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ELOCUTION CONTEST MOVEMENT.

To the late W. Jenninzs Demorest,
of  New York coity, s due the honor
ot sctting In motion the Prohibition
Llocution Contest Movement, by his
generous denation of Siver and Gold
medals or cumpetition. A few con-
tests were held in Canada for Demorest
medals, and a number of Canadians
were Imiressed with  the eharm  and
power of the Movement for teaching
Prohibitlon truth. In Hamiten a full
<erles of Stlver Medal contests, culmin-
ating In a Gold Medal Contet, was
carrled out uader the ausbices of the
Rayal Templars and the W. C. T. .
The editor of °*“The Templar” was
among those who fell in love with the
Movement and saw great posshilities
in it. After Mr. Demorost’s death he
feit that the gond work should nat e
permiticd to coase, and with the sub-
stantial encouragement of a number of
jocal frlends he intraduced and estab-
lishe? "The Templar’ Medal Contes?
Moven:ent.

The <anouncement of this under-
taking hrough the columns of “The
Templar,” the preparation of Canadian
Medals, and the publication of ¢locu-
tlon selections sulted to Canadian con-

ditlons, gave a =splendld impetus  lo
the Movement In Canada, and 1t
sprang  Into  immegdlate popularity.

Serjas of contests were started In all
parts nf tha Dominion and splendid re-
sults were achieved guring the winte-
of 1895-6. This autumn of 1836 hrousht
multiplied demands, and tha promo

ters of the Movement ftound it neces-
sary to Increase the number of selee-
tions permitted in competition, and to
appeal for greater generosity on the
part of the friends of the Movement to
provide for thie expenses of supplying
Hterature and medals.

« Junlors and Seniors.”

The contests were at first  confined
to young people, and twenty-five was
fixed as the maxhnum age, but the
AMovement was such 3 phenamenal sue-
cess among  the young people that
a demand avose for extending 1t to
older contostants. The experiment was
made of an “0O1d Folks ** medal contest
by Wentworth Cannell, of Tiamilon,
under the direction of District Coun-
cllor Fisher, of the Royal Templars,
and the result was 2o satisfactory that
1t was deeided to establish  contests
and offer medals for competition to
persons over twenty-five, thus making
two classes, lhose under twenty-five,
to be known as “Junlops,” and those
over 25 as “Senlors!” Junfors are
not vermitted to comnote with sanlms
in etther Silver or Gold Medal contests,
and cach contest, and each series of
contests, must be comfined ta  elther
Junlars or Senlore, Tn the first Senlor
cortost, Mrs, Jamee Parsans  Smith,
wife of the well-known Rayal Templar

MRS, . PARSONS SMITH,

First Senior Silver Medalice,
svangellst, won the Silver Medal, on
the recitatlon, A Prohibitionist's
View af the Labor Problem,” by W, W,
Buchanan., This conte~t made such a
profounad impression th L In the second
coatest such emingat leaders as G. H.
Lees, provineial head of the Royal
Templars, and J. 1. Land, national
seeretary of the same Order, entered
the lists, and the medal was won by
Mr. J. C. Harrls, Distriat Seeretnry of
Hiamiliton Reyal Templars, on the recl-
tation, “The Farmer and llis Gun,”
by ‘Tallie Morgan.

Alms of the Movement,

The alms of the movement are:

1st. To teach Prohibltlon doctrines.

and. To win the vigar of the youngy.
for practical Prahibition work.

3rd. To promote en-operation anong
Temperance socleties,

Many persons whe w!ll nat take the
trouble to read wii listen to addresses
or reeltations, There 8 a subtle pow-
er J§a the human volce for pressing

home conviction and inciting to action

Croat  orators and debaters are not
easily secured, and cost more for fees
and travellny expenses than many
communities can afford. But the
choleesst gems from the speeches of the
brightost and greatest can Le put In
the mouths of attractive and cffective
reciters. Not aone, but six or elght
of the most ominent men may
thus be heard at one single meet-
inz, The charm and spirit of the
enmpetition Intensifies the interest, and
attacts la~ge numbers to the contest,
and under such conditions the selec-
wuans are often given with greater ex-
ecution than 0 thelr original delivery.
In any ease the arzuments, ilustra-
tlong and dactrine lose nowe of thelr
potnt or weight, In any communily
where 2 public mesting can be held, a
contest can be organized with lttle or
ro expeqse, and home talent may be
made to do first-clas~ servier for the
cause,

The Movement is a particuiarly hap-
py ane in Jts second alm, that «f cap-
turing the vigar and devaotlon of youny
people for nractical Prohidbition werk,
In many temperance organizations and
young neople’s sncletles it IS a serious
problem to keep up the standard of en-
tertalnmeats, and to so direct the
arrangement of programs to  avold
a lapse to light and frivolous numbhoers.
The Elacution Contest Movement is 1
delightful =olutlen., The young people
eator with spirit inte the pleasant
rivalry for the medal, and to do so
must memorize, from the collection of
Prohibitlen recitations geleoled for the
purpnse, Not alane in the contest does
the reclter contribute to the educational
work of the referm; but the sel:ction
6. -a mastered {8 pretty certain to Le
preseated again and again, at other
concerts and entertainments, extending
aad increz wng the force and utility of
the teaching. The Movement also has
2 tende ey ta develon speakers and de-
baters, 1or the tattle of the reform.

The th rd alm, that of promoting ca-
aperation among sacletles favorable to
Prohibition, is a very Important one,
Accarding, to the rules, medals are only
glven to gac.eties which will promlise ¥




