
The Spirit FilIed Life I0

Then in the second dispensation « Ilis liai-e was called
Emmxanuel, wliich is God withi us"-and in the person of
Jesus Christ, God ttab'wniacled withi men. But man ktne%

irnu not. The whole philosophy of his life and the priiîciples
lie enunciated wvere inexplicable, and the practical ethies lie
inceulcated and urged upon thc con(luct of mari, were to them
the evident proof of lis mnadness. They continually mis-
understood him- and rmiscoristruied hlis simplest utterances.
And ainid the consistent inconsistency of self-centred, self-
seeking- huinanity lie stooci alone, the phienoinenion of history.
He said, '«It is expedient that I go aw'ay," and af ter the
resurrection and descent of the Holy Ghiost how often we
read of his own disciples saying, "iThis is whiat hie sai&.' while
hoe was yct wi bh ns."' 'Thus we hiave the thrice blessed privi-
lege of livingr in the thîrd, the dispensation of the Holy Ghiost.
Tfhe flrst is pushing, the. second is pulling, but the third is
pressing thc people of God. But it is just possible to Uc liv-
ing historically in the agre of the Spirit, but experiimentally
in the dispensation that is inarlced by pre-pentecostal wveak-
ness and unpardonable defeat.

(a) \Vhy was the promise of Acts i., 8 maiý,de ? It wvas
spoken to those to wvhon the Lord had said: "Yotir îîames
are -,vritten in lîeaven," and it is a noteworthy fact, the word
explicitly states, that the iother of Jesus wvas in the upper
roomi when the baptisii of fire fell.

Between the death of Jul jus Cisar and that of Suetornus
thc historiari, thiere lived a gralaxy of luminaries, such. as no
other century of huinan history lias ever surpassed, of
lîistorians, essayists.. satirists, poets and philosophers in
abundance. It Nvas a period of great intelligence. Jesus
thirew ail the efforts and excellencies of four thousand years
upon the scales, and they were found wanting.

Demosthenes, the prince of orators, hiad livcd and died
and the worldï was unredeemed ; Plato, the prince of thinkers,
liad passed away and the ideal republie w'as stili a dreani.
Aristotie, the master of logicians, had failed to mix the heal-
ingy cup. liomer, thec king of poets, liad swept the keýy board
of rythinic theorcins, and stili the wvorld wailed out its woe.

105


