEATHER BULLETIN.

A windy and stormy ending of the month
nenrly averywhore, g~ with a raturn to winter
in March.”

So far, the roports from tho whole United
States show a terribly dlsastrous fall of rainand
consequent deluges and overflows. The Mis.
sissippi iz dovastating vast territories, and the

* water is higher than it has been since 1802

‘

Just as in Texas tho continuous rains for 35 to
45 days aro rendering impossible any propara-
tions for tho orops, or are seriously injuring
everything that was planted previous to Janu.
ary lst. bf . Vennor thinks there will be in the
more northern latitudes on tho 17th and 18th
general snow falls,

pay~* Tho 10th will probably usher in a ter-
rible woek of rain storms (snow in somo quar-
ters) and floods, with days of very high winds
and geles. Thesewill be more marked in west-
ern and southern seotions of country, L&~ and
will terminate In generally colder westher and
hoavy sunowfalls towards 25th and 20th days
and entry of March. “Old Borens” will assert
his reign with oud through gales 5= the fore
part of March,”

Prof. Vonnor has commenced the publication
of a “Weathor Bulletin' at Montreal, giving
in advanoe a forecast of each month in full
detail. The subsoription is $1 a year. Thou.
sands of farmers might save thousands each
day by having the information as to change of
weather. Cot. B. Dunoax.

—

Umibrellas Soventy Years Ago.

A large umbrella was usually kept hanging in tho
hall at good houses, to keep visitors dry as they
Eu.u-d to or from their carringes. Coffes house

vepers provided in this way for their {requentors;
but men disdained to carry such o conveniencs
through tho strests, It was held cffeminate, indeed,
to shirk a wetting. ¢ Take that thing away, " said
Lord Cornwallis to the servant about to hold tho
bouse umbrella over him. ‘I am not sugar or salt
in a shower.” The marquis woald havo enjoyed the
sceno at Bletz roview, when an officer, offering his
umbrella to his unprotected emperor, Joseph II.,
exclaimed, * I heed not-a shower, it hurts nothing of
s man but his clothes.” Wherceupon cnsued a
closing movemont all round, Thero certainly is
somethiug unsoldierly abon: our subject, and it is
hard to imagine the Guards under firo and umbrella
at tho same timo. Such a thing, however, was scen
once. Duriog theaction atthe Mayor's House, near
Bayoune, in 1813, Grenadiers, under Col. Tynling,
occupied an unfinished redoubt near the high m§
Wellington lmixxpcning to ride that way, beheld the
officers of the household regiment protecting them-
selves from the pelting rain with their umbrellas,
This was too much for the great chief's equanimity,
and he sont off Lord A. Hill instanter, with the mes.
sage, * Lord Wellington does not approve of the
use of umbrellas under fire, and cannot allow the
gentlomen’s sons to make themselves ridiculous in
the oyes of the army.” Ho afterward gave the
colonel a good wigging himself, telling him, ¢ The
Guards may carry umbrellas when on daty at St.
James’, but in the field it 1s not only ridiculous, but
unmilitary.” Sainte-Beuve saw nothing ridiculous in
standing fire under an umbrella. When ho appeared
o3 a duellist for the first and last time in his life, the
critic took his }ﬂnce, armed with an ancient flint-
lock and ambrella, His adversary protested against
the ginghiam, the scconds r-monstrated, but in vain.
Bainte: Beuva declared he had no objection to being
shot, but preferred to dio s dry death, so the duel
proceeded, until each combatant had fired four times
without effect, Sainte-Beuve keoping his umbrella
hoisted to tho end, Wolf, no feather-bed soldier,
did not think thera wes any unmanliness in keeping
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. one's coat dry. Writing home from France, in 1752,
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he expressod his surprise that the Parisian fashion of
using umbrellas in sunshine, and something of tho
same kind in wet weather, had not besn adopted in
Eogland.—{All the Year ltonad,

Tho Bea® looked out on Candlemas day, and after
a solemnn shake of his head and deep sigh, returned
to his reposs, until tho storm of March shall have
blown over.

