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P HILOSOPIIERS, scientists, and ail those peo-
ple who plume themseivcs on thecir allegeti

cool andi philoseplîic mnanner olten denounce clergy-
mecn for their warmth. They say it is unscientific,
unphilosophic, anti several other bati things, ta dis-
play any feeling. The other day Protlèssc'r Tyndal
wrote a letter in the London Timtes in whicb he de-
scribes Gladstonec as the 'wickedes;t Englikhran af
aur day or generatien " anti Sir William l-Harcourt
as I the poitician who ha% niost prostituteti great
abilities and matie it the business af i-li luetoililus-
traite the tinveracity ai main." liveaî philt-aqpher-;
andi scientists scem ta be human.

T HESolosai the Ontario Legislature ivrestleti
wh a nev anti original problem the other

day It miglbt be briefly stated in this way ; Who
knows best îvhat a man bayb the man ivho speaks
or tht main vho hears ?The fouse decided almest
unanimeusiy thait ivîc a member says anything he
ouglit te know bianseli what lie says better than amy
ane who hears hini. Now that ;nay bc truac of some
old anti practiseti members ai Parliament, but there
are speakers wha ccrtainly don't know. what they say
balf as well as those knaîv îho listen te them. A
main ay bc se nervous making his flrst effort that
he hais net the least idea ai what be is saying. He
may be se angry that lie cainnot measure the force
ai bis utterances. Cases have been known in wîhich
oratars hait taken s0 mucli drink that they had rather
confuseti notions about îvbat they said. On the
îvhole tve think i il;k net a sait thing to assume that
every main vho speaikq knows better w.'at he says
than those who hear him. Some spedl ers do andi
some don't.

IN tht matter of fair, manly criticismn of persons
in higli officiai positions the British press is far

and away aheati af tht Canadian. Even the relig-
ious press speaks eut boldly and yet ne eue ever
accuses it ai partizanship. Ont af the Engiish
justices retireti tht ather day anti theBritisit Wcek/y
declareti that bis deafness bad long been noterious,
thait be would bave retireti long ago haid it net been
that he wished ta serve long en.ugli te get bis pen-
sion, anti that mnany gooti iatureti things ivere being
saiti about hlm in public anti many ill-natureti things
in private. fis successor is described as a staunch
Tory anti a genial main, but as a laîvyer that nobody
ever mentioned without a smiie. What journal in
Canada, religieus or secular, ivoulti speak eut in thait
fashion ? A religieus journal thait did se woulti be
denounceti, savagely denaunceti, for taking part in
politics. Why powerful politicai jeurnals sbould be
afraidti t denounce bati îuticial appeintments ive
neyer couiti sec. Some years ago the Ottawa Gov-
ernment aite-, lengthened besitaitien appointeti a
niost utisuitaible man te tht Ontario Bencit anti se
fair as we can remember tht only journal in Ontario
that spoke eut wais the Week.

LT is a matter ai profounti gratitude that tht
1swindler anti allegeti murderer, Burcheli, titi

net preiess te be an evangelist or preacher of some
kinti. Hait be stairted on a preaching tour a year
ago wvhen be first favoured Woodstock with bis pres-
ence, his geniail manner, bis prestige as a lord, his
cannectian with the Church at berne anti witb Ox-
ford University woulti bave matie him a formidabe
main at certain kinds ai religieus meetings. aow
tht people would have flocked ta beair him 1 Even

trauids as Lonrd Somerset have starred 'at religiau!
meetings in thik country.

JF a prarnincnt Presbytcrian divine is about tc
ta bu trieti for hercsy yau can place ail the out-

side parties bcfore the trial begins. The secular
press with scarccly an exception wviIi take the side
of the man on trial na matter wvhat the merits af the
case may bc. The majority of Episcopalians and
Congregationalists wiii regard the matter with mild
astonishment, because in their own Chiurches a mani
may believe or tcach almost anything he pleases. Il
the mari on trial is a useful, good man, doing good
%vork, the ïMethodist-, %vili be inciined ta deai ver>'
casuly %vith hirn If lie is no good they are willing
ta pitdl3 hlm overboard on general principies.* Here
is %vhat ane ai the English Methodist journals says
af the I)ods and Bruce agitation :

