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ON PRAYER.
BY SAINT CHYSOSTOM,

Prayor is an all-efficiont pauoply; a treasure un-
diminished , amino which 1s nover oxhausted ; a sky
unobscured by clouas; a haven unrufiled by the
atorm; it is tho root, tho fountain, and tho mothar
of a thousand blossings. 1 apoeak not of tho prayer
which is cold, aad fecblio, and dovoid of energy: |
spoak of that which 1s the child of a contrite spinit,
tﬁo offspring of a soul converted, born 1n a blazo of
unutterablo inspiration, and winged, hke lightning,
for tho skies.

Tho potency of prayoer hath subdued the streugth
of fire; it hath bridled tho rago of lions; husbed
anarchy to rost; extinguished wars; appoased the
cloments ; expolled demons; burst tho chamns of
death; oxpanded tho gates of heaven; assuaged dis-
casos; repolled frauds; rescued citios from destruc-
sion; it hath stayed tho sun in its course, and arrost-
ed tho progross of the thuaderbolt; in a word, it
hath destroyed whatover is an oonemy to man.
again ropeat, that I speak not of the prayer engon-
dored by tho lips; but of that which asconds from
tho recessos of the hoart. Assuredly, there is nothing
anord potent than it; yes, there is nothing compara-
bletoit. A monarch vested ingorgeous habiliments,
is far less illustrious thau a koceling suppliant, ou-
nobled und adorned by communion wiu}; Il)nis God.—
Consider how august a priviloge it is, whon angels
are present, and archangels throng around ; when
cherubim and soraphim cucircle with their blaze the
throne; that a mortalmay approach with unrestrain-
ed confidonce, and converse with heaven's dread
Sovercign! Oh! what honour was ever conferred
like this! When a Cbristian stretches forth bhis
hands and invokes bis Gud, in that momont he leaves
behind bim all terrestrial pursuits, and traverses on
the wings of intellect the realms of light! he contom-
plates celestial objects only, and kuows not of the
prescat stato of things during tho period of his pray-
er; provided that prayor be breathed with fervency.
Could we but pray with forvency; could we pray
with a soul resuscitated, & mind awakened, an un-
derstanding quickened, then wero Satan to appear,
bo would instantancously fly ; were the gates of hels
to yawp upon us, thov would close again.

rayer is a haven to the shipwreeked marinor ;—
an anchor unto them that are sinkiog in the waves,
a stafl' to the limbs that totter ; a mino of jowels to
the poor, a sccurity to the rich, a healer of discase,
and a guardian of health. Prayer at onco sccures
tho continuance of our blessings, and disipates the
cloud of our calamities. O prayer! O blessed
prayer —Thou art the unwearied couquerer of hu-
manwoes ; the firm foundation ofhuman happiness;
tho source of ever-during joy: thc mother otp tulo-
sophy! The man who can pray truly, though lan-
guishing in extremost indigence, is richer thau all
eside ; whilst the wretch who never bowed the
kuce, though proudly seated as monarch of the na-
tions, is of all men most destitute.

Let us then direct our thoughts to Him that was
poor, yet rich ; rich because he was poor. Let us
overlook tho enjoyments of the present, and desire
the blessing of the future; for so shall we obtain tho
blessings of the present and the future. Oh! may
wo all obtain them through the grace and beaefi-
«enco of Christ our Lord ; to whom, with the Father
2ud the Holy Spirit, be aseribod all glory, now and
for overmore! Amen.
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A REMARKABLE DREAM.
Communicated by a Lady.

Preliminary Observations.