COME AND SEE US.

Montreal may truly bo said to be in the full height
of ber Winter glory! Thero {s ampla snow in the
streots and suburbs to allow of pleasant and rapid
sleighing, without the heavy blockade of that ele-
mout which s0 afliicts Halifax,Quobec and Now DBruns.
wick, as woll as even United States citics, south of
Canadn, Suow-shoo clubs and Toboggining partics
meot for dally and nightly recreation, whilst nearly o
dozen public and privato skating rinks aro crowded
by encrgetie participsuts in that {uvigerating cajoy-
wcnt, many of whom, as nt last night's curnivnl’, at
tho Victorin Rink, don the masquernder’s costume
nud depict tho quaint attires of old time fashions, or
the gandy trappings of oriental and Indians | Our

citizens lhave dono full justice to the opportunities ||

for enjoyment and display which the pleasant wenth-
cr of the past week has so largely afforded them,
Bright suv-bine and bracing atmosphero have filled
our streots with haudsomo equippages, well got up,
with gorgeous robes and fast horses, TIedestrians
are numerous, and our well filled stores appear cheer-
ful and full of business—the attmctive stocks of val.
cntines, with devices too numerous to name, drwing
the admimtion of the youthful disscminators of these
innocent mediums of fun and flirtation ! Montreal
<00 has other attractions which may well induco vis.
itora from a distance to come amongst as and enjoy
our winter attractions, There are now hotels for
thelr reception which corapare well with the ¢ Pal.
aces” of Chicago and San Francisco.  Military, na.
tional aud political dancing assemblies are of weehly
occurrence, as well as: private reunions of a similar
character. Thero are numerous pointa of interest in
and around tho city—the elevated Mountain park
with exteusive views of the surrounding country;
the Lachine Rapids, rendered grander by Winter's
icy fringes. There are the tastefully arranged trea.
sures of our Art Association Rooms to survey and ad.
mire ; tho oxcellence of the many vocal and instra.
mental concerts, tho interesting lectures, the Young
Men's Association meetings and lectures, and on
Sundays the mauy places of worship for all donomin-
ations, where Divino servico is conducted with all
solemnity, sided by suitable music and adorned by
winning Jmlpit eloquenco. The name of Winter
may sound dreary, but it is only in name that it real-
ly is 80; for with our exhilirating atmosphera and
our many appliances to make the season agreeable
and pleasant, thero is everything here to promote
both health and enjoyment., Our favored city af.
fords all sorts of opportunitics to our own people and
inducements to strangers to share in those many
Fleasum aud innocent amusements which are so cas.
ly obtainable within its limits and in its neighbour-
hood, whereby the ctherwise dreaded time of storm
and rigorous weather can be employed with both de-
light and profit whilst health and vigour are eminent-
1y promoted,—Afontreal Star,

A POSTCRIPT TO MOTHER SHIPTON'S
PROPHECY.

In cighteen hundred and eighty-one

A plagus of  Art” on the world shall como ;
The air of a great westurn nation

Shall reek with over-decoration.

An imitation ¢ Renaissance,”

When pasteboard plaque and plated scone,
When clothes- horse screens aud drain pipe vases
Shall vaunt their Lorro:s in high places,
And flimsy satins and cieap plushes

Fall victims to the * artist’s brushes.
‘‘Gonius ' ghall bs & common trait,

Proved by a painted wooder plate—

Or sptawling sunflowerson a cartain,

Or tottering storks with legs uncortain,

Or gaudy bands of ticking stripes,

Or gilt horso-shoes aud penny pipes.

Then in shop windows you may rsad—

¢ Who buya a paper of turnip sead

Receives a *circnlar, £ilk, forlined,
High-toned, msthetic and refined.”

Or, * With every pound of sausagesold,
Walt Whitman's pocws in black and gold.”
The plagne shall be heavy on the land,
Mpuy shall fall and fow shall stand,

But those who live shall say whan it passes,
*How in tho world could we all be such asses I’

Paterbury Admcrican.

