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legends of Santa Claus, yet thcy share in the prev.
aicent joy that ovcrsprcads the lands. The, likce to
sec the yoting cnjoying ail the innocent happiness
titat cornes to their shlarc. Thcrc arc those, too,
from wlîom rnany of thicir joys have fled, whosc
carthly ice is shadcd itil sorrow, who can yct
rcjoicc with thcmn that do rejoice, who sec in the
rcturn of Christmas the rcnlcval of the pcrpctual
hope that Christ givcs ta [lis children. The occa-
sions of univcrsal joy arc aIl too fcw in this work-a-
day warld for any to despisc the gracious appor.
tunity that Christmas brings.

Time %vas, and flot so vcry long ago, that, ont-
sidc Episcopal Cliirlîs, Christmnas was but littlc
regardcd. There is no Ncw Testament autlîority
for the rcligiotis observance of the day. Traces of
its prcsence arc flot fouild in the hiistorieal frag-
ments that have corne clown from thc post.apostolic
Church. Nat until wcU aon in thc fourth Christiani
century do wc find cvidenccs that Christ's birth-
day was observcd. Owving ta the dissensions bc-
twcen the Christian% ai the East and thecir bretlî-
ren in the West, there was no definite understanding
as to thc exact date, and différent days %were hcld by
the disputants. There is, therefore, no divine war-
rant for its observance as a day of religious wor-
ship. It is natural to rescrit its imposition by
ecclesiastical authiority, but wlicn that is said therc
nced bc no serious objection to any body of Chris-
tians meeting on thC 25th of Dccembcr for the
purpose of joining in devout thanksgiving to God
for His unspeakable Gift. It would bc strangc in-
deed if on the day that recalis the imemory of the
Most joyans event in thc history of time, the
Saviour's advent, thoughts of Hirn shauld flot prc-
domninate in evcry Christian heart. Such, recollec-
tions exalt the joys of thc scason, and impart ta)
them their deepest significance.

And then thc family reunions the day brings
about. Thle good hous,'.mothcr has been looking
forward to the return of lier boys and girls, whose
business o3r the prasecution of their studies bas
nccssitated thecir departurc from home. Her
preparations and plans have beeni maturt' for
wecks i advancc, and selflsh indeed must bc the
heart that wvould treat parental affection lightly. S1;o
home, always a bright spot on earth, is usually at
its brigbtest on Christmits Day. May tlicrt bc joy
and gladncss i ait the homes into wvhicli Tîv: C ,
AllA PRE.SBWTERIAN enters, and in ail others bc-
sides. May the benediction breathed i the advent
song of the angels soon find an echo in ail hearts

THE CHU2 WrH AND SOCIAL PROBLEM4S.

IT is a significant fact, a sign of the times, that
while here ini Canada as yct wc are nat menac-

ingly confronted %vjth thc evils that arc crying for
rcdress in aIder lands, and in the great cities of this
continent, thouglîtinl men are turning their atten-
tion to social questions that are rousing intcrcst
everyvhcre. WVc na>' nat have in Canada the
appalng sights that arc to be seen in ail large con-
tinental cities, the laziness, the destitution and the
crime that obtrude thcmselves on the public gaze,
but such things are here in germ. In Mon'i-eal,
Toronto and even i smaller places, the vcri,.tble
representatives of the '«submergcd tenth " are to be
found. In the two great Canadian commercial cities
named there are localities itîto which ordinary cit-
izens would hesitate ta enter unprotected. Ail thei
conditions that tend to foster social cankers arc to1
be found in our Canadian civilization. The saine1
politîcal and social c. namics that prevail cIsc-
where are believed in and followed. There is the
samne eager pursuit of wealth irrespective of conse-
qhences that perva-les the entire commercial andt
industrial world. In due time the trec wîll be knownt
by its fruits.1

