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affrighted Government had prepared for Lim
—to be laid up in port,

A sccond action, t nding to angment the
confidence of Americansin
themselves, took place on the 18th October,
between H. M. brig Frolie, Captain Whinyates,
and the Unitcd States sloop of war Wasp,
Captain Jones.

‘The Frolic was the convoy of the homeward
bound fleet from the Bay of Honduras, and
was repairing the damages her masts and sails
reecived in a violent gale on tne night of the
16th, in lat. 36° north, lon. 64°, in whicl. she
had carried away her main-yard, sprung her
main-topmast, and lost both her topsaily, when
a vessel was made out which immediatery
gave chace to the convoy.

Although in the crippled state above men-
tioned, Captain Whinyates determined to save
his convoy, ard a close and spirited action
ensued, whizh was maintained until the brig
becawe, from her previous shattered condi-
tion, unmanageable. ‘The Wasp taking advan-
tage of this shot ahead, and raked the Frolic,
which was unableto bring a gun to bear. She
now fell with her Lowsprit between the main
and mizen rieging of the enemy, and was
then {umediate’y carried by Loarding, after an
activr «f an Lows duration. Such was the
.olutin:wy with which she had been defended
that, on the Amaicans taking possession of
their prize, but three officers and the man
at the wheel were found alive on the deck.
In this dreadful conflict the British loss was
ihirty killed, and between forty and fifty woun.
ded.  The vessils were nearly equal in point
of strength, both as regarded guns and men,
and her previous crippled state alone brought
on this disastrous and speedy issue. On the
afternvon of the same day .M. ship Poicticrs,
seventy four guns, full in with and captured
both vessels, sending them into Bermuda.
Congress awarded to Captain Jones a gold
medal, to his oflicers a silver one, and to the
crew generally, twenty-four thousand dollars,
in testimony of their gallantry in capturing a
British vessel of superior force.  This may be
accounted for, as Captain Jones in his official
despateh, gave the Froiie two extra guns, and
Judicivualy said nothing of her previous disa-
bled state.  The reader may, however, judge
in what the superior foree consisted from the
stateinent here given :—Frolic, broadside guns,

Frehic and Wasp,

nine, throwing two hundred anl sixty-two
pounds of shot, with two twelve-pounder
carronades,—crew, ninety-two,—size, three
bundred and cighty-four tons.  Wasp, broad-
side, nine guns, throwing two hundred and
sixty-cight pounds of shot, with two brass
four pounders,—crew, onc hundred and thir-
ty-five,—size, four hundred and thirty-four
tons. Nearly matched as these vessels were,
the wupericrity if anything leanin;, towards
the side of Wasp, yet the usual exagzrerations
of American officers made it a victory over a
superior force.

Seven days after this affuir, on the 25th of
October, in lat. 29° north,
lon. 29° 30’ west, the thir-
ty-eight gun frigate Macedonian, Captain Car-
den, fell in with and brought to action the
U. S. frigate, United States, Commodore
Decatur.  The action lasted for upwards of
two hours, when,with one hundred shot in her
hull; several of them between wind and water,
her mizen mast gone by the board, main and
fore topmasts shot away by the cap, her main
yard in the slings, two remaining lower masts
badly injured, and but few guns effective, the
Macedonian surrendered.  Of her comyplement
of two hundred and fifty-four men, deducting
cight forcigners who refused to fight, thirty-
six were killed and sixty-cight wounded.

Macedontan, and
Untted States.

Comunodore Decatur, in his official de-
spatches, makes very light of the damage done
to his vessel ; ecither in loss of men or injuries
to hull or rigging, reporting only five killed
and six wounded. Captain Carden, however,
represents that the United States “was
pumped out every watch till her arrival in
port, from the effects of shot received between
wind and water, and that two eighteen poun-
ders had passed through her muinmast in a
horizontal line.” There is very little doubt,
also, from what may be gathered from his ac-
count, but that these numbers were very far
from representing the actualloss in killed and
wounded.

The comparative force of the two combat-
ants may be with correctness stated as fol-
lows :—Macedonian—weight of broadside, five
hundred and twenty-cight pounds; crew, two
hundred and fifty-four § size, one thousand and
cighty-one tens. United States—broadside,
weight of metal, cight hundred and sixty-