BOME PREVIOUS COLD WAV S,
The following are quntations frem an oll weather
record of the Island of Montral :—
1857, January 18th., ., vevs o e0s 31 below z2ro,
“on P11 PO R "
" " £ 11 VPO 31
February 12th . aeee veeea 290
1889, January Oth..osee ceveesd2
L “ 10‘Ilu..occoltcc“3
LU O} T 1
" " 12,00 000000018
Fobruary 13th..ee.iie 00 23
1861, Jannary 12th...0 ceeuve 31
W February Ohiine.oes, 08
It will ba noticed that on near'y a'luf thesn dates
the temperaturs was lower thn it ever was duuing
the cold:wave-just past, in whih the low. <t vl te
tion -of -the thermowmoter was 26 degrees below.z ros

STORXS ON THE 17th OR 1St

Under data of Montreal, I lraary oth, 1leury G,
Veunor, the weathor prophet, wtit-s ag follows;
“ Railroad mea and others-whom it wav coueein,
had better take precautions agrins: an prtition of-the
Fobruary. (Bth and Gth) “*storar petiad * about the
17th, 18th-and 19th-of the-present month, Thero
ave likely to be.general ¢ blizzanly” iu tne novth.
west and western states, with very lieavy snowflly
in mauy sections, The closing w-k of the month
is also likely to give & continuation of thw saue. I
wonld ssk you-torefer to the probable r:o cnrrence
of the storm periodn. as my bulletinis not Lke'v to
‘reash all sections of the country in t.na tah- ol cop.
j»i'eg to the people.”—Eveaing IWuconsia, Vi wawoce,
4D *

THE EARTH DRYING UP.

Thers is abundant gvidencs that the amonnt of
; water.on the sutfaco of the wrth haw hewm stealily
jrdininhhing for many thousan s of ysare, Noono
_doubts that there was a_Liwe whon the Casnnn S
communicated with the BDleck S, and when tha
 Mediterranean covored tho greater prt of the Desert
of Sabars, lu fact, goologi-ts te\l us that ar ong
period the whole of _tlie earth-wns eovered by water,
and the fact that continonta of dry laul sow exi:t is
preof that thers is-less-water:on our ploha now than
there was-iu its infaucy, This diwiarion of our
supply.of water is goiug on at tha present day ot o
Tate 50 rapid as to bo cleatly nppreciable,  The'rivers
and amaller streams of our Arlantic Stotes are vis.
ibly swaller-than they wero twentt-five years ago,
Couatry brooks in which men new bving neve ae-
castomed to fish and bathe:in their buyloa [ hava in
many cases totally disappeared, not throu tpu act
of man, tmt solely in conscquency of the fiilure of
the springs and rains which onca fed theu. The
level of the great lakes ix falling yiar by year. Toere
are many piers on the shores of lake-sids citic 3 which
vemels once -approached with ense, bat whech now
bardly reach to the edge of the wator. Hirbors ate
everywhere growing sbiallower, This is uot dua to
thoofndul depaeit of earth broughit down by riv -3
or of refuse from city sewers. The labar of Toroute
hes grown shallow in spito of the fuct thas « has
dredged out 80 -that the battom rock has Leen
reached, and all the. dreging which can by done ta
the harbor of New Yark will not permonently
deepen it. The grwiug slinllowness of the Tulson
i8 riore evident above Albany than it is in the tide-
water region..and, Jike the outlot of f.ake Chanplain,
which wae: on.s mavigable by Indian canoes ut.all
stugous, the -up,er Hudson is now almost Lare of
water in mauy places during the sammer, In all
perts of the woeld thero in ths sum st ady decrenss
of wadir.in rivers and lakes, and:the rainfall in
}mvhn sclentific obserrationa are made, is
r y less than it way at a period withiu ruan’s

memaory,

_ What {s becoming of onr water? Obriously it ia
B0t disepvearing through cvaperition, for in that
eine raine:wonld give back whatever water the at.

mosphers might absorb. We must acespt the theory
that, . liks the water of the mdon. our witer is sink.’

ing into the earth’s interior.—From ths New York
Werld,



