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Pastor and [People.

THEY AT S()_ SERVE

““They also serve, who only stand and wait."
lake comfort from that thought in lonely hours,
When naught sccius set aside for you Ly fate
To do , while others have far richer dowers.

Wah days bum full of Lope, and work, and love,
Full to the brim, and haply running n'er

The angels, watching {rom their homes above,
Can see how sad the waiting 1s; how sore.

But if the waiting is not all in vain,
1f those who wait are serving truly, too;

Lh, then they need nut mind the namiciess pain,
Bat think it is the part they are to do

And peace and rest will till the lunely days
That once were filled with naught bat pam and
woe,

For, though we cannot understand Iis ways,
L.nough to know our Father wiils 1t su.
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THE C. E. CONVENTION.

Y MR OTHOMAS YELIOWT HES,

[This account of the great C. E. Conven-
tion by ooe of our most active working
elders, has been delayed, but its value 1s not
thereby lesscned.—ED.]

Amid the beautiful decorations in the
great city of Boston, a city which occupies
such a unique place in history, and whose
public halls and gardeas unite in pointing
with honest pride to the gified sires who
have gone, it is difficult, indeed, to calmly
consider a movement so momentuus in its
bearings, so outreaching in its influence as
the Christian Endeavor Society. The en-
thusiasm became infectious at Niagara Falls,
where thousands of people were convened,
all bent in one direction, Whnole train loads
from Teaas and Ohio, etc., bearing their
quota to the great C, E. Convention, where
they would meet with representatives from all
over the world. Everybody seemed happy,
the glow 1n the heart and the gleam in the
eye banished all stiffaess and formality.
Chrnisuan greeting and Chr.stian haondshak-
10g predominated. All our isms were for-
gotten. The party were one o faith, one i1n
hope, one in baptism. At Greenfield, over
a huodred miles from .ur destination, the
train was boarded by an avmy of young men
tearing to us a welcome in the name of the
Y.PS.C.E.,, of Boston. They bore with
them banoerettes and programmes, ia fact,
took possession of the party. As our com-
pany received their salutation the whole train
load of sixteen cars sang the following
catching words to the old tune of **Marchiug
Through Georgia ™.
¢ Come all ye Lndeavourers, we'll sing anuther

song—

Sing it with a spirit, that will help the cause

along ;

Sipg with exultation of the fifty thousand

stroog

Who will come marching to Roston

Hurrah ! hurrah for Boston 93!

Hurrak ! hurrah ! kadeavorers, hearts revive.

White and crimson Lanners floauog free i 93

When you come marchiog to Boston.”

The Convention itself was something
_.immense, s0 much so, that it was positively
unwieldy. When we imagine that three

immense places were provided for the ac-
commodation ot the visitors, Dpamely,
Mechanics’ Building, and two buge teats,
the tents alone capable of accommodating
10,000 people each, we can form some faint
1dea as to the oumbers, Fifty-thre. thousand
C. Endeavorers received badges and reg-
istered, so that all the accommodation pro-
vided was totally inadequate to meet the
demand, and the question arises very natur-
ally:

Whence all this enthusiasm ?

What are its objects and aims ?

What are the outlooks ?

Who are its leaders ?

Suppose for a liitle we look at these
thoughts in their order :

There is no use in attempting to behittle
the movement ; there are evidences oo every
hand of uts steady growth the report shows
the Society to be fourteen years old. Last
year there were added 7,750 new organiza-
tions, makiog a total of 41,229. To show
how its influence has reached to all lands,
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Australia bhas 1,509 socicties, Atrica 3o,
Cha 32, France 64, India 117, 'Japan 59,
Madagascar 93, Mexico 25, Tutkey 39.
West-India Islands 63, every country being
represeated except five . Italy, Russla, Ice-
land, Sweden aand Greece.

In the Province of Oantano there are
1,yy5 societies, 10 Nova Scotia 388, Quebec
204, and 10 the other Provinces 488. These
represent the youth, the enthusiasm, the
very pulse of church life. It is aggressive
in its work, hence, regarded in some quart-
ers with suspicion and fear as to results.
Its methods are new, 1tis gradually suggest-
ing other means, and undertaking many
new branches of Christian work, and to-day
there are enrolled in this organization the
very best material in our Churches, and en-
listed in this army the very flower of our
Presbyterian Church, Realiziog that they
have a wotk assigned them, aond that they
are co-workers in extending the Kingdom of
God, that there is a place for them to fill, a
sphere for them to occupy, they are acquir-
ing new hopes and aspirations this coupled
with the marvellous strides which the
organization has made, has evoked enthusi-
asm so hearty, so generous and so genuine,
that Boston has been captured, as well as
captivated, by this army of Christian work-
ers. Rev, M. D. Kueeland expressed this
truth but feebly when he said: ‘‘*We sur-
render, surrender unconditionally ; surrend-
er bag and baggage, streets and markets,
homes and buwldings, lads and lasses, and
bow our best welcome to this victorious
army of the nineteenth century.”