The Presbytcrian ministers and eiders who are doing theix
uttnast tu sur up the authorities of Ilseir Church ta prosecute
Proifessor Marcus Datis and Profé5ýor A. B. Bruce for heresy
are doubtless animateti by the purist motives, but are engaged
ini a most dangerous enterprise. When a majority of this
country are heathen, when drunls.enness andi Iust and blas-
phemy are flooding the land, they are harrowing two af the
most Rifteti andi most devoteti of their ministers. Is tbis the
tame tu waste aur opportunitie3 andi aur tempers in quarreiling
about theological formu1ae ? Norhing is casier than te assume
airs of superior arthadoxy. We dt, not underestimate the
importance of correct and scriptural views. But we believe
with John WVesley that men mnay be as ortbadox as the devii
andi as wicked, andi that the great matter is te trust in the
Living Christ, andi su te ltft Hin up that sinners may be
'irawn ta Him. Are net Prafessors Marcus Dods andi A B.
Bruce doing tinat ? Why then try ta twist isolated phrases
front their writings ino an appearance af heresy? We, ait any
rate. have been greatly edified by the writings of bath these
distinguished Christian teachers.

Sa long as the work suems ta be ga-ing on a typical
Methodist neyer asks any questions. Presbyterians
generally go ta the other extreme and prefer stop-
ping the îvork ta having it done in a rnanner ar by
persans they do net like. Bath extremes should be
avaided.

T HE hatheris on ire in the north af Scotland
and the resuit tviil probably be a great heresy

trial in wvhich Dr. Miarcus Dods and Dr. A. B. Bruce
ivili figure as defendants. Dr. Dods is accused af
being unsound on the Divinity af aur Saviour, the
Atonement and the Inspiration af the Scriptures.
The learned gentleman has flot the slightest idea of
beating a retreat as Robertson Smith did. In a let-
ter ta, the Collegc Cammittee af the Free Church he
defends himielf vigorousiy on the three doctrines
named, and it is but fair that bis aioivords should
go before the world as the ivords af his accusers
have had ample publicity. Dr. Dods says :

WVhile 1 atihere tea ail1 have written, 1 vehemnently abject
Io the interpretation put up-)n seine of my statements. This
particularly applies ta conclusions drawai by the Presbyteries
of Lorn ansd af Skye regarding my attitude tawards the doc-
trines ai the divinity andi tonement ai Chrit:. [t has given
me much pain ta finti myselfcharged with delectian an these
fundamenial points. 1 ami conscious ai noanc; and it is en-
couraging te know that many persans have founti it naturai
ta put aaiother interpretation an rny statements, and have ex-
presseti cordial agreement with theri. As regards the divin-
îty of Christ, 1 can only say that waîhout that 1 can have no
religion, anti indeeti no Goti. by danger bas, in fact, aiways
heen tu roake te much rather ttan, tee ltte of the dtvinity
of Christ, tu put the Father tao much in the background, and
speak too coný,..ntly as if Christ aioe were aur Goti. Ail
who katow my preachang know that this is se.

On the Atonement Dr. Dods declares he agrees
with the Confession but dlaims the liberty-reason-
able liberty we shoaild say-af emphasizing aspects
af the doctrine whicb are net emphasized in the
Confession :

As regards the Atonement, 1 can oniy say that 1 have
carefuiiy anti repeatedly gene over the Canfessional statement
ai this doctrine, andi 1 can detect in it na:hing wîtb whach 1
do net agree, or with which amy publisheti statement cf
mine as inconsastent. The Canfessianal statement is, indeed,
surprisingiy brief. It emphasîzes the satisfaction of the
divine justice, anti thi,! , to, desire ta ènTphasize. But it is
te be remembered that the Atonernent, being the central tact
af titis worlti's history, as a hundreti different faces andi as.
pects that 1I daim liberty ta craphasize as 1 finti eccasion,
anti according ta my impression ef cxisting neetis, aspects
andi bearings af thtetieath of Christ which are net specifleti in
the Cenfession.

ER IA J, some eiders and unemployed ministers would have
Icit thecir own churches ta st at his feet. Burcheli
is quite as good a Christian as the famous ex-mank

1110 CLt , i-tb.t that iîundreds locked to hcar some years ago. The
TORONTO. ex-monk is nowv in the penitentiary in England, >iut

if another ex-monk tvere ta appear, or if a Lord
Sommret 'vere to start out as an evangelist instead

rce. af as a social lion, the crowd tvould beaon hand agai n
ýtspe lntlt n"Sas gullible as ever. It is bad enough ta have Lard

$3. No advs.eme.e Sommret eating and drinking and dancing witli
îioInabit vf,~~~ Canadian citizens, but whcn they take ta vreaching

it is time somebndy hati called a hait. Just as great

On !be Inspiration of the Scriptures the iearned
1professer aiso declares hc is in accord with the

