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PLEASANT HOURS. Q7
THE QUEEN 8 GIFT. NORWEGIAN SNO“{-S[IOE, OoR SCOFFING YOUTHS. whi_vh sho thinks would interest her
' ./HERE English daisios blossom SKEE RACING. N cmiaent minister recently 3‘!.:}):3"m‘;oi:'n;:p‘g‘:ﬂ‘l‘o loxl;';:
‘“ y . :l";lhf lnfu:l' ';:3‘?3-1:31%' @NE of t.hg mosat populn.- winter went to preach at a little towy, ward the Q icen goos to mm'l,w, ronm
Beneath the fedt of Sprivg, sports in Nurway is skee-| (oo on the West Coust.  Afies | ar 10 anotbor tont, and proceeds to th
S racing. A wtecp hill is the usual prayecd aod praises, | buginess of tho duy ; thero aro seldum

Two little sistors wandered,
Toguther, hmr}‘!nhbnud,

Aloog the dusty highway
'i‘n’fu bate teyez soiled and taoned.

'Twas not % chillish sarcow
Toat tilled their eyes with teara;
Ther little hearts were burdeuved
with gricf beyond suuir yeara.

The brigbt-eyed dai ics blossomed
1n valiey and 1 glon,

Tho robius sang tLeir sweo'est,
Sprivg swiled—but not for them

Beneath tho troes of Whitchall,
Wit.io their shadow brown,
From «ut the royal palace
‘I'no Queen cauv walkiog down,

She saw the children standing,
Tugether, sido Ly 8 de,

Aud, gazing down with pity,
She arked them why they cried,

¢ Dear Lady." said the eldest,
4 My ULtde aiscer Beas
And 1 bave come together
A handred males, 1 guess,

* Sometimes the roads were dusty,
And sometitnes they were green ;
We're very tired 2nd buogey—
\Ve want to sce the Queeu,

*“For mother's aick, dear Lady,
She cr ¢s 'mose all the day ;
Wo hea her te ling Jesus,
\hen she thinks we'roat play.

“ She tells Him all abaut it,
How when King Jawes was King,
W o wore 50 ricn aud bappy
And had 'most everything.

““TWe had ourown desr father,
At home beside the Tuames,
Buc father went to hattle
Because hetoved King James,

‘* Aad then things were so differcnt—
[ can not tels y u how.
We have v't any father,
Nor any nice things now,

*¢ Last night, our mother told us
They 'd take our bome away,
And leave us withs ut any,
Because she could u't pay.

““So then we came togsther,
R gat through the m-adow groen,
Aund jraved for God to help us,
And take us to the Qacen ;

‘' B-canse mamma once told us

‘Taat, mavy  cars agn,

Tae Queen wus James” listle gird,
Aad, Lady, if twasso,

*1 know sholl let us keep it,—
O1r h .mo beawde tuo hames,—

For we have conie 10 ask her,
And Father loved K.ng James.”

Her simplestory finished,

She gazed up in surprse,
To see tue lovely laay

With tear.drops in her eyes.

Aund when the English robios
Had svught cach dowey pest,
And wh-n  he bright-ey ed daisies,
Dow-demp, bad go.o to rest,

A carringe, such as never
Had passed that way beflore,
Sat down two littlo cuildren
Beside the widow'z door.

They brooght the weeping mother
A packsge from the%t:goen.

Her royal acal was oait,
Arngd, folded in between,
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**The u%:ze: of l%ing James
Gives to these littlo children
Their home bosids the Tozmes.”

