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TniR are onte hundted anrd sixt Presbyterian
churches le New York. The Epîscopais corne next,
with etighîy-two, the Roman Catholica with fil ty esghî,
the Methodists with fifty-seven, and the l3apttsts with
forty-fepr. Nabody mpeaks ai New York as a Presby-
tentai city, but the Pmebyterians far outnurnber the
osber demorninatlons, and many ci them are princely
givers. One-sixth eft he Home Mission Fund of the
Preshbyterian Church et Arnerica il aised le that
city. The mail magnîficent benefactions given ta
Ptnceton College have bien raiscd in New York.
Seme of the largest revenues raised by cengregalaons
ln aiy part cf the woend are raised le that city. Itilaa
great pity that se rnany people wba migbî know bitter
p.lways speak: of that greal cily as a ciîy aImait entarely
given over la wickcdness. Perbaps the most liberal
Christians le the world are there

Tils (und for the support et Knox, Queen's and
Mantrial College il a little bchind. It would bc a
relief te mec a strait surplus ini our colUrge funds just
bon a change, if for na bitter reason. Our people be-
:ieve le ministerial iducation, and bave confidencein
car colIeges, but îhey don't raîse collections for colirge
purposes as they should. Djubtle:s orn reason as
because il is difficult ta raise entbusiasrn about a
coilege Thene il no Dr. McKay or Mr. Robertsoni
te work up sentiment ce the question. it is easy te
fite the Presbyteuian beant wilh a speech about
Formesa or the great prairies et the North-WVest, but
net se easy te rouse tbe people about collegms blin-
istenial. oducation la a cool subject. A man wbo con-
tributes te a coliege must do sa frorn cool conviction.
The rigbt va-; ta gel over tbis niiserable business of
deficlîs il te endow the colleges and bi donc witb i.
the wholeenergy cf the Churcb could then hi devoted
te Mission work. It would hi a great îbang ta bave
theso collaes endowed.

ALL t:ilugs considered the past year bas bien a
prosperi-us oee for the Pre.ibyterianism of the Domi.
nion. The reports presented at the Assembly show
mubstantial progreas in cvery departuient. There la
mavked impravemnt from. year ta year le the support
of Missions. The report on the State af Religion is, an
the wholeencouraging and liopeful. Our Cburcb gravs
in numbers and liberality. Salar as wecaarernember,
it bas neyer bien the duty ai aur Suprerne Court ta
neceive a statistical report settinr~ forth cither a fail-
ing off in aur numbe2 r~ aa reductian in the suni total
collected for Churc'. purposes. Certain scbemes have
at tintes bail the balance on tbe wrong side, but the
sum total bas always, showe an increase. It is easy to
say that the Churcb only gives se many cents per mcm-
ber for Hame and Foreign Missions, se many for cal-
leges, and se -any mare for the srnalier saheinms
Trud, bul the arnoual given for ail purposes foots up
a gond suan. We might give more; we bape te give
more; but the people will neyer bc made mare liberal
by belittling their present efforts. Let us thank: God
and taie courage.

Evtv neader of Tioe PRFsDVTERitAN bas heard
the procwerb t. bout Il ai work and no play." Tbat kind
of traîmeni maies duU ministers and duil sermons
as wel a, daUi boys. Cougregations tbaî give their
nainister ne holiday are le their own Iight. A minis-
ter or any other braie varier cia do more and bitter
worn la 2evo moexbm titan twelve if he "lrecreates"
ontbetwlfmb. Besidcs, ministers are forotd te wet.
&eve days pin week, wite mast othen mci. wonk enl;
sax No constitution can long stand seven days' wonk

each veek. Mind or body, et bath, w1,11 bti de«tx.
Il Il easy te aay that the mnister niay take hlm Sab-
bath resi ana weikday. Dois he? Cin he? Each
day bnîng lis duttles. Rest Is an lmposlbility white
a mian la looklng at undone wenk. Change la needed
as yullas test. Change of scene takes aminister cut
af a rut, friabens hlmi up, brlgbtens hum, and gives
hlmt a new start. A fresh atar il a gaond thing. A
cheque for a ulce mun, wben the mînîster is leaving
for lits vacation, Is atso a good thing. Il belps amin-

.tcr rnigbtlly ta enjny bis holidays if hie knows bits
excpenses aure flot coining out af bis ordi.-.aty Incarne.