H-as the Ohurch of Jesus Christ a direct relation(
ta the vital questions that emerge from cxîsting social2
conditions ? To this enquiry two directly opposedc
answers are given. Some say, emphatically, yes;z
others fia lcss emphatically say na. The ground onz
which the latter rest is that the message of salw-N
tion, Christ and Hlm crucified, is the one legitimatec
theme for the Christian pulpit. Proclaint the divine1
justice, mecy> and love with earnestness and fidelity.t
These truths believed and acted upan will transfartn1
men individually and through them, mould and uvlifti
society. Some hold that the attitude of the Chiris-!
tian minister of to-day in relation ta pressing social1
questions should be the samne as that occupied bye
the Saviour whcn asked b>' the man ta speak ta hîs e
brother respecting the division af an inheritance.1
The infinitely wisc and loving Saviour who healedi
ail manner of diseases is not indifférent ta any form ,
af human misery. For the wisest ofaial a-asonsi
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H1e dectinced ta intcrfcrc for the adjustmntt of the
brothers' différence, taking the occasion to teich an
impressive lesqon of the supreme importance ai
spiritual things.

Sanie Christian ministcrs may be influcnccd by
subordinate considerations in choosing for purposcs
of attraction tlîcir pulpit thiees from fice events af
the day, but such preaching lias small motive pawecr.
Gecrally the deliverances of the sensatinnal pulpit
have littlec cTect ini the solution of questions of
great public importance. %Vhen earncst mien, not
open ta the charge ofisensational prcaching, takc up
the social questions stirring the popular mmnd, it is
evident that they feel impelled ta do so fram a sense
af duty. lu tlîis thecy arc flot without justification.
The prophictic office, as it existed in the Old Testa-
ment Churchi, was cxcrciscd in prcaclîing ta the
trnes. The evils prevalcnt in the Hebrcw nation,
some af them flot cssentialy différent from thiase of
aur awn tiane, were depicted and deîîouncedi in words
of burning indignation by inspircd speakers. Did tiot
the mcek and lovly Saviaur lay bare the sins ai the
Pharisces with a directness that could came only
froni Hini who knecv what was in man? As there
arc in the Christian ChinacIi diversities af gifts, but
the sanie Spiait, tliere is abundant raorn as there is
need for the faithinl and earnest cîcercise of them
ail. Let the gospel af lave bc proclaimcd in ail its
fulness and power-, and let those with the spirit ai
the oId prapliets cry aloid and spare flot in their
dentinciation ai wlîatcvcr in aur modern civilization
is niaking for unrighteausncss.

It mecan:: sonmething whcn distinguisfded Episco-
pal prelates bath in Europe and Amierica, no0 Icss
than prominent ministers of other cammunions, arc
cndeavoua-ing ta szt aur industrial and'cconomic rela
tians in thc liglît a Christ's teaching. Last wvcck
the daily papers gave an outline ai a sermon by a
young Anglican clergyman in Toronto, in which
there svas direct and forcible speaking on the rela-
tions ai capital and labour, the evils af campetitian
and the need for ncw social adjustmcnts. It is the
m~ore noteworthy that this discourse wvas dclivercd
in a church where it is understood the ecclesiasti.
cal atmosphere is impregnated %vith High Church-
ism. The Rcv. E. A. Oliver, the preaclier refcrred
ta, is spoken of as an carncst and devout young
man. H-e %vas recesitly in England, and the social
degradation he witnestt in congested centres
there hias cvidently made a deep impression upan
his mind. In seeking ta prevent the spread of a
simutar state 1 things here lie suggests a number
af thoughts calling for serious reflection. The light
in which hie prcscnted the truths referred ta was
clear and distinct, though tiot strikingly original.
The novelty is in the quarter whence they ema-
nate. In England the Anglican Church is giving
carnest hced ta exîsting social problems. While flot
alone in this, it is evident that the Churcli that
keeps in toucli with the masses will bc able ta
wield an influence for good which those who stand
aloof will seek for in vain. In the days af Christ's
persanal mîinista-> on earth the common people heard
Him, gladly ; there is no raeson îvhy it should be
otherwise now.

