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What a change trom te nî%mosphiere o et hurcb,
Courts, se oten chargcd %wmth noxious vapours, ta that
cf the nursery I Anti yet whant subtle invisible lincs
otconnectionnnbetwccn the îwa. For cvery beardeti
mn in ta ndcr Assernbly was citre a chilti, with, cyts
wtde opta upan the wonderland of lite, andi front theze
nurseries shahl came the professors. nioderators. Min.
isters anti eiders cf tire future Church WVhat a pity
the Churcb mets su titîle value on tite, and ofttlrei
dces ltîle cisc than sprinkle them with a huitt colti
water, anti leave them ta shtiît for theinselves tîlI they
come ln riper years, if they ever corne nt ail, ta sck
admission Into hier mcmbership 1 Our theory là gcod,
our practlce bati. Our theory is that the chiltirea cf
beiieving parents ait dt jure andi de fiade members cf
the Church. WVe rugged Caivinîsis, so ofien mis-
premented andi abused, take a larger andi more loving
view cf the relationship cf aur chaltirca to -hrît andi
lis Church titan perhapi any other dcnomination.
That the Church is made up of believers and their
chiltiren is a definition cf it which mcml t a ur cc.re-
liglenists in this country ciîhcr rcpulate or fail prnc-
tically ta realize. Most, of tîtein ivîli admit that
regeneration may take place su soon that aIl miemory
cf it Is cbliterated, or sol impcrceptibly iltat tneniery
cf it is impossible. Practically, ltowever, la most
cvangelical-circies, chiltiren are lookcd upon smply as
possible subjects cf regeneration whca they cone ta
riper yoars. Anti if the English popular mind wcre
severeiy logical, which il is net, there should Se con-
siderable anxiety as ta the fate cf those who die in
infancy. Happiiy for English parents the~ English
mind is not severely logical, andti hey quietly assume
tbat if a child die in infancy it is ail sale, whereas if
It live it cati bave ne position as a member cf Christ's
Church titI at sorie periad, net cxactly deîermincd, it
bas conscously undergene a saving change. i3esides
ln ail sections cf English scciety there is a lingering
falth la tbe saving efficacy cf baptisi, which lielps ta
quiet apprebiensionm about the deati chiltiren, white il
fails apparentiy ta, excite aay praper anxicty about
titese wha survive A great deal bas been saiti about
the phrase Il cct infants » in the tenth chapter cf cur
Confession, and possibly saine of aur foretathers en-
tortaineti what seem ta us unreasonable fears that
sme infants might flot be of this elect. Such fears,
we believe, are a.thing cf the past. Dr. And!rrson,
Geo. Gilfillan (ia a noble sermon on this subjeci), anti
Logan, ahl of tbem sons cf îhe U3. P. Church, have
dorsa noble service in Ibis malter. Il sens te Se a
univerral conviction among Presbyîerians that ail
chUdtrea dying la infancy are safe, anti therefere in the
number cf thte elect, Seing l'regeacrateti anti saveti by
Christ through the Spirut, who worketh *whcn, anti
where, and hcw He pleasetb.» As to chiltiren who
survive, aur lheory is that îhey are memberi of tIr
Church.

It woulti net Se proper la a paper of this kindti l
enter iet the meatons fer holding titis doctrine. .As-
sume that t is the doctrine cf the Church, anti what
ffolows? This, that in the Church; cf the future, the
ideal Cburcb cf wbicb we ail have glinpies now anti
thon, tbere will Se ne conversions arnong the chiltiren
cf the Church, or very fow. The ch'ld is a member cf
the Churcit. XI is part cf bis birthrigltt. He beco mes
a subject cf Selieving prayer front the tlrst maoment of
bis existence. In recognition cf that inembership
baptini, is admitistereti, anti hi is selerniy dedicateti
te God. The parents, sensible of the influence cf
raller upoa spirit, anti attributing ne miagical virtue
le the baptismal waîer, or te prayer, untess means also
are useti, attend ta, the hcalth of bis seul as mnuch as
ta lhit of bis body. Every attention is aise paiti te bis
education anti tu bis recrcaîiens. As lie grcws up the
fater becomes bis faîher confesser, discl:arging natur-
aiîy anti by divine appoiniment those duties which the
Catholic, parent hantis aver ta the priest, andi wbich
tire Protestant too frequenîly neglects altogether.
Thus many fearful babits are prevcnîed or killeti in
the bud. la the Churcit cf the future we expect ta
flati parents bcstowing some cf that attention upan
the physical conditions of chilti life which i ncw
bestowed mainiy upon young cclts anti dogi. Such a
chilti grows up with ne soul.cansuming dread of Geti
in his beart, no Ftnse cf living la a spiritual world far
remote fron t hat in which bis parents and eiders live.

