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" on the surface, and find its way readily to tho

ground in small particles rendy to be dissolved and
carricd down to the hungry motiths below that are
reaching out in every divection tor food. Manure
or compost applied in Iumps is of very little value
in enriching the soil  The surface manuving
should DLe dune carly, in ovder to have the best
effect on the crop of next scason. If the manure is
reduced to the proper condition of finenesy, and is
not already exhaling its valuable propertics in the
process of fermentation, there is no occeasion to fear
loss by evaporation. Its nutritive propertics will
be drawn downward to mect the requirements of
the growing grass.— 1. Reo d «nd Lamer.,

FARM GLEANINGS.

Iingland uses 83,600 tuns of bone-dnst and 210.-
000 tuns of guano a year.

New York, which used to be the great wheat-
growing State of the Union, now produces fourteen
million bushels less than her people consume

The Andrew (Iowa) Jo n Isaysthatihe largest
hav field in that county is ncar the month of the
Maquoketa river. It comprises 3,00 acres

A farmer who runs his fimm without a record of
expenses ane the cost of different crops, is like a
ship without a compass or & log took.

IIr. Greeley, on Deing asked by a Pennsylvania
farmer why he didat wiite & new work entitled
# What I Don't Know of Farming,” is said to have
replied that life was too short.

No wonder that we have a close moncy market in
the country, and that the rural population complain
of hard times—hard times that this system of bad
management will always insure.”

The De't: says that George W. Tift, of Buffalo, N.

Y , has about 3,000 acves of land located about nine
miles north of Avoca, Towa, out of which he pro-
poses to make a model farm, #nd designs tscerfain-
ing if Chinamen will make geod fomers, and to
that end will import fitty Johnnics carly next
Spring. He has 2 readv contracted for the build-
ing of an entensive row  of houses for their accom-
modation.
" The French, by a simple process, reduce coarse
fish and fish offal to a fine pow 'ered soil fertili -cr,
The operation consis’s of hoil ng, presssing out of
oil and water, driing and pulverizing. Such a
powder contains twelve per cent, of nitrogen and
fourteen per cent. of bone carth. Ttis said to e
as valuable as Peruvian guano,

The Corat y Genlem n says that in making com-
post he ps, sait mav be sprinkled over each sucees-
sive laver of manure, at therate of 2 peck to aload,.
more or less, and this is a good way to apply it If
sown on the land 1t soon dissolves and is absorbed
by the soil, and hence the importance of spreading
it evenly, so that certain spots will not be over-
salted, while others bave none.

Hentt ead Ilome points to, a lesson from the
drouth in the fact tl at potatoes which were planted
on ornear the top of the ground in sections where
the drouth has been excessive, were hardlv worth
digging, whiie those in adjoining fields which were
put at the bottom of a deep furrow and never hilled
at all, yiclded well.

The Caunt y Gentlem: n says the only reason why
better crops of potatoes arc obtained from large

potatoes used for sced then from small oncs,
is that the former gave a greater supply of nutri-
ment to the young sprouts. [t says that so far as
any other reason is concerned one might as well
expect that using graft from a large trec would
produce larger trees that grafts from a small one of
the same kind,

M L. Dunlap thinks that a great trouble with
many farmers is that they % are too ambitious to get
rich at once; buy a large farm, get in dcbt for
material and labor, are compelled to sell a(} a bad
stage of the market, or when other work needs their
attention, and, if they do not fail, they have one
continual struggle for existence. Had they been
content to oprrate with their own capital and labor,

| they would hnve gradually visen to a higher position.

For the improvement of pastures the O fo Fumer
recommends that they be divided ; one half stocked
with sheep, and the other half with cows, and
alternate changes every Spring ; or by an entire
change from cows to sheep and from sheep to cows
evers few yenrs, always retaining a cow or two for
family use, The two, however, never to run together,

The New England Zome te d says that the pre-
sent season has witnessed the incugeration of a new
trade in garden vegetables between Chicago and
Boston.  ITubbard and Marrow sqnashes are shipped
from the latter to the former city, snd the price is
S18 por ton.  Early squashes sol:!l in Boston for $3
per dozon; but later the ueice paid realized to the
grower about $>0 per acre.

The practice of sowiag Spring wheat on plowed
up ficlds of Winter-killed wheat, is condemned by
some farmers. 1t is hield that the balance of fertil-
ity has been disturbed, and a crop has been grown
a young one it is true, but st 11 such a one a5 requi-
rod for its support what the land was capable of find-
ing, but which it could nof fiad for Loth Fall and
Spring wheat, cven where Fall wheat has been
ploughed under.

David Mosley in the New Englind Heme ic d
thus speaks of the use of lime in curing hay:
“ Last vear we purchased one barrel of guod line,
Laocked out the head and lct st aiv slake in the
barrel.  When we carted our hay we did not spoil
it by drying. TUnless it was very dry we put on
from two to three quarts per ton of hay, say one-
third of a ton,and then spread about one quart of
lime on the samne throngh both crops. We cut
about the sane guantity of second crop in good
scason  Our neighbor, Loewis, practiced the seme
on his hay cvop. We never had our hav s uni-
formly cured. Our horses and all our stock were
ben fited, T have done the same this scasou.  We
like it better than sult?

The Boston Journal of Clemistry says:

The order in which the different kinds of straw
stand relatively, as regards nutritive value, may be
presented thus: Oat straw, barley straw, wheat
straw, rve straw.  Unquestionably it will be for the
best interests of farmers in most sections to dimin-
ish theamount of straw used for litter, and increase
itsuse for fodder In many of the Northern States,
rye straw is of equal value with the best quality of
timothy, s it is used largely for bedding horses in
towns and cities. Of course where straw com-
mands such high prices, and is of such realy sa e it
would be absurd to feed itto animals. We must not
be understood in these remarks &5 holding to the