On the sanie Sabbath the Rev. J. Burton, 13.D.,
af the Northern Congregational Church, Toranto,
also called attention in a thoughtiul discourse ta the
subject. Mr. Burton paid a visit ta Europe recently
and, as is the case with most earnest and reflecting
men, the Condition-of-England Question, as Carly'le
put it long ago, had a marvellous fascination for
him. In bis discourse bearing on the question he
corrected an impression some seem ta entertain that
the seheine projected by General Booth is something,
entircly ncw. The novelty in the plan Proposed by
the leader ai the Salvation ri my consists mostly in
the magnitude af the undertaking and the concen-
tration af effort by which it is designed ta be carried
aut. Tbaugh the means employed by the Chua-ches
and philanthropie agencies have been inadequate,
entire neglect ai the destîtute is flot justly charge-
able. 01 late yeaa-s much effort hias been cxpendcd,
and large sums have been contributed for rescue
work nat ouI>' in the east af London, but in ail the
congcsted districts of large cities. These endeavours
have flot been in vain. Many can bear testimony
to the fact that bath materially and spirituahi>' the>'
have been brought out oi a horrible pit, out af the
mia-y cIa>' and their feet set upon a rock. Great and
seli.dcnying as these endeavaurs have been, the>' are1
far from commensurate with the actual needs ai the
case. Thcy have been like a great vesse] that bas
sprung a leak. The pumps have been manned, but
the waters have been gaining ail the time. It now
remains ta be scen, since publie attention lias been
aroused, whether the plan af General Booth wil iý
more effective than those that have preceded it. t

1;oohs ailb fUaga3tt1es,
TatE C. P. R. has issueà 4-Gaud &News fur Chtistmat and -New

Vents," an ingenious and neat litlutin fci annojuncement relating te
holiday travel.

Tifit Christmas numrber ai!"Blook News," illustratîng and describ-
ing ail the holiday books of the season, fi a hanisome holidiay book
in i sel, and easily tanîks with magazines costing ive or six limes its
uitile price.

Tui ILLISTIA^TD L,4DON<NEWS (4eW Y.jrk edition> ably
sutiains its splendid repusaion as a weekly pictorial chronicle of the
events of the weele. As usual it publihes à Chriîtmas nitinhet with
beautilully finished coloured plates.

RAISK TiuE Fu.At; AND>OTarrit PATutanTIC Sow.q AND OIMS.
(Toronto : Rose Publishing Co.)-This is a collection of patiîtic
songs and pcems b>' a number of out most Jistinguislied Caqnadlian
poets. la is inuended ta appeal to and Coster a thoriûugh Canadian
sentiment. la is neati>' presented in a rather flobid lithographie
cover.

SaRMNNS 14CA'VILIS. 13>'L. IL. Sîurgeon. (Londion :iass.
maie & Alabatter ; Toronto . The Willard Tract Iiepositury.)
A cheap ediuon in vaper covers of the quaint, terste. racy and sitg-
gestive uie wotk b>' Spurgeon wl'ich has attained a reniaskal>
large circulation.

Tuir ouitI'S Co.,iAiîo.r (Boston) presents it, two and a-balf
million teaders with a druble Christmas number. lu is juil aout. and
contains no lets thari aryen complete stories. As we turo the pag~es
avec, and enjo>' the feait that lies before us of pîcture, story, poemn
anîd anecdote, we ledl that we have bren wished atIkait oc Il Merry
Chrustmas.

A 1100K cavetinug unusual ground is shortly ta npp.-ar (rom the
peo of Rey. A. IL. Scott, IM.A., Perah, througb the wel.known pub-
lishing house oailiart & Co., af Toronto. In IlTen Yeasin bMy
Finit Charge," the author is ta bring his tenders behind the scenes ai
a checkered but signahlly honoured mir'istry. An>' yi5urg minM~er
wha in bis firsi charge brings avec 500 new members Enta fellowship
with his Church, and unites in marriage 170 couples, ha% acquircd an
eîrperience that arrests attention for tht wriîîen record of his min-
isar>'

Mats. h!v<aiv yVÂAiD Bxcita:a's Il Reminiscences" oa i e. laie
husband, wblch the sinanw writiog, bas been purchaed by 74e
Ladies' Home fou nid, of Philadelphia, and the articles will shortl>'
begin in :that perindical. The series will hive for its title l Mr.
Beecher as 1 Knew Ilim," and will caver the cntire period of bis fila>'-
*-ven years ai married file, (rom young Bccher's first acquaintance
with his wife, bis college fle, their couriship and marriage, his first
public speech, thtelittVear ai married flle wiah an incorne ai $300,
and ici aIl tbrough the great preacher's file until bis later triumphs,
bis lait sickocua and day,and bis death.