là ho net a Christian chttd? Dots he flot byve withln
the charmeti circle cf Church life? Ile bas been
laughît wlîat min ls, whaî the sins cf childhood tonc
olien tire, but alto how ta, gel riti of tltem. Nay, he
was taugltt ail about receming love first, anti bis finit
art cf consciaus sin was the min of a son, was rebeliion
against a liciventy Father, net Ihnt cf a ltle heathen
wrctcli îrhe knawm cf ne covenant relatianship bc-
îween hrinscîf andi an angry C'od. The thcught cf
Ictus is entwlneti wlt.'. tire earliest nmemories cf Hm
moiher, stands cut tht finit distinct Image in tht dimn
dawn of consclousness. Dots a paitieti expression
appear an bier face, il is foleowed by te tbought cf a
paineti, net an angry, leok on Hlm. Tht chilt i s
already a believer, as a believer he gins, as a believer
hie ls forgiven-unless any one wilt Se se daring as ta
affirin that a chilti cannaI Selieve, anti cannot Se for.
given. Anti md, impercepllbly, shawcrs cf divin. Influ-

eneail upon the yeung beari.
Ile growm up a happy child, sinlul -- t happy, for cati

lie have tht paint experlences cf a reprebate adult
or even of an adult Christian? Uli a bevor, anti
ha is happy enjoying everytiting la Ibis gloricus warld.
lic knows ltat there are dark places ho nust net enter
anti dark: ~ieeds lio must flot evea naine, but honte is
such a htappy place thal these places anti deedm filt
Ihim witb unutterable dread. Haome is paradise; ail
that would cxcludc hum (rant borne must Se bell. Ncr
bas thc Clturch been unmintifut ofblim ln the tenti-
tivne. H-is father, Seing priest at hante, bas flot
butnded hlm over ta the care of the average Sunuiay
school tcachcr cr sent hum ta, a children's service wih
ils dieary platioudes, mail chiltiish andi yet mail un-
chiltiuike in many cases. Ht ha!rgiven hlma religicus
training aI honte. But the lad bas learneti ta, love the
Churcb anti tbe minuster. Tht sermon alita flics over
his bead, anti why flot ? Dees net the conversation
cf bis seniors cften do se, anti yet the lad likes ta lis.
ten. But there is the singing, reading anti prayer.
Tht habit is tormeti cf attending churcit as anc baving
a righî te Se there. Then cornes thetlime cf decision
which synchronizes wiîh cpening manheod, net a
turne cf startîcti thought upon dreati anti unfamiliar
realities, but a spiritual cnming of age, and hie takes
bis place aI tht communion table with a joy anti a
pritie, as of saine young patriet now enroileti in bis
counlry's armies, now privilegeti with a voice la bier
affairs.

WVc bave Seen drawing flot a fancy picture as saine
may îhink, but an ideal picture, one realizeti soin*-
limes in the preserit day, anti destineti ta Se realizeti
iacreasingly la the future. Anti we wculd ask seri-
cusly, dots aur practice correspond witb our creeti?
Are flot tnny parents ia aur Ch-arch hoping that their
chiltiren niay sornthow or ether Se converteti in aCter
lite insteati cf makîng every effort te secure Iheir re.,
generatienilachtldhaod. If tbe doctertldthemnthat
their chilti bati a tendency te, cansumptien they woulti
seek te check tht disease by ced liver cil, fresh air,
exercise, anti every allier expedient that parental
anxtcty cati dictate. WVbat woulti be tbe thought cf
the parent wha shoulti neglect tht disease till tht chilti
was faurteen, anti take it then ta the physician ta Se
cureti? Anti not lets foolish andi wicktd are those
parents wbo would substitute the perdlons expedient
ai a conversion, braught about by violent appeals te,
the emotional nature in boybooti or ycuth, for tht gen-
île growth in piety whicb we bave tiesribed.

Ail that wc bave saiti is quile consistent witb tht
doctrine of original sin. 0f course tht taint is tbere
la tht brigla test anti the bail. But the mether cf a
disea.eti chtld dots not. territy it by perpetuaily dwell-
ing an thte tilseae; site dos aIl ltaI leving care andi
medical skiil cati do te, expel i fromn tht system. Anti
we believe in election. %Ve are Calvinisîs. WViîbno
savage glee, wiîh infinite sorrcw rather, we reccgrnze
tht mysterious fact that ait these mens Mnay (ail, anti
tht Esau nature bc developei, anti the chilti cf perdi-
tion ernerge from tht bosoin cf a Christian tarnily. But
shtoulti that hinder us froin believing la tht promises
of Goti wbich are te us anti ta aur chiltirea? If we
believe that in mosl cases chiltiren wha are well feti,
well traineti, anti developed, wll grow up tuobe beality
men anti wornen, shall we abandon aIl faithin l tht
ardinary sequences cf nature whea we enter tht spirit-
ual spitere? Dots it niake ne différence, dos it
courit fer notbing hn most cases, taI a chilti is a Se-
Iieve>s chl; anti if it dots not, whose blame is it?'
Is hi tht bhaine cf the parents cr cf tht children?1 Anti'
if it is atimitteti that being lte citili of a believer does
ceunI for something in manX cases, why fot use every