—Rose Harwick Thorpe, in St Nickolas,
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selecred by the committee
which is to have charge of the ruce,
und ull the best skeeranners in the
dustrict cuter their names, eager to
engage in the contest, Tho track is
cleured of all accidental obatructions,
but if there happens to be a stone or
wooutn feuco cros-ing it, the snow is
dug nway on the lower side of it and
piled up sbove it. The object i3 to
obtain what is called » ¢ jump.” The
skee-runner, of course, coming at full
speed down the slope will slide out
over this *jump,” shooting right out
into the air and coming down either
on his feet or any other convenient
p rtion of his unutomy, as the case
may be. To keep one's footing, and
patticularly 10 prevent tho skees from
vec.mng crossed while in the air, ace
tue mosy difficult feats conuected with
skee-rucing ; aad it is no unusual thing
to sesc even an excellest skeo-runvse
plunging beadlong into the snow,
whule bis skees pursue an independent
rece down the track and tell the spec-
tacwors of his failure. Properly speak-
ing, a skee-race is not & race—not a
west of speed, but a tost of skill, for
two runn rs rar<ly start simul ane-
ously, a8, in case one of them should
fall, the other could not possibly stop,
und wight not even have the time to
chunge hia course. He would thus be
1n danger of running into his com-
petitor, and conld hardly avoid maim-
mg him seriously. If there were
soveral parallel track+, st a distance of
tweaty to thirty feet from each other,
there would, of course, be less risk in
having the runners start together.
Usually, & number full in the fisst run,
uud those who have not fallen then
continue the contest unlil one gains
the palm. If, as occasionully happens,
the competi ion i3 narrowed down to
two, who ore ubont evenly matched, a
proposal to run without staves is apt
to result in a decisive victory for one
or the other.

It can hardly be conceived how ex-
citing these contests are, not only to
the skeerunners themselves, but, also,
to the spectators, male and femwale,
who gather in groups along the track
snd cheer their friends as they pass,
waving their bundkerchiefs, and greet-
ing wita deritive cries the mishaps
which are in-eparable from the sport.
—U. U. Boyesen, in St. Nicholus.

HAVE A SWEET VOICE, GIRLS.

RERE half the pains which is
MAY$ often taken to cultivate the
e voice in song bestowed upor
its tones as used in speech, social inter
eounve would gain a very great charm,
We bear barsh, metallic voices. which
are cracked, s discord running throngh
their cadences. Nobody can be where
a number of ladies are gathered with-
out being struck by the lack of culture
which is evidenced in disagreeable
voices, A sweetly-modulated voice in
conversation is delightful and restful.
In educiting tbe young, example is
more potential than precept; scod if
mothers and toachers always spoke
with gentlencss, and were careful to
Jet their voices be clear and distinct,
dropping from their lips like finished
coin, a great benefit wonld accrue to
the attractivenecss of social intercoursa.

the preacher read his toxt, nud was
ubout to proceed with bis sermon,
when he suldenly paused, leanivg hus
bead on the pu'pit, und remained silen:
for a fow munema It was imagioned
that ho had become iadisposed ; but he
8000 recovered bimse f. and, uddres<ing
the congregation, said that b fure euter
ing upon his discourse o begged to
nureats to them a short avecdote. ¢ I
18 now exactly fifteon years® bo said,
‘“gince I wus last within this pace ol
worship ; and the occasion was, na
aiany here may probably remoaber,
the very same us that which lws now
brought us together. Amongst thowe
who came hitlur that evoniug were
thres dissolute youog men, who came
not only with the intention of insulting
aud mooking the venerable pastor, but
sven with stones in their pickets 1o
throw at him us ho stood in the pulpir,
Acoordinglv, they had not attended
long to the direourre, when one of them
said impatiently, ¢ Why need we listen
any longer to the blockhead 7—throw !
But the second stopped hiw, saying,
‘Lot us first see what he mukes of
this point.’ The curiusity of the latter
was no sooner satisfied than he tou
said, ¢ Ay, confound bum, it is only as
I expected-—throw now !’ But bere
the third interpised, and samd, ¢l
would be better altozether to give up
the design which has brought us here’
At this remark his two asssciates tock
uffmce, and left the placs, while he
himself remained to the end. Now,
anark, by brethren,” continued the
preacher, with much emotion, ¢ what
were afterwards the severul futes of
thase young men. The first - wus
hanged many years ago for the crime
of forgery ; the sccond is pow lying
xgxder sentence of death for marder
the gaol of this city. The third, my
brethren "—and the speaker's agitation
here became excessive, while he paused
aod wiped the large drops from his
Lrow—* the third, my brethren, is he
who i3 now about to address you—
listen to him.”