‘There art not many phenomeaa of frequent aceur-
renco, thatseem more inexplicablo than Dreams.
The impressions, of which ourminds are susceptible
during the scason of repose, are certainly a branch
of intellectual philosophy ; but as the sciencs of the
hunian mindisstill in a state of comparativo infancy,
tho light by which we arc guided in our resoarches,
respecting the causo of dreams, is little more than
that which the sanctions of authority enablo plausible
conjecture to impart.

fn his ¢ Elements of the Philosophy of the Human
Mind,” Profossor Dugald Stowart hus discussod the
subject of dreaming with his usual acutencss and
porspicuity.  According to the hypothiesis of this
Justly celcbrated hllosorbor, our droams are fre-
quently suggested by bodily scosations, with which

Jarticular ideas aro strosgly associated. Thoy aro
also, ho concoives, influcneed hy tho peculiar tempor
of tho mind, varyiog in their complexion, accordiug
as our habitual disposition at tho time inclines us to
cheerfulness or melancholy. Of many important
facts immediatoly connected with droaming, this
learned Profossor has takon particular notico; so
that his various ohsorvations tend in the aggregato,
to throw more light on this interesting hut obscure
phenomenon, than perhaps those of any of his pro-
decessors.

But whatever opinfons wo may form of the origin
and nature of droams, the evidenca of their oxistence
will admit of no dispute. Amoung those which havo
been recorded, many appear too striking in their
coincidences with subsequent facts, notto arrest the
attontion of every thoughtful roader. And in cases
where thoy precedo ovonts which could not have
been anticipated, but which afterwards ariso and
almost prove thom to have been prophetic, we find
ourselvos at a loss how to account for them on any
hypothesis, to our owu rational satisfaction.

he following is the substance of a remarkablo
Droam, related by the late Rev. R. Bowden of
Darwen, who committed it to writing from the lips
of tho person to whom the drcam happened on the
oveoning of May 30, 1813.
THE DREAM.

A Gospel minister of ovangelica. principles,
whose name, from the circumstances that occurred,
it will be nccessary to conceal, being much fatugued,
at the conclusion of the afternvon service, rotired to
to his apartment i order to take a little rest. He
had not long reclined upon his couch, buiore he
foll asleep and began to dream.~—1le dreamed, that
on walking into his garden, hoentered a bower that
had been erected in it, where he sat down to read
and meditate. While thus employed, he thought
that he heard some porson enter the garden; and
leaving his bower, ho immediatoly hastened towards
the spot whence the sound seemed to como in order
to discover who it was that had entered. He had
not proceeded far, before ie discerned a particular
friond of his, a Gospel minister of considerablo ta-
lents, who had rendened himself very popular by s
zealous and unwearied oxertions in the cause of
Christ.

On approaching his friead, he was surprised to
find that this countenance was covercd with a gloom
which it had not been accustomed to wear, and that
1t strongly 1adicated a violeat agitation of mind, ap-
parently arising from conscious remorse. After the
usual salutations had pussed, his friend asked the
relater the time of the day? to which ho replied,
«Twenty-five minutes after Four.” On hearing
this, the stranger said, ¢ [t is only one hour since
I died, and now I am damned.—+ Damaned, for
what?” juquired the droaming minister.—*It is
not,” said he, * because I have not proached the
Guspel, ncither is it because I have not been render-
od useful; for I have now many seals to my wmin-
istry, that can bear tesumony to the truth as it 15 1n
Jesus, wrich theyhave received from my lips; but
itis because I have boen accumulating to myself
tho applauso of wen, more than the houour which
cometh fromn above; and verily I have my reward.”
Having uttored these expressions, he hastily disap-
peared, and was’seen 10 more.

The minister awaking shortly afterwards, with the
contents of his dream deeply engraven on his memo-
ry, procecded, overwhelm with serious reflections,
towurds his chapel, in order to conduct his evening
service. On his way thither, he was accosted by a
fricnd, who cenquired whether he had heard the severe
loss the Church had sustained in the death of that
able minister ##¢*s¢,  He replied, « No :” but being
mach affected at this sin&ular is .2lligence, he enqui-
red of him the day, anl time of the day, when his
departure took place. To this his friend replied,

- This afternoon, at Twenty-.ﬁve wisutes after Three

o'clock V' Imperial Magazine.
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A PRACTICAL FARMER.