effort su that it May count for sotnethlng in eym case?
Here It scems ta us that our Clîurch hai a gtat
advantage over others tuaIt mlgbt bc named. In a
country where the churchies are vibratlng bctween the
hot fit of a ravivai andi the colti it of a reaction front
it, seking tu do in a week or two of spi3nmOdteffort
what ought ta be the growth of years, what permanent
resulis rnlght we flot achieve, and what a happy Influ.
ence rnight we flot exert upan our neighbours, If w.
coultil anly carry out aut theory about baptismn *nd
Clîurch membership ta is legitimate Imste. %Ve hear
a gr..at deal about the muccess cf the methods so
popular aîuong out Nonconormist nelghbours. %Ve
dcn't hear much about the ghastly (allures, about those
who ate galvanized iot a semblance of spiiual liffe
only ta, faIt back Again iat a worse kind cf spiritual
dcath. I Is ta be feared thatilamany cf ur churches
the young are na longer looketi upon as the children
cf the covenant. No wonder niany Presbyterlans
think sa, litle cf baptIsrn whea they realice o melîttie
what il ineans both for children and parents If ottr
ministers baptize the children cf thase who are flot
protessing Christians, and if, instead cf seeking to
train up the chiltiren as Chrisîlans ln the Chrýs1Iaii
Laidi, they bring sanie Ignorant evarigelist ncw and
then itt their churches te canvert the young peope
they neci flot sny rnuch about the Church cf the
future. It wiIl bc a poor Church. We mhiI have
plenty cf that ibraill ietalllc sort cf picty sol communs
ln titis country, plenty cf materlalistic devotian and
sensationat preaching, but very littie cf that tnanly,
undernonstrative, yct thorcughly heartfelt religion,
which bas madie Plrosbyterianitn a power ln lte past.
Ta those who wish aur cause ta prasper in England
we wotild say, IlTake care cf the children, PA)e men
aTtid womn witt take care of themselves." Simply to,
work eut our cwa creed, andi follow the exampleof our
grealest leaders and thinkers la the past,will mave us
from that breach between religion and culture, betweea
sacred and secular lite, front that vulgarizing of the
spiritual, and that'attempt aI spif..jalizing the vulgar,
which is se characteristic of a greal deal cf the Churcit
life which we see arounti us.-Lorndon Wee*ly Review.

GiET NEA RER.

Some people imagine tat mai is extinct. Certain
pulpits secin ta be pitcheti se far away frein the sub.
lime mounitain that its august pcak is no longer visi.
ble, andi its righîeous thunders agaiaît sia are ne
langer audible. WVith this scitoal cf rose-water minis.
ters the theology cf law is veted obsolette anli "hrobar.
eus ; the world Is ta be tameti and sweetened and
sancttiied entitîely by a theology of love. Tbey preacit-
a cne.sided Goti-al mercy and ne justice-with one-
lialf of His gloricus aîuibutes put under eclipse.
Evert siriners are flot ta, be warned, with tears and
entreaties, ta flee frem the wz-atb ta corne They are
ta be coaxed int holiness by a magicai process which
makes nothing cf repentance, and simply requtes a.
1"faith » which coîts ne more labour thaï the snap cf
a finger. This shallow system may produce long rails
cf converti, but it dots not produce solid, subsoiled
Christians.-Dr. Cuyter.

RELIEF IN ONE'S IVORK.

Successtul workers wiII geaerally Se faund tu be
these who believe the most inîensely. Even in speeci,
the cffectaveness cf an utterance may aften be ratas-
ured by the force cf the conviction that prompted it.
Mucit more is it truc cf work, th-it its resuis ikpend
largely upon the faitb with wbich we pursue it. Se cf
a mans moral convictions ; if they art feeble, his
maral life wilt bc feeble aisa. If lie utters a trutb, il
wili carry the impression that lie i5 in smre dcubt
about IL; andi evea the nmost palpable mtrin migbt be
taken from bis lips at a discaunt.

Apply the principle te a mant in business. Uet hm
Selieve tboroughly ta bis work, that it is honaurable
and may Se rade profitable, and bie will Se Iikely to,
pursue kt more entbusiustically and earnestly, and if
there are eiter dollars or honeurs in it ho wmill be
pretty sure te, gain thtm. A brickmaker with a fim
conviction that there i a fortune in bis bank of clay
would Se much more likely ta realite it titan the owner
cf a gcld mine whe dcubted the succemi of warldng 11.

OnIy let one's convictions Se strong enough to
stand alone, and there need be few féars but they wilI
rnake their way. Their intensity will overtcome not
cnly ort's own doubt--, but those of alter people,
They wMl laugh at clouds, and 'conte botmndng int
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