QUEEN VICTORIA AT HOME.

HEN the Assistant Elitor

of the Christian Advocate
was in L.ndun he mado a
visit with several friends
to Windsor Custle, the principal resi.
dencs of the Bovereign of Eoglund, and
now tbe chiut home of Queen Viciona
The Queen was absent on a visit to
Scotlaud, but we were courteously
shown through most of the historc
royal apurtments, s also through the
several most interesting groups of
buildings, gardens, and parks wiich go
to make up that most meguificent
royal home.

Nothing, however,interested us more
than the responses of the guide to our
questiona concerning the daily official
duties and bome habits of the Qu-en.
“Yonder,” said he, *“is Frogmore, and
if the day i8 pleesant the Queen always
drives there in an open carriuge and
breakiasts. If tho weather iz hot the
tablo is sprezd for her in a tent on tho
lawn, where, al8o, sho reads her private
lotters and newspapers.” The Queen
never takes up a newspaper thut has
not been previously perused by a lady-

in-waiting, who marks all the passuges

Iexs than twonty aud often morv than
thirty boxes to bo gune through, sand »
groom i kept o ustaotly sudin_ between
the Q ieen &t Frogmore und Sar Hemy
P.nmonby at the Castle.

Aftrt.ubont threo hourn of incearant
work Her Majeaty drives back to the
Castle wih tho boxes in the carriuge,
and they are then carriod up staus on
a trav, und sorted aud Cerpached by
Sir Henry Ponsonby, Then Hor
Majesiy lunches with Princors Beatitor,
and any other mombers of her thuity
who are at tho Cutlo, aml, uzaleas
there is any ceresmony of S ate ap-
pomnted for the day, they witorward
tuke a walk in the sunk gevden or on
tho slopey, nud Jater go out fur » drive.
On their return they reiire for a lictle
wg-ssary rest befure prejaring for
dwiner, which brings the day's visiturs,
Che only part of the Queon's daily
routine which never variesis tho murs-
ing work, which comes as togulatly as
thatof any clerk iu the city, aud every
thing 13 douns by Her Baj &'y with
copscientions thoroughness, T'on Queen
loaka into every thang herself, and 1he
putlic bave littie idea of the prodigivus
namber and varioty of thu rubj ctas
waich ¢sme befrs ber fur decision, It
is an nxiom among all who huvoserved
the Queen, thas 1t they can only (ot
their caso looked 1nt0 by Her Majosty,
strict juntic- is assured. At Windaor
her Iits is mure labourious than «lse-
wlhere, ftom the incessant visitors and
ceremomos, and the mmpossmbiiny of
geuing away from the pomp and
pageantry of a Court.
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GOLDEN RULES FOR BOYS
AND GIRLS.

1. Shut every door after you, and
without slamming it.

2. Never shout, jump, or run in tho
house.

3. Never call to persons upstairs or
in thenext room ; if you wish to +pruk
to them, go quetly wheio they mic.

4. Always peak kindly and poiitely
to the servants, 1f you would have
them do the same to you.

5. When wld to do or not to doa
thing by eitber pavent, never axk why
you should or stiould nut do 1.

6. Lol ot your own feults nnd mis-
doings, nos thoso of your brothers and
sisters.

7. Carefully clean the mud or snow
¢ff your boots before entering tho
house.

8. Bo prompt at every meal hour.

9, Never sit down at the tabe, or
in the parlour with dirty hands or
tumbled hair.

10. Never interrup’ any conversa-
tion, but wait paticutly jour turn to
sprak.

11. Never reserve yonr good man-
ners for company, but be equaliy polite
at home and abrosd.

12. 1=t your Srs%, list, and hevt
frirud bhe your mo.her.—The Grand
dremy Journal.

Tue rod of the prophet at Horob
brought not fire from the rock, but
water—sweet wa'er ; 80 somotimes the
blow oi afiliction, blessed by a higher
power, softens the heart to ths flow of ]
the geatler affections.
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