A practical farmer, whosa livelihood depends up-
on ls calling, should make it tho pinnacle of his
worldly ambition ‘to excelin it. If he ancglect his
farm for any thing else, ho is genorally a loser both
in interest and credit.  Solomon, tho wisest observ-
er of men and zbin?. tolls us of his disgust at tho
sight of a slovenly farmer. *I went by the ficld of
the slothful—zud lo, it was all grown over with
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thorns, and nettles had covered the face ihereof, and
tho stone wall was all broken down.” Owneny
whero art thou? Perhaps dozing away thy timo in
slumbor and sloth, or spending thy time at the
tavorn, or porhaps dreaming of promotion, or on-
gaged in tho business of sumo petty office. Bottor
mind thy own proper businoss, e{so s elso v shail
thy poverty come as an armed mun.” A farmer, on
the other hand, who keops his land and his stock i
oxcellent order, need not bo ashamed oven if Solo-
mon himself wero passing by. Every passiog tra-
vellor, no sooner casts his eyes over such a frem,
than ho honors tho proprietor in his hoart. The
proprictor, morecver, s sure to teccive for his pains,

somothing that is moro solid thap honor, A com-

fortable, decont livelihood, for which ho is indebted
to Him only whose is tho earth and the fuiness
thoreof.—Ct. Courant.
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# The man who has bren the slave of intemper-
ance must renounco her altogether, or she will in-
sensibly reassumo hor despotic power; with such a
mistress, if he scriously mean to dwcard her, he
must indulfo himself in no dalliance or delay. Ie
must not allow his lips a taste of her former fascina-
tion. Webb, the celebrated walker. who was re-
markablo for vigor, both of body and mind, drank
nothing but water.  Ho was one day recommending
hie regimon to a friend who loved wine, and urged
him, with great earnestness, to quita course of luxury,
by which his bealth and intelleet would be equali
destroyed. ‘Tho geatleman appeared convmccf,
and told him ¢ that he wonld conform to bis coun-
sel, though ho thought he could bot change his
course ofg lifo at once, but would leave off strong li-
quors by degrees" ¢Dy degrees,” exclaimed tho
other with indigunation, * if you should unhappily fall
into the fire, would you caution your scrvants to
pull you out only by degrees 7'
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It is said of Queen Mary 11, that she ordered good
books to be laid in the places of attendance, thay
persons might not be idle while they were in their
turns of serviee. She gave her minutes of leisure to
architecture ard gardening; and singe it employed
many hands, she said, she hoped it wonld be forgiven
ker, . .
How peculiarly useful may females be in a domes-
tic state! In many cases, observes one, the apinion
of the wife may be preferuble to that of “our own.—
Their judgment may be less clouded by interest —
they stand back from the objects; we are too near;
they are cool and calm; we, by beingin the scenc,
are ruffled and inflamed. An eminent minister a few
years ago, in a publication, declared to the world,
that he had never, in any particular business, acteu
contrary to the suggestions of his wife, withous huving
reason afierwards to repeat of it.
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Fase Nawurs.—Nothing can be so dangerous to
virtue, as the soft names thad arc given to Vice,
dressed in the engaging shape of “amiuble indiscre-
tions,” and “venial errors,” or perhaps in the bolder
attire of “those frailties that Zonour the heart® We
must take some time to veflect, before we ean disco-
ver that we are spenking of Sin, the daughter of
Satan, and mother of Death,
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PaTiexce 1x Arructios.—In affliction, constrain
yourself to bear patiently for a day or so, merely for
the sake of trying whether patience does not lighten
the burthen.—If the experiment answers, as you witl
uadoubtedly fird, you have only to continuc’it,

‘Lewis of Bayer, emperor of Germany, used to say,
“ Thosc goods are worth getting and owning that
will not stak or wash away if a shipwreck happen, but
will swim out and continue with us.” Al svirituat
blessings are of this kind. :
——
We arc commanded to offer the sactifice of praise
to God continually. The fire of divine love and holy
grutitude on the altar of the heart, mus neyer go
out, but be fed oud fanned with unceasing watchful-
ness and care.
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ANECDOTE OF HEKRY V.

Heary V. king of Franco was desired to punish
an author who had writtea sume free tatives on the
Court. *It would bo against my conscience,” ro-
pliod the king, ** to trouble an honest maa for bav-
ing told ths truth.” ‘