Confession:
As regards the inspiration ai Scripture, 1 hald wth the

tConfession that ail the writings ai the Olti anti New Testa-
imentb arc Ilgiven by the inspiration of Gad te be the rule

ai (aitit anti lie; " but 1 do flot heldti tat inspiration guar-
antees Scripture lrom inaccuracy in ail ils particular state-
mients ; neither do 1 linti that the Confession either ex-

Ipresses or implies any such idea ai inspiration. The affirr.
1ation afi naccuracy i certain details lias assuredly a bcaring

an one's theory af inspiratian ; but it dts not, an MY part,
invaive the slaghtest hesitation as to the divine authority of

tScripture, the pervading influence which makes it Gad's
5Word, ils Ltness, when interpreted, as the Confession iseif

directs, by a due camparison af its variaus parts, te be the
conclusive riait ai faith ant i le."
Whether these positions arc satisfactary or net

> there is cnough iu them ta show that those who
.impeach the orthodoxy of Dr. Dods have some heavy
r vork before them.

iPRESIDENT PA TTON ON PRHA CHINVG.

M/ ANY may regard the subject af preaching as
oN ne that is worn threadbare. Everybody

bas ideas on it that can readily fluti expression at a
moment's notice. Every hearer af a discourse feels

bcampetent ta form a critical estimate of its value,
'or at ail events can say whether he likes or dislikes
;the sermon ta wbich he has listened. Opinions ai

what preaching, shoulti be are of the rnost varied
d escription. The preacher svba, desirous ai leamn-
ing the kind ai discourses mast relisheti anti best

icalculatedt t benefit bis hearers, chose ta depend an
changing popular estimates of the principal part
of bis ministerial work as a guide, wvould find him-
self in a position as belpiess as it would be pecu-

cliar. Cammon as the discussion ai preaching may
tbe among church goers and nan-church geers, it is

surprising what f resh thougbt anti interest can be
infuseti inta a subject that bas been obscured by
commonplace when treated by a clear-seeing and
vigarous thinker. President Pattan's paper on
IlPreaching in the tlrst number ai the Preeýyteric>s
andi Reforyned Rc-view auglit ta be reati carefuliy by
ever preacher wha is resoived ta do the best work
he can, andi by every hearer af the Gospel who de-
sires ta passess an intelligent appreciation ai the
tendencies ai the timne anti the relation ai tie pul-
pit ta these.

The complaint is semetimes made that Protest-
ants andi Presbyterians especiaily make tee much ai
preaching anti too little ai lîturgic service. If the
idea ai spiritnal woi-ship is lest sight ai and the
devotionai part af the service comparatively neg-
lected there mnay bc roomn for the complaint. Dis-
proportion always works detrimentally. While
giving due place ta earnest spiritual worship in
which the whole cangregatian shoulti jain the flrst
place in the Evangelical Protestant Church is given
and rightiy ta the declaration ai the îvhole truth ai
God. To minimize Gospel preaching, and ta par-
tially exclude doctrinal teaching %voulti in due course
resuit in a nerveiess Christianity, frorn îvhich littît
influence over intellect ant ifhe coulti bc exerteti.
There is au mreso that doctrinal and practical
preacbing are=tal exclusive. Such an impres-

,on is anything but wel foundeti. It flnds ne con-
frmation iu the record ai the preaching preserved
in the New Testament. In the teaching of Jesus
Chirist andi in that aifI-is apasties, the mnighty in-
strument emplayedte t move the hearts anti minds
of rw-tr is the truth ai Goti. Doctrinal preaching
neeti net be fermai, arid andi duit. The autcry
against it hais been ta a great sense occasioned by
the absence of direct application ai doctrine ta prac-
tîcai liCe. This pjint is well brought eut in Dr.
Patton's paper. He refers te the impression
cherisheti by many thait the press hais taken the
place ai the pulpit, andi that the last narneti institu-
tion is faiiing inte decaiy. H-e shows successfully
that the living personaiity haiving a clear graisp ai
divine truth must exercise a wide and poiverful in -
fluence. Valuabie andi influential as the modern
press bas become, andi loug as it is iikely ta retain
andi augment that influence, it cannae supersede
the preaching of the Gospel by human lips, for the
reason that the office ai preaching is ai divine ap-
paintment, as the parting counsel of the Savieur ta
His disciples is " Go ye jutoalal the world andi teach
ail nations," anti again " Preach the Gospel ta every ~
creature/' As long as the divine commnandi stands
unrevoketi the place ai the preacher remains.

Another point *touched upon in the paper may
be describeti as the limiteti independence ai the pul-
pit. Where a State Church exists restrictions on the
freedom aif preaching are sometimes imposeti by
th, powers that be, and the minister may net speak
out on certain subjects the thing that he would