Wr, have net nîîch synapithy with flice cry for short
sermons, tbougb we bave a niast praiound conviction
that maorc sermons axe spalît by lengtb than brevity.
A dlock Il ot the correct standard by wbicb ta
nicasure sermons. Saine sermons are langer at twcnty
minutes than others at an heur. li apreacher lia l
gond vein, bas a rîcit subject, bas tbe ear of people
veli, and ha rnaking a gond impression, iet hlm go on,
even if the dlock handle bas corne rourid ta the usual
place for sîopping. If, however, bis chariot wheels
drag, if bis braie works badly, if is voiceis bad and the
wbole effort dragu and the people weary, why sbould
be drag on simply hicause the dlock hanie bas ual
carne round? At Ibis season efthe year it is we!,. te
curtaiL. A tiity-minute -ermon il langer on a bat
sultry day in july than a foony five minute sermon an
a clear, crisp, frosty day le January. Most cf our
churches ate wretchedly ventilated. Many bearers
are flot accustomed ta mil in cnowded rooms buttoned
up in their Sueday clothing. WVhee the thermo-
meter la about go" the service sbould in a measure
bc suited la the weatlaer. People who say it is nat
piaus la shorten ln july are generally those who go
aiheep. If a niai is sound asleep, bc does not know
haw long the servIce il.

TJIEat arc net many tbangs abnut Presbyterianism
tbat any good man need feel ashamed of. There is
on. part af tbe Assernbhy's report, bowever, wbicb
must make gond Presbyterians blush as they read it.
We rerer ta the praceedings anent the Fund for the
Support of Aged and lnfirn Mînisters. It la ohme
said that aur Cburch sbauld make more progreas tban
she dots. It is pexh-aps mare wondexful that th. AI-
mighîy blesses and prospers as much as He does a
Cburch that gives ta ita aged an& infirm mninisters the
niagnificent surn ai $22o per annuni. To say that
this amount is sbamiuhly srnall is ta Ireal the subject
very mildly. If il is the duty ai tbe Churcb te sup-
port rcîired and infirm ministers ai aIt, in the naine
ai Cbnistiînity, decency, and common sense, let them
bave at least sucit a sum that a respectable Presby-
tetian, can reid about without hangixug his head with
shîme. Therp are lawyers ai the bar wbo would not
put on their gawn once for the whoie surn paid anea-
ally ta a retired Presbytcrian minister. And stili we
cal! aurselves a great Church, and say big thinga about
the IlCburch ai aur fatbers,'» the Ilblue banner of
Presbyterianism," thbI "blood aithe martyrs," and km-.
dred subjects. The warst kind ai martyrdorn a Min-
ister cie suifer is ta live onl $220 a year. Compared
with dymng showly on Ibis pittance, death at the stake:
vas a gloriaus tbing.

MARRIA GE WTR A DECEASED WIFE'S
SISTER.

T HIS vexed question bas been again up before lte
Assembly, and it is very evident that it vil! corne

up again and -gain anti! sanie plan bo fallcti upon ta
give it a final and univcrsally, acceptable setîhement.
It is confessedly a matter unvt%'hich uanity o! opinion
does nlot prevail le the Preshytenian Claurcit cf Ibis
Dominion. Bath ministers a!'d eiders bave ie open
court advocated a modification of the staternts in
the Confession ce tt subject ; and if there àz te ho
no tolerance given te liiose vho do net think that the
relatianship le question la not farbiddeu by the Word
of God, ti wil! bave Ie bc definitely understood and
acted upon. This is lte more necessary, as mach
.. ,'-nages have novr been dedlared te bc petfectly

lgland binding ie Canada; se tat il is for te
Chuch e lt i bcdefinitely kmaya viether o o

every one who in this matter finws the lav cf the
land shail ho dsciplieed as guilty cfa violation of the
law ai Christ W. can osily uudcnstamd boy a
cause may b. perfectly lur., id lb. very oppoitocf
belng Christlanly legitiruate. But in the cofion

and conttiity et oplnlon ptevaillug, botlh wItItis the
Church and elîhout, on tbis vexed question of mar-
riage with a deceased wfe's lister, It wil ho indis.
pensable tbat our Assembly shoutd give forth ne un.
certain sound, amtd should at the sarne fimie be ready
and prepared te follow the declalen corne t0, te aIl ils
legitimate consequencea.

