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tion becomie later on, in days of adversity
.and misgovernnent!

Count Frontenac arrived as governor
inl 1672 and entered upon a career of use-
ftilness that entitles him to, be ranked
with Chiniplain and Talon. One oif his
Iirst adniinstrative acts was to, convene
the Sovereign Council, and organize an
assernply of the principal residents of
Quebec to meet twice a year for the dis-
cussion of public questions. Frontenac's
view seemns to have been, to govern in the
maranner rnost acceptable to, the people.
This measure was rejected by the King, as
givi ng too rnuch authority to the colonists.
In 167 7 reforms in inatters of justice were

introduced, and regulations concerning
the tithes were published. 'l lie rnost ap-
îreciated enactrnent, however, -%vas the
imperial ordinance setting forth, that to,
the highest civil authority alone beloriged
the right of condernning persons to im-
prisonrnent. Gradually wvere the rîghts of
the colonîsts being recognized, and the
exercise of certain privileges decreed.

WVhile yet 'Frontenac was filling bis sec-
ond term of office,the colonists had to comn-
plain of growing grievances; not that any
oppressive measures had been enacted, or
privileges withdrawn, but the governrnent
'vas badly administered. Frontenac wvas
alrnost constantly ernployed with the in-
dian'wars; and after him the people had
to subrnit to, the rule of incompetent gov-
ernors and dishonest and rapacious inten-
dants, notably Bigot, wvhose naine has be-
corne synonyrnous with infarny. The
;naladî1iinistration of public aflaîrs alien-
ated, in some meastire, the people's af-
f*ection from the Frenchi crown, and as Nve
shail presently sce, powerfully contributed
to the change in the country's history.
WVar was waged with Exigland at intervals
during seventy years from Frontenac's
time onwards. Finally a lasting peace was
restored with the cession of Canada in
1760-

The change of sovereignty necessarily
required a change of governient, the
first forti of which wvas that known as
I'Military Rule."> General Murray be-
carne the first governor, and divided the
country into three districts, Quebec,
Mor-trealzand Three Rivers, over each of
wvhich presided a district governor assist-
ed by a rnilitary counicil. This did flot
give sufficient satisfaction, and was itself
in turri changed by the Treaty of Paris.
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Various treaties affecting Canada had
previously been concluded between
France and England, but Ihis wvas the
rnost important, and diverted'entirely frorn
its former course the current of events
in North America. By this treaty, dated
October 7th, 1763, the inhabitants of
Canada were accorded by England the
full possession of their property, the free
exercise of their religion, the use of their
language, and the enjoyment of aIl the
privileges and rights 0f British subjects.
The French Canadians readily passed
under the sovereignty of England, and
what iriight seemi surprising, they became
as loyal to the English crowvn as they had
been to the French, and even more so-
A cause for other nations to stare-French-
men subjects of England 1 But it is eiasily
explained. The people at this tirne ivere
essentially Canadian. They were the
third generation in this ]and, that contain-
ed aIl that was dear and sacred to them ;
the graves of their fathers, cherished
traditions of noble deeds, and their own
homes. They loved France, no doubt,
but they loved Canada more. Besides
this, we have aiready pointed out that
considerable dissatisfaction existed in the
colony prior to the cession. Add to, this,
that England had made liberal con-
cessions to, them, which dispelled al
notions of the presence o! tritimphant
aggressors, and taught them to look upon
the new-comners in the light o! deliverers
and protectors.

While general satisfaction prevailed, the.
French, however, protested niildly but
firmly, against the inferior represent-
ation accorded thern in the new council,
and the introduction of English courts
and forrns of Iaw. As a remedy the Home
Governrnent passed the Quebec Act of
1774. The passage of this act was due
in a great rmeasure to the influence of
Hon. Guy Carleton, who becaine governor
after Murray, and was always friendly to
the Canadians. By this act it was ordain-
ed that the old laws should be restored to
the Cauadians, the Custom of Paris being
again introduced as the 1mw of Canada,
with the addition of the English criminal
code ; that the French Canadians be
allowved to hold offices of public trust,
and that the Executive Council be com-
posed of French and English residents.
This council wvas empowered to framne
laws, but subject to England's approval.
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