THEa SU*iv SanavI3KRBELAVEME?<T. As ilaustrated in Teca.
nison's "l nîlemoriatn." iy Rev. Characa E. Caoledge. (11ston:
J. G. Cupples Co.)-This i3 a tin and tender analysis r'." IIn Mcm.
otiam IIina which the camiort sol consolation pcrvading one ai the
most ur.ique productions ai the Paca Liureate's grnius si presented
in caear and cansecutîve iorm. The hiereavemnpnt, Griel and Des.
pair, N till-o'.tbe-Wisp Ltgbts, the Lesser Lighis, the Gtat Ligbîs,
Camiort, Resignabon and Peace are the tapics illustrated. The
brochure is a model af neainess and is very suimable for those *ho
have passed beneaîtht shadow af bereavement.

A. M. MAcKAY, Pioneer Missionar>' ai the Church Missianary
Society ta Uganda. By his Sister. With portrait and map.
Auth..z's Edition. (New York : A. C. Armstrong & Son , Toronto.
The Willard Tract Depositoty.)-The lile star>' of thir heroic maui
and devoted Christian mîssionar>' us admirably tld in this mo)st inter-
esting volume. It will tike its place in the growîog circle af mission-
ar>' classics, ranking wibth tenarratives af Williams andJ Mfalt,
Drifi and Paton. The fle ai the man who has been fitl> stylcd the
IlSt. P'aul of Uganda " in for the mont part tc>id in selections iroms
bis awn etters and journal, The volume bas been prepared wîîb the
utmast good taite by the handa of an affectionate sister. It will be
read witb intense interest and much profit. Though the voice af
Maclcay of Uganda in silent an earth bis tarnest words and example
wull plead cloquently for the evangelization ai the Dare Continent.

THE MtIZTaO.Si MAGAZINE. (Toronto :William l3riggs.)-
The cloting number ai volume tbisty.twc' bas quite a Christmas
flavour frein the illustiraird articles, poens amd sketches. reieccing t0
this "lgraciaus season." Mr. Algernon Blackwood concributes ta
inîeresting article on " Christmas in England." The Edîtor bas au
illustrated article demonstrating the superior advantag. ai Canada
a vec ara>'country in the warld. Professor A. P. Colin n, Ph. D.,. bis
an admirable atticicîon Norway and lis People." The iascinating
stocy of Lady Brassey's Last Voyage " cornes taefit tragic close.
and the Editar adds a postscript on hec death on board the Suu3eam
and buriai at sea. Ail the above are welI illusîcatcd. The maga-
zine for s891 wial be enîarged by zoo pages ta make roomn for a new
department on IlPopu!ar Science." It jill aiso bave mare and
better illustrations than ever of Bible lands, on tourist travel ina East-
ern Europe-Hungary, Transylvania, etc. A strang feature will be
a series of papers on " The Pocis ai Canada,"' by the Rev. M. R.
Knight, of New Brunswick, bimself one ai aut sweetest singers.

Pîr, Rast A.,e) FLLUR DE Lis. B>' S. Frances Harrison (Sera.
nus). (Toronto: Hart & Co.)-Tbis volume ai verse, b>' Mcs. Har-
rison (Secanus), contains a sectiun ai great interest toaail classes o!
readers, mainl>' dzscriptive af French Canada, and very fitI>', there-
fore, modelled upon the aid French forms, among wbicb are icrty ori-
ginal villanelles. These carefully executed fitile potins deai witb
phases ai picturesque French Canadian life on the Raft, in the Chan-
tiers, on the Highroads and in the Villages, and are gceatay cnbanced
b>' the occasional judicious use ai musical motives, talcen from the
primitive chansons current among the habitants. The wbole forms
anc ai the most unique contributions te literature that tbe tsson of
1890 bas seen. The rema!Uder ai the book is dirided ino equaliy
inîeresîing sections, dcaling, flot alone with Canadian subjects, but
witb Foïcign and English phases ai life. The book is beautitully
prinurd on fine laid piper speciall>' made, with a new French face
type. Tht bindingis novel and the design on side and back unique.