RELIGIo CS CONVERSA T1QN.

T 8 ERE cannot beanythhig more paifuly ffenive

especistlly on neliglous subjectà, that dois neoin any
greal degret represent the feelings cheriahed, or the
convictions really entertrined. But white the fest af
tbis, or even the (car of belng suspected cf this, rnay
lead many te maîntain a very great amoutit ofil.-nce
on the personal. jays aud difliculties cf lhe neliglous
life, or even on the gjiat verities and obligations c!
Christlanlîy, It surtly cannaI fully account for the
absolute neticence on ail that clama of subjects whlch Il
sa tigidly mantained ln their familles, ln social gatb.
erings, and ini frindiy personal. intc:ourse-among
tee many professing godllness. Let any non-con.
troversial. religious topic hi introduced in conversation
arnang those who rnay ait hi members cf the saine
Churcb, or even inmone cases ministens of tbe
Gospel, and what a strange air of conmînaint wlll ile-
quîmtly be iriduced, as If me avident violation ci
good faste and social cliquette had taken place. How
speedily will the conversation die allogether away, or
assume a format, uneamy, unnatural tome, as if the
whole malter le band were forced, unpleasant, and un-
interesting ; and bow neadily will mach a ttir bi given
thal the be/e noir wili hi got quit cf with ail expidition,
and the company will again find lîself refresbed and
interested by what ane used le cai "a littie pleasant
camnai couversation.1" ta connectlan with ait other
matters le which people are intcrested, thene Il
natural, frank, frequent, and spontaneous conversa-
tion. WVith sme, po) itics can scarcely ever b. thouRht
eut of place; with athers, business il always in order;
fariners will have their proiessional taIki and lawyers
naturally discuss tbeir tases--lhe rulings et this judge,
or the foalish mistakes cf that brother cf tbe loig robe.
Every one il full of the malter le which he or she 15
specially inîerested, and is ready te talk on il if the
slightest inlt is given. One ofren laughm or il
ternpîed te get angry at the persistent and perennial
flow of rcrnatks an matters exceedingly lemignificant
or strictly personal, and stili more when the law hs
laid dowu on ail imaginable mubjects, whbout allowing
others the oppartunily ef intcnjecting a word or put.
ting le the mildest possible cavdeal. But haw canged
ail this bicornes when, religious matters are braughî
forward, and mare especially whee the moul'àsmorrows
and jays are introduced as fainly important and le-
teresling enough ta bc talkd about in a quiet, natural
way, by those wha have professedly tasKed the grace
ai Godijetruth i Why should il ehi hugh aineat a
virtue je so many cases le maintain a silence as of the
grave on such mubjects? How much of the conversa-
tion le going te and returning front the house of God
bas eve a shadow ai mach religiousnesa about il?
Evtzy one wili be redy eeaugh te acknowledge, with
more' or less nreet-ea much. 1-How olten are the
services et the sancluary dismitsed with the cuit
IlHow did ye like the minister the day ?" "lOh, very
weil. How did you?» "Ohl, very wefl. Man, Iis is
fine weatber for the crops." And thon thereila a uU
course of remrnaka oe ait kindred topics, and the ser-
mon and manctuary service are quietly and definitely
laid on the sbelL le many case il would b. tbought
slngularly offensive if, arnid friendly expressed anxiety
about heahth and secular uelfnxe,there CouId corne la
the siightest reference te et enquiry al-out spiritual
prosperity and the health of the seul. Even fermat
religions "lenquiry meetings» tend ie the sarne way
ta relegale sucb malIers from the natural, ordieary
thoughî feeling and talk cf every-day lif., and ae
it appear as if a&l that dwelîi part, and were either toc
serieus or tee transceudental te bo distussedl at or-
dinary limes and le ordinazy loues. And then wbes
these tanceras cf the seuli and the. çnd. ro,%dtous
lhings connected Ilwith 111e and salvation 0 art
brought up, haw frequentiy do a=n assume a fasais
toue of voice, and mîrange, stllted fort's of speech, as
unnalural and forced as can toi wil! imagiued, and as
far as possible removed frein the way ie which they
discuis every other subject, or indicate bow they arn
disposed te every otha interest Lirop mbt very
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