When we witnessed DBoston literally
besieged by Chnstian Endeavorers from all
parts of the world, the numerous organiza-
tions represented by a delegation of over
56,000 people, there was evidence of some
mughty power behind all this. We may
reasonably inquire what was the object of
these people, who marshalled their forces
day by day on Boston Common, ard in
Mechanics' L uldpy, in such vast numbers 2
Perhaps the motto which hung over the door
of nearly every church ic the city, and over
every pulpit, viz.: ‘ For Christ and the
Charch,” will offer some solution and throw
some Light on the aims and objects of this
gathering, largely composed of young
people, Christian in their character, endeav-
oring to be Christian in their life, and io
their work. To do Christ's will, obey His
commaands, is the primary object. Do it
in any sphere or in any way.

Do it by sitting at the Master’s feet and
learning of Him ; do it in His name aund for
Hissake. This was exemplified every day of
this magnificent Convention. They came
not only to drink at the fountain of kaowl-
edge, and partake of the showers of bless-
ings which were descending, but they sought
to impart to others that which they had re-
cewved. They made the air ring with their
cheery words and glad songs. Every spot
to them was a puipit, every gathering a
congregation, where Christ was taught.
They enterad the bospital ward, and the
felon’s cell ; wherever there was human woe,
and suflering, there were the Endeavorers
always happy, always bright.  Their motto
seemed to be :

When the days are gloomy

Sing some happy song,

Meet the world’s requirements

With a courage strong ;

Go with faith undaunted

Thro' the ills of hife,

Scatter smiles and sunshine

O'er its toils and strifc,
And the weary sons of toil stopped their
work to listen and look, and wonder. The
sick patient in the hospital ward was made,
as they heard their glad song, to thiock of a
land where the inbabitants shall never say,
“1 am sick,” and the waifs in the Shelter for
Homeless Children, gathered in from the
lanes of Boston, to know of a better land
and a happier clime. Christ was the aim
and object of all this immense gathering.

Then this movement is aot apart from,
but in the Chburch, and is looking to the
“Church for direction and control; their
meetidgs for testimony, prayer and business

are all along this line. *‘{Iow they can
best serve Christ in the Church,” is their
question, hence the importance of Sessions
being quick to avail themselves of this new
element of life and power in congregational
life. Here is a band of consccrated young
men and women, who, like Paul, are ask-
ing, *“What wilt thou have metodo?” Will
we direct their energies? Will we en-
courage them in their zeal? and will we
avail ourself of this new focce, a force that
is but in its infancy, and which suggests
such Immeonse possibilities? During my
stay in Boston I attended a Congregational
church Endeavor meeting, where at least
twenty young people led inprayer,each prayer
breathing out the holy aspirations of the
soul. Such a thing would not have been
possible a few years ago, and yet it is but
oune of the results of this movement. Now,
from this vantage ground, let us ask :

“\Vhat is the outlook ?

May there not be enthusiasm? May
vot the objects and aims of the Society be
conceded, and yet be defective ia its organi-
<atiop, and prove to be a bubble that will
burst in the hand. In the Presbyterian ral-
ly of all the Endeavorers from the Domin-
ion, the topic discussed was: ¢ The weak
points of the Christian Endeavor Move-
meant,” and while a !arge number spoke,
nearly all being ministers, it was remark-
able that nearly all bore testimony to the
splondid help rendered by their Society.
Oue speaker stated that he thought there
was a tendency to outward appearances,
not enough of the inward and spiritual. But
the whole meeting was proot of the hold the
movement has taken upon our Church.
There are points on which the danger sig-
nal may be placed, that evil may be averted.
This only teaches, however, the old truth,
that there are imperfections everywhere, and
this orgapization is not exempt from the
general law. If there are weak points in
its construction, elemeats in its composition
which require elimination, let the piuning
knife be applied. With such divessity of
opinion, with its membership gathered from
every creed and clime, with the remarkable
success which it has attained, the Con-
vention just closed being one of the largest
and most enthusiastic the world bas ever
witnessed, we need not wonder that there
will be some weak points. The marvel is
that there are so few. For a child of four-
teen years the success is phenomenal.
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MISSIONS IN EAST CENTRAL
AFRICA—NYASSALAND.

BY J. R.

The usual route to Nyassaland, which
has been pictured to us as one of the most
beautiful spots in Central Africa, is up the
Zambesi and Shire rivers to Lake Nyassa.
Navigation is impeded for about sixty miles
along the Shire River by the Murchison
Cataracts. Dicembarkation and a march
overland is necessary.

