
DR. ADAM CLARKE ON VESTMENTS.

In these days, when there is a great coatrovorsy amongst the clergy as to where-
withal they shall be cloLhied, it is perhaps as weil to give the, puùblic Dr. Adam
Clarke's (Wesleyan rainister) opinion on this vexed subjeet. Lt is to be found in
bis well-known learned cornmentary, Exodus xxvii., v. 2, -"And thou shait make
holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for'beauty." His note ia as
follows :

Four articles of dress wero preseribed for »the priests in ordinary, and four more
for the higb pricst. Those for the priests in general were a coat, drnwers, a girdie
and a bonnet. Besides these, the high priest had a robe, an ephod, a breastplate,
and a plate or <ia(lem of gold on bis forobead. The gazhxents, s*ays the sacred bis-
torian were for honour and for beauty. .They wore emblernatieal of the ofaee in
whieh they ministered. lst. Lt was honourable. Tiily were ininiste Of the 4 Most

E igh, and employed by Him ini transacting the mosC implrtant conce
God and Ris people --conceras in whicb ail the attributes ot the Divine Bein, were
interested, as %vell as those 'which referred te the present and eternal happiness of
.His creatures. 2nd. They were for beauty. They were emblematical of -His
holines and purity which, èver characterize tbé Divine nature, and the worship
wbich is wortby of Him, and whicb are essentially necessary te ail those wbo wish
to serve Rira la the beauty of holiness here below, and without wjiich none caa
ever see is face in the realrns of glory.- Should net thegarmnats of ail those who
minister ini boiy things, stili be emblemticafrn the things in which they minister?
Should tbey not be for glory and beauty, expressivê' of tbe dîgnity of the gospel
ministry, and that beanty of boliaes without wbieh noue can see the Lord ? As
the higb priest's vestmcnts,. under the law, wère emblemnatical of wbat was te corne,
shouId flot the vestments of the niinisters of the gospel bear some resemblance of
what is te corne? Is thon the disinal black now worn by almost ail kinds of priests
and ministers for glory and beauty ? Is it erablematical of anytbing that is good,
glorious,and excellent? How unbccoming of the glad tidings aanounc'ed b y Chirist-
ian ministers, is a celer. emblematical of nothing but mourning and woe, sin,
desolation and death! How iaconsisteat the habit andbffce of these amen ! Should
it be said, -"these arc only shadows and arc uselcss, because the substande is corne."
I ask, wby then is, black almost universally worn ? 'Why is a particular celor
preferred, if there be ne signification ini any 'I s thora not a danger that. in our
zeal against shadows, we shall destroy or essentially change tbe substance itself ?
Would not the ame sort of argumentation excînde water ia baptism, and bread and
wine in the Sacrament of the Lord's ýupper ? The white surpiice ia the service of
the Cbarch is almost .the qpIy thing that remains of these ancient and beeeming
vestments which God commauded te be mnade for glory and beauty. Clothing,
emblematical of offce, is of more e-onsequenee thiia is geîierally irnagied. Wcre
the great offcers of the Crown, and td'great offcers. of justice, te cIote theaiselves
like the common people when thoy appear ia their public capaeity, both their persons
and their decisions would be soon hald ia ittie estimation.

Tnuvr iS Mn admirable -expression in the first Collect in the morng prayer,
Thy ervce s pefec fredom" Ad anobl frcdo itis, te bave the seul

releaseil froni the insupportable slavery of ignorance and vice, ana set at ibherty te
range in.the 8pacious and delicious plains of wisdom and virtue; te bave it deliv-
erc from the harsh ana turbulent tyranny of insulting passions, and estâblish it

under the gentie and delightfnl governient of right reason.


