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occasioned by his wounds.  Wild fancies, full of!
the terrible events of the evening, and mm"lul
with the ardent desive for revenge, agitated “the
brain of the sick man. From time to thne,
Terka laid cooling herbs on the deep, bloody,
wounds with which his back and shoulders were |
covered, and then seated herseli’ guietly at the
head of his bed.

Day broke at last. The huntsman kuew once
more the loving hand that so gently tonehed his
hrow, and found a smile for thc child to .\hxch
Terka sadly pointed as their consolation, The
little one sat on the floor, not fiw from them,
playing with the bright hair that fell in h'rht
ringlets on her neck, and the rich abundance of
which was the joy and pride of her parents.

Towuards noon, the trampling of many horses,
was heard. The door was llu'w open, and the !
forester, who had on the prev fous day arrested |
his preducc»on and bronght him to the Castle,
now entered, accompanied I)) several youths.

“Yomr lord commands you," he cried, in a
tone of peremptory insolence, i instantly to give
up the firearms which you no doubt still Tave
in the house. The Count himself waits without
1o be witness of your submission.”

i pathy, which nnpcllul them to take chavge of the
child whose unkappy mother had avenged them
all. Several time- kind-iearted mothers trivd to
take the child to their homes, intending to vegard
it s one of their own s but she always lc(\'\uul
to the but of her parests. Neither kind nor
havsh treatment could tnduce her to stay; she
always seized the first opportunity to slip away
unobserved.  When hungry, she went into the
villkige and asked for bread 5 if this were offeved
jlo her on condition of her not returaing to the
hut, she sadly bent her head, so -beauteously
Jadorned witie sunay curls, and weat home-—her
Junger umappesed. They asked her ofien if
she did not fear beieg alore in the solitary hut:
she then would sinile, and, lifting her dwrk-blue
cyes in wonderment to the face of the questioner,
answer, * Father and mother are with me—you
fot-'u. they wateh all night that no harm befall
'm(:. "Atlast they were obliged to let the strauge
'ehild lave her ways but «-mpl.ul her regulurly
;and abundantly with food awl clothes.,

! By degrees a kind of awe made the country
people shun her.  Her strange, reserved nature
c—the gentle sadness that wi sln'czul over her
jfeatures—the everaepented assurance that her

I

1

The huntsman, unable to speak, cast a Yook of ; parents spent every night with her, gave oceasion

deep meaning on Terka.

“Junos had but the oue gun,” she said, with
downward look.

“ Wretciies, beware! A lie plunges you but
decper in disgrace. Deln'u- the aris that you
persist in conualm«

The bhuntsman himself now mode a sign of

denial.

“ We have hidden notling,” murmured the |
young wife, almost inaudibly.

The Count had overheard this conversation
through the open door.  “ Drag him forth ! he
cried, “lis voice trembling witls ce, ““that the
hoof of my horse may tmmpl\, this l\m" Magy:
soul out of its hody. Do you hear? “Out with
him, or his punishment shall fall on those who
hesitate.  Let the house Le searched,” continued
he, “and if there be found what Tic so obsti-
nately denics, he shall pay for it with bis life!”

The youths seized the sick man, and dragged
him to the buraing sand, which, at this place,
covers the shore.  Terka fnllm\ ed.

“old!” she cried, s

fto rumours of all Torts mimong the superstitious,
It was said that their vestless spirits actually rose
from their watery grave, to proteet the duling
taey had forsaken.  This heliefat last r:u.ulul
so far that the people gradually avoided \pc‘d\m"
to the gir, or lm\u"v hier in their homes; but
every thm" she xequuul wasconveyed to a pl.xw

iwhu\c\. ah\,, as if' by a tacit agreement, came to
fetch it.  This estrngement “eoincided entirely
with her own inclinations; she did nos like the
society of human beings, and lad no knowledge
of theiv ways,  Thus, solitary and comp.u.xonlws,

‘aln, ripened into a Jovely maidea.

i From sunrise uatil evening shie was to be seen
on the same spot, sitting on the shove, cither ina
musiag, dreumy ummk, softly wurswing to
the waves, and Deading over them, s if li~mlin~
for aveply; or combing with caveful pride hu‘

! lustrous -voldun bhair, which dipped in the moving
mirror ot the water, aud enveloped her in the
sunshine, like a mantle of rays.

Eleven years had d.apscxl sinee the day on

she saw the raised whip | which the parcats of the orphian had n:et their

of the furious Count suspended over the head (\f death, The old Count’s appression, far from

her hushand, “ Hold! onc moment—T will feteh
what you desire”

She went back into the house. In a few
scconds she returned, with s vifle i her hand.

ere,” said Glu., ‘i3 the weapon—and the
ball with it!” and, before they were aware, she
had taken a sure aim, and fived.

The Count, shot through the heart, fell from
his horse. Janos sprang “to his feet; his frautic
wife, clasping him in her arms, W hx;p"“cd a few
words in lm car. In an instant, they threw
themselves together from the bauk into the
streant.

Their bodies were never found,

After these terrible events, the deserted child
(then five years old) became an ohjeet of the ten-
derest care to the whole village.  The inhabitants
were incited to thiz, partly by a natural focling
of compassion;; partly by a dim, unuttered sym-

* bicingg diminished, was vedonbled, ueder the united
sway of the two hro(!u.ri; \\ho vied with cach
L otirer in inflicting pam and misery.  While Franz
!\\.1~ the terror of all the poor who were unable to
! render their lord the exiet muount of money and
Mabour due to him, Wiifred, the younger brother,
was a libertine of the most liceutious nature 3
who, in his wild passion for the banguet, aud the
cliase, spaved ucither the goods nor the l.uul»,
“neither the ficlds nor the fuits of his vassals,
Every holy fecling of humanity secmed to bho
diied up in these two liearts. The Githerof 2
faily trambled when Franz ordered him wp to
the castle, for this was the sure omen of ap-
preaching mistortune.  The wothier murnmured a
short prayer, and h.utulul to conceal herself and
her children in the remotest cotner of the house,
when the snorting of Wilfred's Llack horse was
hicard on the castle hill,
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