Whea Livingstone first sailed up the
Shire River, and arouad the shkores of Lake
Nyassa, in 1859, he was delighted with the
beauty of the scenery. The country appear-
ed to be thickly populated; everywhere
crowds thronged to the shores to see the
white man, aod with few exceptions the
travellers were treated kindly. When he
next visited it, just a {ew years later, bis
heart was saddened by the change. Silence
and desolation reigned, where before all was
life and stir. It was a grief to the great
missionary explorer, that the first to make
use of the highways into Central Africa,
which, at the cost of much toil and hardship
had been discovered by him, should ever be
these Arab slave dealers,

Hearts in the home-land ware touched by
the piteous s.ories of suffering and wrong,
and the earnest appeals for missionaries
sent home at -this time. The Universities
of Oxford, Cambridge and Dublin united for
the purpose of organizing & mission to the
region round Lake Nyassa.

[Auc. 7th, 1895.

The Grst party of missionaries, bumber-
tng five, with Bishop MacKenzie as their
leader, went out in 1860, Livingstone met
them, and aided them in choosing a suitable
site, During the early days of the mission
several encounters occurred between the
missionaries and the slave-dealers, and
numbers of the unfortunate‘victims of this
nefarious traffic were set free and kindly
cared for at the mission station. This
course of action led to intense opposition
being mapifested towards the mission by
the Arabs. Other difficulties arose. Bishop
MacKenzie and two others of the mission

staff died; and the Bishop's successor de-
cided it was best to remove the mission
from the interior to Zaozibar. This caused
Livingstone great grief, In writing to a
friend at this time, we are told, he said he
felt as if ‘““he could sit down and cry.”
These years speat arauad Lake Nyassa were
perhaps the most sorrowful years of the
many he spent in toil and anxiety for Africa.
It was during these years his wife was taken
from him ; and she was laid to rest in this
land, for which she too had given her life,
Discouragements came from the home:-lacd;
and the bright dreams of a prosperous mis.
sion, and the extension of commercial inter-
ests, and the extinction of the slave traffic,
all seemed fated to disappointment.

There is a lesson for us bere. ln His
own time and way God answered Living
stone's prayers, and everything he desired
for this country round the Shire River and
Lake Nyassa 1s now being advanced. Luy-
ingstone did not live to see it. He bu
opened the doors to *hese great fields for
mission work, and his pleadiogs for others
to enter and occupy these fields for the
Master seemed very ineffective.  God heard,
and not only the labours but the prayers ol
Livingstone are remembered and will qe-
ceive abundant answer. We need not faint
if our efforts seem fruitless. Take Living-
stone’smotto: “ Fear God and work hard,”
and leave resuits in God’s hands.

R. M. Ballantyne in his book, * Six
Months at the Cape,” gives us ap .
incident bearing on the early days
of the Universities Mission, which is °
interesting.  Visiting St. George'’s Orphan- -
age for girls in Cape Town, 1 1870, he
found in one of the class-rooms a teacher as
black as her pupils.
cipal of the school, told him “that this .
young teacher was the little girl who was -
saved by the missionaries of the Shire Ruver,
and who was carried home to the mission .
station on the shoulders of Bishop Mac
Kenzie. She is nowone of the best gifls
in the school, and a most sincere Christian,
Her vame is Dauma.” Mr. Ballantyne in
speaking of itsays: * There 15 somethiog
very gratifying n  haviog one’s faith
strengthened. X cannot say I ever doabted
the existence of Dauma, or the facts con- .

nected with her history, yet there was some- - ik

thing new in the feelings with which I |
thought of that Central African Mission, '
when thus I beheld the actual fruit of it
standing before me. We may, indeed, say
of itthat the expedition was in some respects
disastrous, but I mentally scouted ths idea
of calling it unsuccesstul as I looked on the
earnest face of the black girl, while she
guided the fair spirits of tae little black
creatures who sat there grinping, and ev
dently doting upon her.”

¢ No endeavor is in vain ;
Its rewardis in the doing,
And the rapture of puruing
Is the prize the vaoquished gan,”

A higher prize awaited Bishop MacKeszie, -
and those co-workers who were the firstto -
lay down their lives for Christ's cause in
Nyassaland. ‘*They shall receive an ‘]
hundred-fold and iaherit everlasting life." :
Zanzibar has for years been the head: :
quarters of the Universities Missioa.
Their stations stretch from the coast t6 -
the eastern shores of Lake Nyassa. ;
In Zanzibar the mission quarters are sit* |
uated very near where the old slave-market
used to be. No more are seen the slave .
caravans with the poor creatures half-starv- .
ed and half naked, bound together with .
chains, and the cruel slave-stick on their®
necks. No more are human beings stood -
up for salein the market place, or the cries ;
heard as mother and child are torn from"
each other to be sold to different masters -
No more are any of the distressing sights:
and sounds of this traffic seen or heard "
Instead, there is the church bell, the voice’
of Christian song, and the hum of industry. -
The church, the industrial schools and 2.
aumber of Christian homes, all clustered’
together, form & Christian colony in the]
midst of this Mohammedan city. -
Great changes have come since the fint:
missionary party entered this field thinty
five years ago. Boys from the Industrl

Miss Arthur, the Prio. .8




